SOFTWARE 


BUYER'S 


GUIDE 
The best 50 games толеу 
can buy reviewed in the 


ACE Pink Pages. 


HUNTER'S MOON 
Up the worker 





* ALL GAMES AVAILABLE FOR: 
SPECTRUM MMODORE AMSTRAD 


7.95ea. 8.95 еа. 8.95 еа. 
CASSETTE 


the Warrior King. 
The latest hit coin-op from Taito, 
Lands that produce men of 
legend, dragon slayers, lie in his shadow 
guardians of evil fear his fire spewing sword, 
the axe he weilds as swift as lightning. State of the art programming 
makes a true simulation of the Arcade hit for your home micro. Enjoy superb 
g] graphics and realistic action as RASTAN takes on a world of dangers -magical 
‘wizards, fire breathing lions, bats, snakes, skeletons and finally the living dead. 
isit more than you can handle? 


whose mission it is to ei 
in on earth who d. 
iet in their path - the Renegade, A 
taking conversion of the arcade hit by 
Тайо now for your home computer. With all 
the original play features. 
PLAY RENEGADE... PLAY MEAN! 





IMAGINE SOFTWARE LIMITED 


More arcade 
magic from the 
SNK label. Psycho 
soldier is tipped for the 
top as her thirst for action — 
and adventure takes her to even тоб ШИЕ Ир 





[x 


Having survived the. 
bloodsucking monsters of the first 
phase, you progress on to the actual 
Road itself. 
This is where the fun really begins. You will meet. 
vampires, two and three headed monsters ~ the 
head will fly at you on its own, just when you think you 
are gaining the upper hand. 
Collect icons to build up the firepower necessary to fight 
off your aggressors. 
Action and excitement ай the way with this 
‘macabre and unusual game; which has that 
elusive extra something to keep you 
‘coming back for more. 














Who's making the millions? We quiz the softw 
houses.. National service – the bane of European 
programmers. Piracy = now its jail for he guy 








[ T ч 
Comic quality trom Inlogrames’ Crash Garret 
bulging biceps vs. alen horror in Predator; plus more 
full-colour future shock for 84 











85 Letter 4l 
More of your punchy prose - but we dont take it 
lying down. 








We have the last word. а5 always. 





From bouncing balls to alien death - Christina 





Erskine presents the 


arcades. 


definitive history of the 


“The arcade - place fhe nome compe entertainment 





Are arcade games puting zep into the home comput 
er industry, or pap? Andy Wilton reckons that coin-op 
game-style seriously threatens the development of 
true computer entertainment 














e threatening 


Dedicated arcade cabin 
assault our senses. Yes, we 
since Pong, as Chris J 





оте a long way 


s cost. 





twenty games that challenge the mind 

















screen Test 
| 39 Screen T 


he 16-bit machines take up the challenge in 1988 


as we check out Eco, Tanglewood, and Black 
Lamp plus a host of ot 








her multlormat releases. 


















an Amiga beater 
dabble and dier 


with? 


Count бом cau 


| 17 Light tracery 


Brian Larkman's D 
work of 


Y graphics s 





% Music witho 
Mark Jenkins checks out 
position packages for 
status byte inso 











1 a series of musical com- 
1 a MIDI 


А couple of Update specials this month, including 
Powerplay for the Amiga, and a much-mproved ver- 
sion of Defender of the Crown tor the ST 








Red-hot tips lor Test Drive, Buggy Boy, Ram- 
parts, and an infinite-almost-everything poke for 
Action Force. 


New: 
ture Creator Ph 





mrs comic capers and the ST Adven 

the frst of a two рап series оп role- 
playing games, incuding Bard's Tale, Beyond 
Zork, and other goodies. 
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BUY LINES 


£4 oft a single game? We must be mad. Take us up 
оп these offers before someone comes up with a 
cure 


89 Subscription 


Now you can realy keep your finger on the button — 
subscribe to the hottest mag in town and get a free 
joystick worth £14.95. 


Т 
> 


Wut waggle And їз comple ee when you одрасте fe 


COMPETITION 


Wete offering you a unique opportunity ~ to edit 
your very own page o! ACE, plus a free lunch, 25 
red-hot games for your machine, and the chance to 
wile for he magazine on a regular basis. 


99 Buyers Guide 


120 Readers Pages 


Selling the 
industry for 
10р? 


There's nothing so heart-stoppingly satisfying as a quick blast on а 
state-of-the-art arcade console. Whether you're punching the pads in 
Streetfighter or leaning into the bends in Super Hang On, it's an expe- 
rience that Pong-sters could never have imagined even in- their 
wildest dreams, 

But the challenge and involvement of a truly original, complex, well- 
designed computer game can be even more satisfying. The intricacies 
of Sentinel, the wit of Infocom, and the pleasing perplexities of Xor are 
typical examples. Games like these give the home computer industry 
a unique quality and a future full of satisfied gamesters. 

However the 10p-a-go design concept of arcade games spills over 
all too often into computer entertainment and when the big league 
Companies seem to concentrate so strongly on arcade licenses and 
game formats we've a good reason to start feeling uneasy. The suc- 
cess of this magazine in itself is a sure sign that people want more in 
their games - more originality, more long-term challenge, and a 
greater awarenes of the fact that not all games players are under five 
years old. 

We don't want to lose the fun and frolic of the arcade scene, but if 
the industry isn't to remain confined to the ‘kiddy market’ then it must 
become more aware of the needs of the more sophisticated player. 


* The ACE Team 


ADVANCED COMPUTER ENTERTAINMENT 


Future Publishing Peter Connor Stove Cooke 
4 Queen Street Andy Wilton 
BATH BAI 1EJ Andy Smith 
= 0225 446034 iham 
Fax 0225 446019 Angela Neal Sally Meddng 
Telecom Gold84:TXT152 is Anderson 
Prestel/Micronet 045 874 011 Jon Beales 








COVER PHOTOGRAPHY Stua graphy. Bath, = 0225 66343 @ SUBS- 
CRITIONS & SPECIAL OFFERS Came- лог. The Old Barn, Somerton, Somerset, 
TAM 7PY = 0458 © COLOUR ORIGINATION Wes duction, 3521 Wells 
Road. B 4 DISTRIBUTION SM Distribu у Gardens, London 
SWS ВОХ = 01-274 8611/5 € PRINTING fiset, P © Copyright 
FUTURE PUBLISHING LTD 1987 @ No part ic Yoduced in any 













“GRAND SLAM” ENTERTAINMENTS 


PRESENTS 











THE CARTOON ANIMATION GAME 





Man ST wsx 


ADDICTIVE 

COMPELLING 

AND SPICED WITH 5 
ENDLESS HOURS OF ZANY 
HUMOUR, BRILLIANT 
GHARHICS AND) AON 


* 
E M ac) YOU AFFORD 
ТО ВЕ WITHOUT, 
THIS GAME? 





ver Sap уди ж. of the жө s Ms s 


[ot coment with having 
women пррес арап by Jack 
the Врре me company are 

now releasing a game т which 

theyre tom to shreds by а werewoit 

And, of course, there be the digi 

toad pics 1o prove ıt 
Ali this puts Headines - the 

company's PR agency - in rather a 

tight spot Naturaly eye anxious 

te dissociate CRL кот any hint of 
sexism or porno volence, but the 
company's release policy seems to 
be making things rather difficult for 
тет 

s erotosm; claimed Мада 

Singh. speaking for Headtines, Not 

pomograph п any sense There ıs 

а Ме bed scene. Tastetuly 


na shock turn-around, Mattel — 
the toy company responsible 
lor the marketing of Nintendo 
games consoles in the UK — have 
dropped tne product 
‘Essentially we are a toy com 
pany and we have other brands we 
have to support, dectared Michele 
Irwin, speaking for Mattel, ‘Nintendo 
and Mate are paring company 
Industry sources, however, suggest 
that the move follows pressure fram 
Nintendo, who reportedly 
unhappy with Maters performance. 
with the product 
Naturally this has been vigor 
| ousy denied by Mattel, but нга 
er the uh ofthe situation, the out 
comes tar trom being a setback for 
the machine, which has sold nearly 
9 millon units in Japan alone and 
| ousels its nearest compettor in the 
US by a staggering 900% 
Thats because Mattel were 
never able to offer the software sup 
роп the system needs to be suc 
cessful. You can stil only різу 27 
games on your Nintendo - 
same 27 that wore available when 
the product was launched, There 
Fare sone stupendous pieces of 
| sofware in Japan but the UK 

machine has a special chip in it that 
| ‘ect any program not speciiclly 

coded for the UK matket, The only 
hope 1s to persuade Nintendo in 

















Stop Press! 





СВІ DO THE DIRTY.. 


бола. Мо nudity. but the valant 
lady admits that the main character 
ıs more than а litle nary on 
| inside’ (as the fim Company 
Wolves put t) and has a tendency 
mot long deferred — to tear ladies to 


те 
= 





Japan to convert titles for us poor 
old Britshers 

Matters departure leaves the 
field open to NESI UK, а new com- 
pany set up to promote the Ninten- 
o with heavy TV advertising cam. 
paigns. its run by the same people 
who took the machine to the top of 
the pile in America and will concen- 
trate exclusively on supporting the 
system. It should also be able to get 
its hands on some of the red-hot 








Sor of game, ther 

So whats to be done, it 
thing? Ejectomc Ans, who 
mute CRUS products, are 
ear that they ‘cannot adopt any 
«оопа stance towards the prod: 
ucts we are supplied with 
retailers started refusing o 
төт then things might 
that looked as if it was 
we'd have to reconsider. sad 
spokesperson for EA The morals 
obvous. then - ! you dont want 
"ese games on the shelves, don? 
uy hem. and nen the shops wont 
stock mem. 


any 
as 


quie 


Ё 


games software everybody's 
playing in Japan and the US, 
but which has never 
appeared over here. 
Theyve done it in America 
and now theyll do it here. 
They going to wipe the floor 


Super Мало Brober - he game at launched 
iT mor consoles 


with Sega; said a bullish Michele 
Irwin. Certainly the machine that 
boasts one of the best console 
games of all times, Super Mario 
Brothers, deserves special atten 
tion, 





NEWS 











ап Sman Egg Software's 
new budget label, Power 
play, survive? 


The label is a collaboration 











games, so can a budget label that 
relies on them for half its cata- 
logue really make money? That's 
а pertinent point’ admitted Nigel 
Brooks of Smart Egg, ‘One of our 
previous titles, Rigers 
Revenge for Mas- 
ertronc, sold as well 
as any of their other 
tiles, but that was an 
exception and of 
‘course we won't have 
‘such a high turnover 
as they do.’ So what 
about the vital ques- 
tion of incoming cash? 
"Well try it out for the 
next three months and 
‘see how it goes’, said 


Nigel, suggesting that if the 
adventures didnt cut the crumpet 
then they might reconsider and 
issue a higher proportion of shoot 
'em-ups and strategy. 

That might bo неш, 
because although the company - 
who wil rely to a large extent on 
Submitted products to maintain a 
budgetstyle high output — have 
received 70 games for evaluation, 
9 out of 10 of them are adven 
tures. However, they're unshake 
ably confident about the future 
and ifs certainly relreshing to see 
а company that doesn’ rely entire. 
ly on forcing aliens to eat leaden 
death. Lets hope Humpty stays on 
the wall 
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FNews 


LOGOTRON GO FOR ACE 
meer | xawan oar en | PIRATE CLAPPE 








tainment, that is. The com- | opportunities that may arise from 
pany that brought you XOR | technological quantum leaps like 

have taken оп exTelecomsoft | ray tracing and CD ROM. Мете ings are hotting up in the Federation Адаты Software 
supremo Herbert Wright in a specit- | avoiding emphasis on 8bt war against prates — ihe frst Theft, the organisation set up by 
ic bid to attack the "more mature’ | machines or licensing. and aiming pan estara fx ha ciae бе anpi нү b IRE E 
market for a market mars more mature. || as just been passed. The piae out piracy, FASTS co-ordinalor 
"We believe a market of more | more predictable, and has more || Sent to the bng is one Gerhard Bob Hay went in o action, making 
discerning buyers already exists, | spending power. Wiheim Martens, a German ng sample purchases, followed up by 
declared Wright, ‘and we want to be This policy also dictates keep- | | тоду, э rad on the premises in the com- 
g | o company overheads as lov os Martens got 12 months por- — pany of the Regional Crime 

possible, so that me company arent || paga aher pleading gully. to Squad 
forced to release much hyped wies || charges of шуну, сорубуМ Mansia was caught hang io 


ın гар succession but can concen || immgement and legally impon- right; И took the FAST team two 
rate on fewer (and therefore hope || ing software in to the UK. His — days to sif through the 200 pirat- 
fully better) games „|| scam was to buy the prated disks ^ ed tiles in the shop. Not only dió 
XOR. got an ACE rating of 927. | | im Hong Kong (where they are they get the software, but they 
| | Lets hope the next one's just as || freely, if legally available) andthe also found that he was pirating 
good. Meanwhile its nice to hear о! || manuals in Taiwan. He then clothes; so if you suspect that the: 
Company that thinks мете ‘mature’ || shipped the stuff over here and Ме aligator on the next shin you 
and discerning, bu! predictabie ? || advertised his wares in the com- buy looks a trifle odd, maybe it 
келт No SIRI puter press, a1 prices slighty -but сате trom Torquay. 
not outrageously = lower than 


other shops. LIBRARIES 
GAME OVER FOR harms ambled ut apur Maran stare business con- 
chaser realised that the heavy: sisted entirely of business soft- 
EURO-CODERS GO med aeri de ina gena p Ben Paf 

bought wasn't all it seemed. He about games piracy? Bob Hay 
contacted the manufacturers, — says that his brief does not cover 
| magne youre a successful nation’s security. Ashton Tate. Enter FAST — the individuals: I do not deal with one 














programmer, in the prime of Couldnt happen here? No, it 
your games-writing life at the couldnt, because we haven't had 
age of 19. You've just released a — National Service in this country for 
game that got an ACE Rating of — over 25 years. But ifs happening 
‘over 900, and is selling very nice- right now to programmers all over 
ly. You're looking forward to a Europe. In particular it's happen: 
Couple more big releases in the ing to poor Stavros Fasoulas, pro- 
next 12 months. grammer of the 934 raled game 
Hang оп a minute, though. ^ Quedex 





Amstrad 

£9.99 cs £14.99 dk 

The compuler version of the board 
game where the players compete to 
construct a ine from one side of the 
board to the other. Hailed in some 
Except where stated, the games | quarters as the first new strategy 
listed below should be available as | game since Chess or Backgammon, 





Non you forgoing someting? Despite Me Greek name | | yos reaa mes Spent shoud be malate 
Theresa small matier of your ті. зуб holds Finnish nationality, = 
la sevice to consider. For the and just about he Ime you ead | | September 
next 12 months, istead of coding tis wil be staring an В or 11 
ا‎ Snes, ees 9 اش‎ Activision Thundercross 


through ihe nights, you! be month stint in the military, How 


сы ст. 
ing trough the tundra, жййайейМт? 

mig көз and peeing рош. Т realy da now were | | 02021 6469.95 cs £1295 dk 

toes ır contribution to eee Spectrum. From the man who brought us the 

а Ee ike ојаг | 60e computer version ol ‘The Rocky 


could be completely different 
when | get out’ He doesnt think 
hell get much work done while 
he's in: "t's an all-day job - run 
ning. training. cleaning toits... In. 
the whole period of his service, 
hell get a mere three weeks 
leave. 

It ай makes you wonder what 
would have happened to some of 
our best-seling games if we stil 
had National Service here. If 
David Braben had been square 
bashing instead of programming 
there might never have been an 
Elite, it Richard and David Daring 
had been polishing bootees there 
might be no Code Masters; it 
Paul Woakes had to spend a year 
serving tea to the Captain what 
would become of Novagen? 
Thank God they abolished 
National Service. 






Quer we wor! be seeing атое game 
тае tis ul Stavros Fasovias has estet 
is Finnish алу. 
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LEEI 


he 














Horror Show — Jeff Lee — comes 
this fast and furious shoot-em-up. 
The Thundercross is, apparent, а 
sor of space hoover thats doing a 
pretty good job of sucking up the 
Universe 


Power at Sea 

Accolade 

CBAC9 95 os £1495 dk 

This actor/strategy game is based 
оп the WWII Battle of Leyte Gull. 
The player takes the role of the U.S 
Fleet commander ordered to cap- 
{ure the Gul rom the enemy = with 
in96 hours. You've got a Battesh, 
cargotroop ship and an airrat саг 
fer under your command, but watch 
oul lor the Kamikazes, 





Venom strikes 
back. 

Gremlin 

Spectrum 

£7.99 cs 

C64£9.99 cs £14.99 dk 

Amstrad 

£9.99 cs £14.99 dk 

MSX 

£7.99 05 

Or МАЅКІИ И you preter. This 
time the baddies have kidnapped 
Matt Trackers son and are holding 
him in their moon Н.О. You play 
Matt and youre on your own for this 
mult level space adventure. 


Champ 

Robiek 

Amiga 

£19.95 dk 

This last moving and realistic box 
ing game should be on the streets 
by now. It features authentic noises 
(nnnuntt — nnnunff) and spectacular 


graphics. The player has a choice о! 
four fighters from various weights. 


Crazy football 
Robiek 


Amiga. 

£19.95 dk 

This highly original arcade game 
has the player trying to dribble four. 
balls through a maze — simultane- 
ously. I's going to be а very tough. 
game to master, but practice makes 
perfect. 


Blackshadow 

CRL 

Amiga 

S1995 . 

This one or two player shoot-em-up 
takes place on the seemingly 
deserted asteroid  Blackshadow 
(Ceres big brother?) It was up to 
you to save the earth from colision 
with this asteroid, but it wasn't unti 
you got to the asteroid that your 
Scanners revealed wave upon wave 
of attack стай. Surprise, surprise. 








NEWS 


should be out around June time. 


Loads of Midnight trouble. This arcade-style game 
сн. 


Spectrum 
£8.95 cs Escape to Nor- 
This adventure game is a spoof of | mandy 

that all time classic Lords of Mid- | Electronic Arts 

right Take the рап of Ludo, son | C64£9.95 cs £14.95 dk 
Ludwig and race against the evi 
Baron Gioompork to reach the all 
powerful ice Crown. 


Coven 

Piranha 

Spectrum 

£9.95 cs 

C64 £995 cs £14.95 dk 
Auri ST 

£19.95 ok The action takes place in France in 
As a wich who's broken faith with | 1944 and the player takes the role 
your coven you must attempt to | of Resistance leader Pierre Le Feu. 
lake the power from the twelve | The mission is to seize an armoured 
covens belore All Hallows Eve | train thats loaded with priceless 
arrives when they wil be at the | French art treasures and guide i 
height of their powers. So get on | through the enemy lines to safety at 
your broomstick and prepare for | Riviere. 

















An important, soul-searching ACE exclusive... 


| gnatus Goosebasket is АСЕ: OK, Ive got my routines. 
famous for his fast and furious What now? 


gests is the time you need to бот menus, that's the usual for- 
knock them up И you want to — mat Mf you havent yet writen a 
‘make money programming bud- дате do one as homage to an 
getatye. ‘ld favourite, My last теда-дате 

was a sequel to а rip-off of an oar- 
ACE: Right, ignatius. Is there any- ег homage lo an arcade game 
thing | need belore | start to (unlicensed clone). Il made a 


ACE: Aro programmers overpaid? 
IGGY: Yes, the first thing you 


‘need il you intend to write a com- IGGY: Well, | certainly am, But 
mercially viable game in a week is — then | overspend, so il tends lo 
a personal library of machine balance out. 

собе routines. My own took about 

four years to build up. ACE: Now, about this game... 


ACE: is there an alternative to — IGGY: А! you need, basically, are 
spending four years mastering а few pretty sprites, a collision- 
machine code? detection routine and some back- 
drops. Add a tuneful, err...tune, 
IGGY: Yes, the usual answer isto and some FX (Boom! Bonk! 
steal source code trom famous Whoosh) and Bob's your TV 
‘games like Uridum and Gaunfet дате host! Game in a week! 
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FNEWS SPECIAL 


SOFTWARE 
HOUSES '88 - 
BIG BUCKS OR 
BIG BUST? 


or 64 game (unless fs some mega: Th 
n м е Big Boys 
arcade-icence). Well spend £1.99 Just who are the big boys in the. 


without batting an eyelid, but tul- | | Ulcsomware sona? DI e home 
pice jou jon vs o. oe 

= is by far the largest; ts major 
formed budgeteers Zeppelin (see prisci fea e EM 
box for more about hem) putsitthis | | Brown not 

rown not only have US Gold 

way: There's a lot to be said for tull Mei Gol an ner buon 
price sofware at Christmas, but a | | Censo but have fingers 
lot of the time ifs dead: Herbert | | “Other pies as substanta as 
Wright of Logotron — publishers of атаа 


ХОН - echoes this view in rather | | Ocean and Mastertronic are the 
stonger terms: ‘If you haven't got a 


That game was undoubtedly the 
biggest 8-bit seller of '87, so i's not 
surprising to learn that the US Gold 
group is the most successful 
purveyor of home computer 
software in the UK. In the few years 
since it was established, the 
‘company has grown from making a. 
net profit of £175,000 on a turnover 
of £3,000,000 in 1984, to a net 
profit of £1,023,682 on a turnover of 
£20 milion in 1987. 

That's pretty good going. by 





the wall or being absorbed into 
larger groups as ‘developement 





houses next indigenous bi ^ 
any standards, but not everyone licence 8-01 is dead. Unless you're onda خی‎ 
алу lente stag ی‎ e ) picture в ушу mudeied here by 
тен esa eee HENE READE ue Virgin's recent acquisition ol 45% 
of business, just in time lor | The problems have come about of Mastertronic which probably 

mas, Mikrogen disappeared | largely because of the uncertainty puis Virgin up into the sofware 


when distributors CSD went bust 
and Software Projects cut their 
releases down to the bone. It looks 
like the smaller independent 
software houses are either going to 











over the full-price 8-bit market 
There's a general feeling that you 
and | are no longer wiling to go 
into a shop every week and 
рау 10*quid for a Spectrum 


Telecomsoft — Rainbird and 
Firebird - are the other key 
4 players. After a shaky start (they 
меге reputed to have paid over | 
1,000,000 to buy Beyond and | 
| another large amount for Odin) 
they have now gained a large 
segment of the UK market. 
Chequebook software 
development seems to pay ott | 
especially if youve got a 
company as big as British 
Telecom behind you 
A dark horse are Code Masters: 
they haven't released any figures 
yet, but if he charts are апућі 
to go by they are doing quite 
nicely, thank you. Not yet inthe 
big league, but ones to watch. 
But the UK companies haven't got 
everything to themselves. 
Activision came here sevoral 
years ago and, aer a shaky 
couple of years, are now 
performing well Electronic Arts 
are big in the States and seem 
set to be big over here too 
they're looking lor more labels to 
handle and have recently signed 
| an agreement which means their 
| software will now be appearing in 
Boots — the single largest retailer 
ol entertainment software in ће | 
country 


| 
big league. | 
| 
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BUDGET TAKES ITS 
BITE 
According to Rachel Davies of 
Mastertronic - and if anyone ought 
to know, it should be her ~ budget 
software now accounts for 60% of 
the market, She too suspects that 
ful price Btt sofware ıs in terminal 
decine. 
The evidence lor the success of 
budget software les ın the results ol 
companies like Mastertronic and 
heir rivals Code Masters. 
Masterronic's profits o £1.2 millon 
las! year were 50% up on the 
previous year's - because of games 
software. Code Masters haven't 
released figures as yet, but you only 
have lo look at the number of ther 
games inthe charts to see that they 
can't be doing too badly; the 
E: company's Bruce Everss says they 
sold 300,000 games in December 
1 7, 
Clearly, there's a whopping big 
d market out there for budget games, 
and ifs probably going to increase 
| substantially in 88. But what of ful 
price sofware? 


16-BITS GOOD 
While everyone agrees that the 
days of the 10 quid B-bit game are 
numbered, there is a widely-held 
belief that 16-bit is a growing market 
{or ful-price software; the machines 
are relatively new, and customers 
seem wiling — forthe time being, at 
least — to pay 15, 20 or even 25 
quid for games. 
| And here might be the place 
where the small software house, 
even the lone individual, might 
make a comeback in the games 
industry. Herbert Wright, again, on a 
recent Atari User Show: 11 was like 
an old 2X Microtair. All the small 
‘guys were there and | hope they 
survive. They bring much-needed 
originality lo the industry. Amen to 
that, Mastertonic, too, see 16-bit 











dovelopm 87 wa 
establishment in the UK о! 
European arm о! EA - larges 
| publisher of entertainment softwa 
EA в nol a public company 
they're not obliged to divulge pr 


turnover hough, for the year onding 
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ELECTRONIC ARTS 





Dent renin: aerate by Dre c 


ZEPPELIN TAKE OFF? 











smaller, independent houses? 

Mergers and marketing deals 
seem to be the order of the day. 
Rachel Davies doesn't think that 
many houses will actually go bust 
this year; ‘software houses are more 
professional than they used to be 
But she does believe that there wil 
be Mergers, a polarisation around 
the big houses, with the small 
houses becoming development 
teams still publishing under 
separate labels.’ Let's hope that it 
doesn't mean theyll just be turning 
ол coin-op clones to order 


software as an area of growth in the 
year ahead — in fact, just about 
anyone you care to tak to sees 16 
bit as the shining path leading to 
sales and profs 





WILL THE GAMES 
INDUSTRY SURVIVE? 

Will the rich get richer and the poor 
де! poorer in 88? Probably. What 
seems likely to happen is that the 
budget companies will increase 
their share of the 8-01 market. The 
big boys with the big money for the 
big licences will continue to coin it 
from coin-ops and films. And the 














NEWS SPECIAL™ 


What's ina 
game? 

Just how much does a software 
house actually make out of a 
game? Although you buy it in 
the shop for £9.99 or £19.99 the 
software house obviously 
doesnt ge all ofthat 

First of all they have lo gue 
a discount to the distributors 
who are getting onto the 
retailers’ shelves. The discount 
is usualy of he order of 55%, 
so a £9.99 game wil bring the 
publishers around £4 50, 

The advertising and 
packaging ol the game wil oat 
up а good proportion of that. 
Then you have to pay your 
programmers/graphic 
arlistsimusicians/development 
house. And ofcourse there are | 
the normal business costs of 
renting space, phone bili, 
travels ek. өк, 

Out of that original £9.99 
there might nol be much more 
man £150 - £200 eft Ҥ youre | 
опу sling а few thousand of a 
game then you're not making 
much money. Obviously, US 
Gold have done prety well rom 
Out Нит. they must have taken 
in around £800,000 from that 
one game alone - but even 
there you have lo bear in mind 
the substantial costs 
licensing the coin-op and the 














reputed six — months 
development involved. 
Unless you have the 


resources Io buy licences and 
promote your games heavily. 
its hard to sell a lot of full priced 
games. No wonder then that the 
smaller houses are cutting back 
on their releases and turning lo | 
development lor their bread and 
butter. 
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SEGA Mega Cartridges give you screen after screen of 
realistic, eye-opening graphics, exciting adventures andhour 
after hour of enthralling gamesplay. B 









TM 
BURNER 
AFTER v vvv چ‎ у W 
Take on the 1 
t 


challenge of 
this realistic 
flight 
simulator 
and survive 
in the skies. 


r 
Fly a F14 supersonic | Е 
jet fighter in battle | 
with enemy aireraft 

and helicopters I 
avoiding ground to | 
air missiles; timing 

take off and landing 
from your aircraft 
carrier: an absolute 
must for your v 
collection. 

AVAILABLE MARCH 


Evade abstr’ Г 
mean 
52 ү: 


Games from £14.95 Master System £99.95. 
Light Phaser £44.95, 3D Glasses £39.95 өөөө ee 


















our 
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гу 

Thrill to 

thegripping, 

realistic "— 
m. Расе of this i Enjoy the thrill of 
tle i speeding over the 
raft breathtaking ^ world's famous 

Racing Car roads in this Racing 

17 ' Car Adventure. 
E Adventure! Realistic effects as 
ling lane changes, uphill 
ift and downhill 
lute terrain, sudden 


curves and many 
more exciting effects. 
AVAILABLE NOW 








Nam A n 
а tan d Exciting, 

dy ену torpe deep tra careen ars ne eg strat 

rove 20a mosse 294г Manon n by кту over be barre compete CI require нне cing 
ance Fast action pa y in to req tak фе сөте. бы requires ото an allen "есче Your 
1 тамара a i a ™ face mist the S hs ia tip, 

tel eye ang a bate m lancer 
A ad steady 





PLUS 30 OTHER EXC 


n Menzi 


FPREVIEWS 



















e: 

own Master | moving is another matter - the 
System have been a bit ota | coin-op original sets a 
mixed bag. all things | cripplingly high standard, so 
considered. While Ош Run and | don't expect а pixel-perfect 
Choplifter have been very | copy! 
impressive indeed, Enduro 
RacerS change of perspective 
from the original 
of a disaster. If this shot's 
anything to go by they've kept 


the viewpoint where it belongs | Bier ees 
ШШ in the forthcoming After Burner - a А” J 
right behind your plane. How 3 s 


good the game looks once it's 








‘SEGA Tha mission begins as you F-14 Tomcat ape мүнөз. 


HAVE 
GNITION! 


This month's software 
Sputniks should go up rat NIGMON M 

like rockets: they're on zzz | тетт зо 
the launch pad, fired (reyes wey moun | veut cx nat get vou no 
his robot-infested HQ searching Elvin's hideout - but IM fans of 


up and ready to blast |» funiture Obvious really. | ов should catch оп pretty tes 


off! If the mission 5:755 башчы сщ 
proceeds as planned |i cn remening win га 
they'll achieve orbital |a 
insertion in ACE next 
month before 
splashing down at a 
shop near you – but it 
could take months of 
computer time to fully 
analyse the data! 








ST Ine t This maak tape wil sel destruct бе seconds. 
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GET DEXTER Il 
Ereiniogrames 
Cratton et Xunk went down a 
bundle with Amstrad owners in 
Britain, but the chances are that 
most of them didnt even realise 
1t. On this side of the Channel. 
you see, the game was 
marketed by wargame 
specialists PSS under the name 
Get Dexter. Now Infogrames are 
gearing up to bring us the En 
Informatique sequel, and as you 
сап see It does look rather good 
again you control the 
oid Dexter (Crafton) 
bizarre quest to the planet 
with plenty of nasties to 
d with and only the 














оос s00 











et Den - Cid Nis be as big a NI as Teig? 





STTGHTIF BU PENG MORE 
М; LE NCC sd 


Cash биттә те ST - some уи music, ret graphics, and arci cameo porta. 


CRASH GARRETT 
Infogrames 
Er..well..Ere Informatique, | must get her back. 
















tually. Those French lad Limited text input but lots of 
who brought you Get Dexter, 'eats as cameo portraits 
Bubbi dissolve, and 
now tryin e about the display. As a 
сопусу! cter enters, his picture 
aegis of sneaks smoothly on-screen 
periodical Met s 
Palace's Stifflip and Co should 





love this one - the a 
outlined in а scrol 

window above 
graphics display, v 
overlaying of animated faces as 
the various characters bof and 
heir way through 
їп which air ace С! 
has lost his дие 
the evil Baron 













GARRETT ATTEND A COTE BE SON SUTON, SOUS LOEN 


ORL OES MINUTES PLUS TARD, Un тне seame 
: (QNT. R 
WIENT VERS GARETT, Uc EMRE De FER M Û ШЫП 








PREVIEWS" 


friendly little podocephalus 
Scooter (Xunk) for help. Those. 
Infogrames people are still busy | 
translating the game and its 
accompanying literature, but ST 
and Amstrad CPC owners 
should be able to see the results 
very soon. Chic alors 





type ATTAQUEZ and watch him | 
slip down out of sight beneath 
the weight of your power 
packed punches. There's even а 
degree of animation showing 
the emotional Ше of those | 
involved - smiles, grimaces, 
snarls, and shrugs give you 
some idea of how your brief two- 
word text inputs are bing 
received. Stunning music on the 
ST version, superb graphics all 
round, but some doubts about 
the long-term interest and 
detinitely not one for those keen 
on 100% arcade action. Keep 
your eyes peeled for the full 
review of the English version, 
coming soon. 
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МАСТНИ ҮЛГҮЛҮҮ 























n the first part of the we 


ippa te eae aa wı | TNE second 


straight into the techniques involved 





ind oe ue» eme eu | INStalment of 





wa pase ot mea | Our series ON 

tare ешын ы sosai | Graphics 

т: technique 

amet | finds Brian 
Larkman 
trying out a 

| bit of light 

tracery. 


але going to cheat, and copy objects dir 
by hand digitising. 
There is a number of techniques that can 
be used to copy a picture, but the simplest 
опе is tracing. All of the pictures illustrating | 
this article were produced initially by tracing 
attempts at complex images tend to 
rather messy. As you get more practiced you 
to take bits and pieces trom vari 
d past together. In 
post important things to look 
сше selection are scale and 











Images from magazines, The method used is 
described in detail below, but first ifs worth 
discussing the process of selecting images, 
since this is really the very fist job once you 
have decided what you want to draw 

Fortunately for the aspiring graphic 
artist, we are surrounded by images suitably 
processed for us to copy. Newspapers, mag- | 
mnes, colour supplements, picture books, | 
posters, postcards, family photos - the list ot 
Qood sources is endless. If you intend to work. | 
quite often with а computer paint program, 
itis worth making a collection of images that 
interest you. Before sitting down at your co 
puter, scan through all of the 
tures and select those that 
what you want. 

Initially you should just choose one 











look 















two 









In both our main pictures, the aim was to 








object or complete picture to copy, though | mix together widely differing images. For this 
Whatever you choose, try to make it some- | to work, T. Rex and the Car, for exam 
thing simple; unless you have a very sophis aded to be approximately the right sizes 








боой 





high-resolution 


system, most | and at exactly the right angle and view. 


Hand Digitising 
Transfering the image of any object (or sound) from the outside world to a computer environment is 
called digitising. Most parts o the physical world appear to us as gradual changes of shade or tone. 
This continuous variation is known as analogue. A computer can only deal with variations in definite 
steps, each of which can be very small, but always numbered, and therefore known as digital. The 
easiest and most well-known way of digitising an image is by passing an analogue video signal 
through a hardware Digitser. This produces an approximation of the original made up of dots. Never 
theless, itis equally possible, though a lot more work, to hand digitise’ an image by carefully copying 
it A skilled artist can do this Ъу eye’, but most will at some time take the short-cut and trace an image. 


me 


























GRAPHIC: 


И 


4 colour тобе - could have been produc using BI Мне 
Ал Studio but was actualy created i ле Paint 2 on an Amiga. 





лш tace Note те gaps and lacî ol eta 


Boundaries эт now complete (no leaks) Deal add. Boh of 
ем cies we saved з wo 


"riti colouring ol objects More дим could have been dá a! 
а stage using colour fi parlers, but most ol Ihe modeling в 
scieved by he Ines Saved as 2 windows 
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easier to 
ing. provided 






except in the spec 
cuttin 


It possible, 








gives a better idea of how the picture will 
work: otherwise, try rough tracing or sketch- 
es. It may seem laborious, but its hard to 
ver-emphasise the fact that this early prepa: 
is what makes a good painting 

The next stage is to copy the objects you 
have chosen. either by tracing or with a grid. 
Both these techniques are described in boxes, 














easiest hand method of digitsing a 
transparent. Some form of 

Tec mages ит superimposed эла er Эн (shoul sa) ost suitable. They 
added Saved sone window ribbed waterproo! 






Trace the image carefully 
not be tempted into drawing too much deta 
change gradually, 














One great th 


Position 


idvantage of thin acet 











tool. Itis usually best о select an ой-м 
ing pen). Starting at the top and working 





wn, fo 





curves. You may find it easier to line 
The final copy should look something like the 


Compete oerourdconposton The aga (GT Re) sealed 
down sight [o defin a лайн recae тз» and трол, 
"be originai to iin AAS) Ris then "mirror Врреб зоону. Tis | | 
Sale window s aiso saved 


is of the line. 





Tracing 
age is by tracing 
аг acetate suc 
obtained from a good model-making or stationery shop. A fine 
or rollerball pen is also required. Red or green are better than 
| black, allowing the lines you draw on screen to show through. 
following all imbs’ of 
If there are definite colour change 


try o pick out a line hat 
pain 





ng by numbers: 





icing on-screen in the correct orienta 
or masking tape. 

copy is made using rubber-banded line or polygon 

le screen and a di 

low the shape 

‘banded lines. With а litle practice it is possible to produce a very go 





frst С.Т. Rex outline above. SAVE IT IMMEDIATE: 
LY. There wil be lots of gaps and wrong lines, but thes 
rawing can be added at this stage. 


iL The tracing ‘paper’ needs to be 
as overhead projector transparencies is 





the object, not just around the edge — bul do 
trace those too. If 
should look like 





ides them. The final trac 





id si 





to the monitor screen by static alone. 
is not enough, use 'blu-tack 








or, for circles or ellipses, the suitable 
inctive ine colour (different from the trac 
И the traced lines with short rubber: 
‘copy, even with quite tight 
gs up if you keep one eye closed. 














an be corrected with magnify. The fine 











1 fhink it must 
be а misprint in 
| the ee 





The fri picture А simpl background s composed frst The sse widow pated down, flowed by Фе orignal arger wrdow sigh overlapped t show depth ol fel Shadows are hen painted in wih wash 


"ertum as described last mont 
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“XC and Doan acid copies ir yg up. 





(Be pining by uter sje 
(Drone rion 

(c) Dinosaur - initial dithered version. 
(i cedo pase up Dear 





Jo оол medium rslaton (ита) sing ле Part 2 on an Amiga 2000 


Once the detailed linedrawing has been 
made, the real work is over. However, it can 
not be stressed frequently enough to SAVE 
YOUR WORK OFTEN. Keep a separate copy 
of the line drawing, as you may want to use 
it in the future or make a fatal mistake with 
the filled-in version. 

What you do next depends on how you 
like to work and the subject-matter. It may 
be that the whole picture can now be assem 
bled as а line drawing and then filled in with 
colour and texture. In most cases, it is better 





Changing Scale 
with a Grid 
I ihe sofware you are using wil not allow 
scaling, tis possible lo copy an image using a 
9nd. Draw a pencil grid over the original pic- 
ture, ding it up into a reasonable number of 
squares (at leas 8 x В). f you do not want to 
draw recty on the picture, then use an 
acetate sheet. Using the gridlock foo of your 
paing program. create а gnd of similar propor 
"ions to your drawing, but at he new scale 
(eg. х2. 14, x 05). Working systematically 
across your drawing. copy the contents of 
each square into the corresponding square 
on-screen, taking te positon that each ine 
|. crosses the grid into the next box as a guide. 
Detais and corectons can be added wth 
magnify. SAVE OFTEN. 
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to finish each object completely and then 
assemble the picture. There are several rea- 
sons for this. Firstly, complete objects can be 
stored separately in libraries for use in other 
pictures at a later date. Secondly, some 
objects may overlap each other, or be multi 
ples of one image and it makes no sense to 
colour each one individually. Thirdly, you 
may wish to try а variety of compositions 
and backgrounds before finalising the lay: 
out © 


ARTWORKS 


Inspired by our DIY series 
Want to show the world what 
you're made of? Then send 

your artworks — with a note 
explaining how they were cre- 


ated - to 


Artworks 
ACE 
4, Queen Street 
Bath 
BA1 1EJ 
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It was so obvious that hard- 
ly anyone noticed at first. 
Neochrome, the original art 
package for the ST, gave the 
first hint by using over 200 
colours on-screen at once. 
Now Eidersoft have proved 
it with Quantum Paint— 

| the Atari ST is actually 
capable of displaying 4096 
colours on screen at once, 
just like the Amiga. Is it 
worth having? Brian Lark- 
man finds out. 
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ATARI ST 520/1040, EIDERSOFT £19.95 





he trouble is, once you have got 
them what are you going to dc 
them? Some people would 


s Archimedes. Nei 


256, as does > 
shown with DigiPaint 


less, as NewTec 
fully smooth shading of pi allowing 
haded objects, 

achieve 


drawing of realistically 


GEM workbench. 
nised inter 
Belore use, a 
om the manual, 


though the pr 
face of its own for operatio 
‘Key-Word has to be foun 





that seems the least 
ection, normally 
allowing the k-up their master disk 
аз often os necessary. For some reason, the 
review copy refused to produce a useable 
backup, but Exdersott say that it should be 
possible to copy all ot the necessary files indi 
vidually 


а simple o 
annoying met 





















ontrol pan 
pletely clear drawing area is 
here, with the right mouse bu 
Filing, preferences, set-up op 
her less-often used functions are reached 
om a second control panel via a Menu but 
ton on the main screen. The main controls 
ut logically into three areas: basic 
drawing tools on the left, animation control 
on the right and palette control across the 


ом appears. The com- 
accessed trom 


























Most of the drawing tools you would 
expect are present, though there are several 
suprises in a package of this nature, making 
if less useful than it ought to be. At first there 
seemed to be no Undo function, something 
even the most experienced computer artist 
would not want to be without. In fact, it is 
| possible to undo via the keyboard UNDO key. 





















though this is not mentioned in the manual. 
However, undo operates on all drawing that 
has taken place since the control panel was 
last brought up. For someone used to smaller- 
scole undos, this is rather inhibiting ond 
potentially disostrous 














CUT AND PASTE 
Even more inhibiting is the 1 
paste. Areas of the screen сап b 
| and moved 
with or withe 


ad ошап 
picked up 
ied. or used as brushes, 
t a transparent background. 
They cannot be saved and loaded, even 
йо a temporary clipboard, or between 
Quantum Paints two drawing screens This 
prevents one of the major advantages of 
computer art over the more messy variety - 
building up pictures from a library of compo: 
nents. On the plus side, itis possible to asso 
areas just by drawing round them freehand. 
Nevertheless, this absence could, for people 
used to mote sophisticated cut-and-paste, rel 
egate Quantum Paint to being useful merely 
for working on pictures produced by some 
other package or digitiser. 























arene eRe cGee SSR Tease PEgSSE-—M 


ee ee eT rrr opo e 





PALETTE CONTROL 
The top of the control panel is the area of 
тео] interest ~ making GPaint a unique pro- 
gram on the ST - the palette control. Using 
(lo quote the manual а system of `. Horizon- 
tal Blank Interrupts to completely exchange 
a new palette of colours for the current one, 
while the picture is being displayed on the 
video screen... four new modes (128, 32 
SP512 and SPAK) have been added to the 
STs graphics capability. The simplest of these 
are the 128 and 32 modes, low and medium 
resolution respectively, providing - yes. you 
guessed it - 128 or 32 colours on-screen. 

Within the palette control area is a nor 
mal 16 (or 4 in low res) colour palete. Bach 
of these colours can be selected individually 
from a full screen display of all the STs nor- 
mal range of 512 (activated by the PICK but 
fon), or by using RGB sliders. Colours сап 
also be copied between paintpots and 
spread between two selected colours giving 
ап evenly graduated range. Beneath the 
"current palette is a set of buttons numbered 
1 = 8. Clicking on each of these will display 
Its respective pallete. allowing it to be set up 
changed Doublecticking on а button 
brings up a Cycle requester so as to indepen- 
dently control range, speed, and direction of 
‘colour cycling for each. 

When they are activated, each of the 
eight palettes available can control a hort 
zontal bond across the screen. The PALETTES 
button on the second - ‘contro! - screen 
brings up a requester displaying the state 
and distribution of all palettes by means of 
eight wide sliders, which can be dragged 
up and down the screen, and eight toggles 
totum palettes on or off 

The effect of these controls can be seen 
in the picture Madonna’. The background 
consists of а series of zones of colour. each 
independent of the others. Seen live. these 
zones are shimmering with colour caused by = 
союш cycling: Only the colours in the fore- 
ground (of the face and hair) are common to 
dll palettes. Similarly, the landscape picture. 
Carved Stone’ has two independent 16 
colour palettes just to produce the smooth 
sky colours, plus two mote to shade the mid. 
dle-distanoe and foreground 

In use, 128 mode is quite straightior 
ward. The palettes are simple to set up and 
drawing is satisfactory within the limitations 
of the tools already mentioned. Oh, but how 
nice it would be to have more control over 
how the colour is distributed. Freehand cycle 
draw allows each ot the colours in the cycle 
range to be painted in sequence as a brush 
line is drawn. but there is no cycle draw оп 
апу of the other tools, and dithered fils are 
not available. This is а great pity. Having 
gone to the trouble of providing so many 
‘colours on-screen. the tools for using them 
really should be more sophisticated On the 
plus side ot colour control (although not 
implemented on the current version), the 
manua! promises antialiasing, smoothing 
and smearing ~ all very useful etfects. 














SUPER PALETTE 

In the centre of the main control board is а | 
button marked MODE. Clicking on this 
allows selection of the two Super Palette 


Carved Sore - two paletes амо produc би y то more tor 
he отуз vd арол 


modes. Its when using these, especially 4K 
mode, that the real achievement of David T 
Jones, the programmer ot Quantum Paint, 
can be appreciated. Super Palette allows the 
use of either 512 or 4096 colours on-screen 
something that most ST artists though was 
possible only on the Amiga. 

їп proctice, SP modes are slightly more 
fiddly to use than 128 or 32 because of the 
need for draft screen. Most of the normal 
Gain! drawing tools except flood fll are 
‘available, but the colours that appear on: 
screen are selected ftom a suitable range of 
16, like a normal ST palette, so the draft 
drawing олп be rather dull. No matter, after 
a Period of inactivity (the length of which 
сап be set) the program is able to calculate 
the correct colours to display and presents а 
full colour screen. If you do not mind the 
Slight ficker of an Interlaced screen, all 4096 
colours con be seen (well actually only 
about 3500 different ones) or 512 without 
interlace. 

1t seems a litle churlish to pick holes in 
this amazing achievement, but as was men- 
tioned at the beginning, 4000 colours are 
only as useful as the tools available for paint 
ing them with. 

The S P Modes mentioned in the manual 
Gre. like most of the Draw modes, not impie- 


Madonna - Oniy he colours т те foreground are common oa pates. 
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mented on this version, so I cannot comment 
оп their use. If they are anything like the sim. 
ilar Modes in DigiPaint, then they wil be 
great. Nevertheless, it is colour drawing tools 
like dithered fills and shading that are the 
most commonly required means for using 
lots of colours. The lack of these is the great- 
ей limitation of the package. 

One of its great advantages, though. is. 
the simple animation faciity provided. Any 
screen cun be saved not as a full screen 
dump disk, but as a delta flle containing 
only the differences between the current pic- 
ture and the previous one. If only cutand- 
paste brushes could be loaded trom a 
library, simple animation would be very 
easy. Even now, in combination with the 
excellent colour cycling facilities, animation 
is good. 

Quantum Paint is going to be a spectac- 
ular program. At present, it is very good. 
especially for the price (£19.95), but not real 
ly finished off to the point of replacing the 

‘weird and ‘wonderful’ graphics novelties. 
of other programs (to quote the manual). 
Eidersott insist that there is a definite upgrade 
path to version 2 for a nominal sum (but only 
to registered users), Version 2 will have ай of 
the colour manipulation tools mentioned in 
the manual plus some, if not all, of those 1 
have suggested os well In the meantime, 
Version 1 hos to be a must for any ST artist. 


FOR | 
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COMPETITION 


Power beyond your wildest dreams 
will be yours if you should have 
the great good fortune to win this 
amazing. ACE Competition. You will 
be given a whole colour page of 
this illustrious organ to air your 
views on any computer-related 
subject you wish. 

. THOUSANDS of readers and 
software houses will be at the 
mercy of your pens as you 
SAVAGE the pirates, SOUND OFF 
about licenses, BLOW KISSES to 
your favourite programmers, send 
PRETTY MESSAGES to your 
friends and NASTY MESSAGES to 
your enemies (all within the limits 





The ACE editorial cfc where youl have the pleasure ol working. Andy Seit 


пиве Sem Coia ec on ia MH эмен т of good-ish taste and the law, 
of course). 
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BUT WHAT DOES 
AN EDITOR DO? 


As editor youl have almost dictatorial powers, 
sending your minions scurrying to fulfil your тег 
est whim, Youll determine exactly what goes on 
the page, with what llustratons, 

But these enormous powers also bring heavy 
responsibilities; is It wise to use valuable space 
moaning about the lamentable showing of Unit- 
‘ed's back four In last week's cup tie? Does your 
‘Auntie Joyce really want everyone to know what 
you think of her? Will Fred next-door-but-one take 
kindly to being named in print as a pirate? 

These and many other choices are the edito 
rial decisions you'll have to make, But don't worry 
= you won't be on your own. The experienced 
ACE team willbe on hand to show you the ropes. 
and will even, it you play your cards right, be at 
your beck and call 








ENTER 


You've got to exercise some 
judgement to convince us that 
you've got what it takes to do the 
job. Printed below are 5 factors 
that play a part in making up a 
good computer entertainment 
magazine. All you have to do is | 
put them in order of importance. | 
So, if you think ‘Authoritative soft- 
ware reviews’ is the most impor- 
tant of them, simply write 1 in the 
box on that line; if you think 
‘Authoritative software reviews’ is 
the least important factor, then 
write 5 in the box, Send your 
entry on the coupon below to: 
ACE Edit Competition, ACE, 4 
Queen Street, Bath BA1 1EJ. 

Entries must reach us by 12th 
March. 





‘The ACE art am ad hose uches of siyish design to the pages 


NEW TECHNOLOGY 

Youll also get the chance to use the very latest in 
professional DTP software and hardware; here at 
ACE we use state-ot-the-art software running on 


Producto Edi od Lawton working on ha Macintosh, checking 
for e numerous peng errors copy nter by Andy Sman 


COMPETITION 









the luxurious Apple Macintosh. You can create 
boxes, headlines, illustrations, all at the click of a 


mouse. 

When youre absolutely satisfied with the 
result then you can simply run it through our type. 
seting machine and it's ready to be printed in the. 
magazine 


25 SOFTWARE TITLES 
As if the honour and power of editing your 
very own page were not enough, we're also 
offering the winner 25 software titles to be 
‘selected from our very own groaning shelves. 
You'll just walk in, gaze in wonder at the rich- 
ез on show and then take your pick — and that 
‘could be worth up to £500. 


THE FREE LUNCH 

Don't you believe it it some wiseacre sidies up to 
you and whispers There's no such thing as a free 
lunch’; he's wrong. Should you win this editorial 
role, you will be lavishly lunched at one of Bath's 
many fine restaurants - at no cost whatsoever to 
yourself! 





Authoritative 
software reviews 


Colour 
photographs 


Witty writing 


Exciting 
competitions 


Lively special 


Tie Breaker 


Here's a letter from a poor soul in agony. In not more than 25 words, write — 
оп the dotted lines below — a suitable reply to print in the magazine. 


Dear ACE, 
am having a problem. | cannot get my my disk version of Elite to load into my Sega Console. 
Гат getting desperate. Can you help? 
A. Wally Berkshire. 








i features 
mmm шыш пыш шыш шыш шыш шыш Шш 
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‘Summer Games. The dignitaries and celebrities prepare. 
their speeches, and await the huge crowds expected to 
attend. Beware there are still the straying city dweller cats 


|. despised by all. The infamous cats are well known for. 











= 
Е BACK TO 
B THE FUTURE 


Coin-ops in 1988 - Chris Jenkins reports from the 
44th Amusement Trades Exhibition at Olympia. 


тшу it has been said that today's 
coin-op is tomor 
puter game, Verily, from 5 
Invaders even unto Rampage 
has it been so, and thereby shalt 
thou know the shape of next 
years hot products. 

All that may change, though. if the sign 
nd portents seen at the arcade industry's 
annual get-together at Olympia come to 
pass. It looks as if the coin-op industry has 
Tun out of new ideas for game themes and 
has come to sticking point in the actual 
graphics handing technology. Next years 
big gimmicks, it seems, will be the cabinets 
ther than the contents. 

Ina bid to woo players away from their 
computer and back to the arcades, the 
Japanese and American coin-op designers 
have been concentrating on the areas 
where home computers cannot compete 
the actual playing environment. While the 
comfort of your living room may distract you 
ftom the serious business of alien-bashing, 
the arcades can give you the surroundings, 
the feel, and even the smells of the rec 
thing. Companies such as CapCom are said 
to be experimenting with the arcade equiv 
lent of Scratchin'niff technology. by whic 
‘appropriate odours will be watted through 
the cabinet as you play. The problem so far 
is that they've perfected the nauseating 
smells suc е oil, cordite fumes and 
burning rubber, but can't come up with any- 
thing that people actually WANT to smell. 1 
think i! will be some time before the arcades 
ning to the cry Was that you, or have I just 
scored a bonus? 

The major move, then. is away trom 
spectacular graphics systems such as car 
toon-based laser monitors and 
‘mechanical 





ow's home 
















































































beat is Sega's Afterbumer, the sci jet fighter 
simulation featuring stun graphics. 
housed in а £4000 hydraulically-operate 
sitin cabinet. Obviously, it's the cost of such 
units which make them relatively rare; but 
there are cheaper alternatives which look set 
to dominate the market. Sega's Thun. 
derblade, for instance, is а fairly straightior 
ward helicopter simulator. Presented as an 
Gukocockpit view, it includes brillian 
graphics of high rise buildings through which 
you have to weave, forests patrolled by 
lightning-fast fighter planes, sea-bor 
forces, and weapon-festooned caverns 
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task. believe it or 


able as a tree-stan 
et. but, like 
ifs also 





games, 











в a pilots seat. 
als. joystick with 








g your chopper 
ng buildings, gunfire | machines such as Outrun in many ways. 
However, the cabinets, mounted 
hydraulics, fling themselves backwards and 
forwards, and they can be electronically 
linked together so that up to eight players 
can race at the same time. Taitos Full Throl. 

Unlike the exp Super Hang On | tie also features hydraulics. Available too in 
and other hydraulically-powered simulators this one has a cabinet 
Thunder Blade uses a simple syster which looks more like a bubble-car than а 
‘connected to the joystick: its therefore much | formula one racer, but what the heck. The 
cheaper to buy and service. and so should ely suburban too with vil 
encourage a whole wave of similar games underpasses and bridges rather than 
such as Konami's WEC Le mans racing simu 

Another excitnglooking ride 
inal Lap. It's very similar to 








enhances the game, and which certainly 
couldnt be reproduced outside an arcade. 











freestanding form. 
of lev 











аде, 
Tace tracks 








Another impressive Yeelie! is a bit о! a throw. 











Top Speed Ту -racing bubble car kon Tate 
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RCADES 


back to the premicro cowboy shooting 
games I remember playing when 1 wos ten. 
Taitos Operation Wolf is an incredibly пову 
simulation in which you will soon find the 
realism of the action urging you into a homi 
cidal frenzy 

The cabinet is deceptively simple, a lov. 
ingly-teproduced Uzi submachine gun 
mounted on a column, featuring а conven: 
tional trigger and а barre-mounted stud to 
launch grenades, points towards the screen 
inset behind a glass shield (to prevent rico- 
оће, perhaps?) 

The game's simple too; six static scenes 





Алебитег- mini ideo version of he вс сизге gane 


of unge warfare in which you must gun 
down the enemy while completing your mis 
sion to knock out communications, or pick 
up ammunition, of rescue prisoners. Enemy 
soldiers run, roll and parachute onto the 
screen, hurling grenades, shooting wildly. 
апа even in one memorable scene shielding 
themselves behind civilians who you must 
not shoot. You fre back madly, searching 
out spare clips, rocket Боп» and fist aid 
kits to replenish your supplies. The gimmick 
is that os you shoot the gun bucks widiy. 
throwing your aim way cff and forcing you 
to squirt valuable ammunition wostefully in 
order to be sure you demolish all the troops, 
helicopters, jeeps and gunboats before they 
shoot you down 

Operation Wolf certainly made me get 
camied away: my policy of aiming careful 
shots and avoiding shooting civilians soon 
gave way to a murderous bloodlust in which 
T quite happily blew off the heads of lak 
jacketed soldiers. I! anything, Operation 
Wolf takes realism a little too far and raises 
questions as to whether these games cught 
not to be subject to some form of monitoring. 

"ho same accusation could be aimed at 
Sega's Heavyweight Champ, another mew 
idea which in fact returns to the mechanical 
penny-arcade games ot old. Heavyweight 
Champ в а boxing simulation using graph 
ics of a type which has been available in 
various forms for а couple of years, а six-foot 
high cabinet mounting a twenty-inch moni- 
tor depicting a 3-D view of the ring. You look 
through your player, who is shown in outline 
form . to see your opponents. A number 
attacking and defensive moves are possible, 
and if you can complete five fights within 
the time limit, you become champion and 
go on to defend your tile against increasing 
ly faster and more skilful fighters 

Some years ago you may have seen а 
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fim called Futureworld in which android 
boxers were controlled by players who want- 
ed to work out their frustrations harmlessly 
The ideas the game with Heavyweight 
Champ. because instead of twiddling a 
weedy joystick you grab hold of a pair of 
handles, and actually punch at the machine 
‘and swivel the top section of the cabinet to 
make your moves: straight forward for a jab. 
forward with а twist for а hook, move the 
lever trom low to high for an uppercut, and 
weave and raise the levers to defend, I saw 
players getting really camed away with this 
‘and bashing at the machine for all they 
‘were worth; time alone will tell whether the 
machines oun take the punishment, or 
whether players will manage to injure them- 
selves punching at it 





SEQUELS 

Another trend for '88 is to produce much 
enhanced sequels to old faithfuls (1 told you 
ning out of ideas). Whether 
k this is worth the effort is largely а 
matter of taste. Ataris Galaga 88 for 
instance, is a follow-up to one of the biggest 
early arcade games. In the new version, the 
game remains the same: waves of aliens 
swoop down from the skies, trying to bomb 
you or capture your fighter. The difference is 
that instead of the weedy two-colour sprites, 
ме now have massively detailed and amus- 
ingly individual enemies, glittering crystals 
‘and rotating asteroids; the jngly music is 














Feo, and fre as you sor rough Be ум! at yonder on 
Зер Thunder Bade. 


replaced by stunning digital etfects and 
hilarious dance tunes in the bonus sections: 
‘and the backgrounds are now marvelously 
detailed, with space stations. whirling 
starfields and planetoids. OK for a blast, but 
nothing more than a prettyfied version of the 
original 

The same can! really be said of Blas. 
feroids, which takes the old Asteroids so 
naro into a totally new dimension. Now. 
instead of monochrome vector graphics of 
pointy spaceships and boulders, you have 
monstrous multi-colour mother ships, hordes 
f tiny space fighters, battle cruisers, AND 
asteroids to contend with. You can hit one of 
three buttons which cause your fighter to 
reconstruct itself into different modes, 





designed for fighting, running or defending 
Having cleared one screen you hyperspace 
into another star quadrant, with another bril- 
liant background and another set of ene- 
mies. I's fun, but like Galaga 88 looks a bit 
primitive compared to the latest 3-D fighter 
simulations such as Grey Out or Tornado. 


curtesy 

Another trend which fails to inspire me with 
‘excitement is the retur of the cutesy game. 
Apart from Atari's Pacmania, follow up to the 
ground-breaking Pacman and Pacland, we 
Gre also promised Rainbow Island, Тайоз 
sequel to Bubble Bobble, and Mr Hell, пету 
stab at the cutesy market which makes one 
think they'd be better off concentrating on 
blasters such as R Type. 

1 cont see myself spending many ten- 
penoes on those orgies of tweeness, bul I 
think the old piggybank will take a bashing 
at the latest round of combat games. Most of 
the designers have solved the probiem of 
these games being so static by combining 
elements of the horizontally-scrolling shoot 
emp. Тайоз Ninja Warriors, for instance, 
uses a giant three-monitor system to display 
highiy detailed backgrounds of street scenes 
and military bases. Your Ninja (or Kunoichi = 
apparently a lady ninja, although I dont 
know how you can tell with ail the clobber 
оп) must defeat soldiers, guard dogs, tanks 
and fire-breathing demons using leaps, 
crouches, and the ever-reliable Shuriken and 
sword. Lovely graphics, then, though litle in 
the way of originality. 

Sequelitis is even hitting shootem-ups, 
with Taito's follow-up to Tiger Hall and Fly- 
ing Shark due to put in an appearance soon. 
Twin Cobra scrolls vertically, includes scenes 
over jungles, deserts, and dockyards, allows 
you to pick up extra weapons such as lasers, 
bombs and smart missiles, and has a two- 
player mode. Original, it aint, but then nei- 
ther is Typhoon, Konami's jetfighter shoot- 
‘em-up which does at least feature an unusu- 
al mixture of topview and perspective 
gameplay as you battle to destroy the 
inevitable planes, missiles, aircraft carriers 
and ground bases 


TAKE YOUR PICK 
Another new trend is towards multi game 
‘consoles, Although for obvious reasons hee. 
are limited to the less ambitious titles ~ none 
of your smellivisions, hydraulics or rattling 
machine-guns here - Nintendo's Playchoice 
Ten does at least have eyelevei stereo 
speakers, and a pistol attached to it for 
games such as Duck Hunt and Wild Gun: 
man. Mote conventional games, such as 
Castlevania. Mario Bros, Volleyball and 
Metroid can also be found on these units, 
which at least give you а wider choice of 
games, even if they aren't stateot-theart 
Атой Super Select System works on the 
same menu-driven principle 

1988, then looks like a year for mechan 
ош rather than electronic advances, Soon 
well be sitting on, riding in, punching, shoot- 
ing and probably kicking our ooin-ops rather 
than just twisting the joysticks. From now on. 
while youte enjoying the games, you сап be 
getting some exercise tco. 
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€ AARGH! 
жайа 
20p per game 


As 68000-based micros come to dominate 
the home computer market, the dividing line 
between computers and coin-ops becomes 
increasingly blued, Just to make things 
mote confusing, Mastertronic's coin-op divi 
sion Arcadia is now developing machines 
using Commodore Amiga circuitry, implying 
that the resulting home computer conver 
sions will be nearly identical to the coin-op 
originals. 

T thats the case, I can't watt to get hold 
of AARGH ( think you have to shout to get 
the full effect) which is a fairly unashamed 
прой of Rampage, the monsters-on-the-loose 
(game recently launched in home micro form 
by Activision. AARGH takes the basic idea 
^l making you the baddie and offering you 
the chance to do as much damage as possi 








the gole opens 


ble, but throws in some neat twists and great 
scenario 

Seton a jungle island straight out of King 
Kong, the oneor two player game lets you 
control either а Godziliaike dinosaur, or a 
fearsome cyclops. The opening map shows 
you the islands main beauty spots, which 
you must reduce to smouldering rubble. The 
fist scene в a native village guarded by 
enormous gates, which crumble at your 
assault o allow you to run amok inside the 
Compound Pleasing perspective otfocts 


The rerucin sereen 


СЕЙ 

Punch down to pich wp f 
and natives fer energy. 

AM hteing for more firages 


Se The Egg. еј 





| allow you to move їп any direction around 
the native village 

Your task is to smash up everything you 

com, а process which is depicted in gory 





detail. Breathe on thatched huts and 

burst into flame, little natives running aro 
until you stomp them into puddles. Batter 
huts with your fists and they fall into smoking 
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map ol he isn 


heaps. You con even climb on top ot them to 
finish off the job. 

їз not ой fun, though In the two player 
game, youte competing for points against 
the cyclops: in the one-player game, some- 
thing even more fierce 

The natives are obviously used to the 
monsters shopping expeditions, and have | 
knocked together а litle deterrent in wood- 
Work classes. This stone-throwing catapult 
cam be very detrimental to your health, soas | 
the natives drag 1t around the village tying 
to get within range. you should chase after | 
them and give them а taste o the old death 
breath 

As you progress through the vilages cre- | 
ating mayhem, more threats loom, шейш | 
giant insects which try to bite ой the top ct | 
Your head. | 

Should you be unfortunate enough to run 
out of energy, your monster collapses in a 
bloody mess of cutlets which look just about 
the nght sze lor the cooking pol 

Endeanngly tasteless and violent 
AARGH should establish Arcadia аз ап 
arcade force o be reckoned with 
— 
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Preview The Future! 
PROJECT: STEALTH FIGHTER 




















Stealth Fighter...the hottest topic of conversation in aviation PROJECT: STEALTH FIGHTER. Another brillant simulation 
circles today. Space Age technology and engineering make from MicroProse. Available for the Commodore 64/128K. 
these aircraft virtually undetectable by enemy radar. Cassette £14.95. Disk £19.95. 


Stealth Fighters are believed to be in operation, flying the 
most sensitive missions, flown by a superior class of pilot. You 
can experience that thrill of flying a revolutionary aircraft. 
previewing the edge of the future. 
SIMULATION е SOFTWARE 


Please ѕепа _ copy/ies of Project: Stealth Fighter CBM 64/128 C Cassette £14.95 O Disk £19.95 Û] Further details. 


Name (block capitals) Address. 
Post Cod 


lencose£ — — including 55р P+P. Cheques payable to MicroProse Software Ltd. 
or debit my Access/Visacard.Expirydate — — No. 


lation 
128K. 


Май. 














Remember the first 
time you played 
Defender? Christina 
Erskine charts the 
development of the 
arcades, from the 
good old, bad old 
days, to the first 
official license 
between the coin-slot 
industry and the 
home-computer 
copy-cats. 


hich was the first ever video 
game to hit the arcades and 
stort off the coin-op craze? All 
those who answered Space 
Invaders go to the bottom of 
the class. Brownie points to 
everyone who remembered Fong. 

Pong was the first commercial video 
game, written and launched in 1972 by ап 
American university graduate called Nolan 
Bushnell. His fledgling comapany, Atari. soid 
the game into hundreds of bars and amuse- 
ment arcades in the United States. A year 
later, Ping Pong amived in ће UK with 
Immediate impact. To arcade visitors, Pon; 





made a complete change trom one-armed 
bandits and pinball machines. The video 
(game boom had begun 

These days, Pong looks laughably primi 
tive, but even in these early days certain 
simple guidelines were established that are 
recognised even by todays mult-colour 
megagames - simplicity, addictiveness 
scoring, increasing levels ot difüculy 
(although in the very fist versions the bail 
didnt speed up as the game progressed) 
and competition between two or more ріау- 
өз. The game consisted of two blocks repre- 
senting each players bat, and а crude 
Square all moving slowly between them. 

16 years ago, its like had never been 
seen before, Throughout 1973, Pong hurtled 
into amusement arcades up and down the 
country. Then, almost as quickly os the craze 











took hold, it faded out again. By 1974, the 
original Pong was bun ind the embry. 
onic industry which had grown up around it 
took stock. 

The first versions of BreakOut - which in 
1988 в enjoying а renaissance through 
Arkanoid and Impact – appeared 
‘and established yet another industry 
line - the variant clone. This Pong derivative 
kept the balls on the screen and the video 
game industry in the black for some time. 
but after the initial enthusiasm for BreakOut 
had waned. things remained quiet on the 
coin-op scene for some years. 














ENTER THE JAPANESE 
Pong and BreakOut were both developed in 
the US. It wasnt until 1978. with the arrival of 
Тайоѕ Space Invaders, that the Japanese 





SPECIAL" 





burst onto the market and the popularity of 
video games exploded all over again, and 
with an alarming intensity. 

Taito was kept busy manufacturing 
400,000 Space Invaders machines for the 
Japanese market alone, and licensed rights 
outside Japan to US company Midway in 
order to cope. By 1979, there were something. 
in the region of 750,000 Space Invaders 
garnes instaled in arcades, pubs, and public 
buildings throughout the world, around 
85,000 of them in the UK. 

Space Invaders fever abated somewhat 
by 1980, but this time there was a plethora of 
quality games to take its place. Galaxians 
was the first significant landmark - another 
f clone (this time on Space Invaders) 
but now in glorious technicolour. Then came 
three very important releases which together 
with Galaxians have shaped both the 
олде industry and (lo an even greater 
extent) the computer games market ever 
since. 

First, there was Scramble, which together 
with Defender established the horizontal 
scrolling shoot-em-up, You will find very litle 
in a modem game like Plutos that doesnt 
exist in the original Scramble scenario. 
Defender gave us even more reversible flight 
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Charting the changes | 
Ke Vs son inl Doct ui ЫНАН AUN thy zeae! ‘He began pro- 


gramming and designing coin-op games in in order to Sot up Taskset Software - of 
 SuperPipeline tame — and has now gone back to wnting | currently for Mastertronic's 
‘Arcadia venture. 
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Pacis on е Spectrum - Be ony эш version. produced by riso. The simply o! he game кута made 1 deal lor conversion onio 
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Noting bd Pacman. vewed тол gourd eel. wi pseudo 30 
sight feci, but a game orat hat proved very popular ки tine on 
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newly-formed Hews 


| responsible for a thinly-ais 
ber entitled Space 

| didnt occur to people th 
ind of with rights 











pono бочу Bzres ron Ari. Apart ron he covious imitations imposed by P Spectrum. INS arcade s a shameless cione o! Donkey Kong 


Nowadays a дле Ihe Ns мола most cei result in legai cor beg aen. 








| setting the final seal of | 
| legitimacy on the relationship | 


| 1980-81 Games such as Pacman, 
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Chronology - from 
Pong to the first official 
arcade licence. 


1972 Nolan Bushnell writes Pong 


1973 Pong machines become 
available in the UK. 

1974 The first version of 

BreakOut hits the UK arcades. 

1977 Pong is produced for the 
brand new Atari 2600 games 
console 

1978 The Atari 400 sees the light 

of day in the US | 
1978 Taito's Space Invaders, the 
arcade game, sets off the second | 
coin-op game explosion 

1979 Galaxians, the first colour 
display video game is introduced 
1980 Defender, the first game | 
played with horizontal rather than 
vertical movement, appears. 


Scramble,Donkey Kong, Mr Do 
and Frogger keep the coins going 
into the slots 

1981 Space Invaders appears on 
console format for Atari 
machines. 

1981 The Atari 400 and 800 
games consoles arrive in the UK. 
1981 The ZX81 is launched, and 
the UK home computer boom 
begins, Demand for 

software, particularly games, 
leads to hundreds of software 
houses setting up shop. Unautho- 
rised versions of coin-op titles 
sweep the market. 

1982 Atari releases Pacman for 
its console range 

1982 Bug Byte withdraws 

Vicmen after threats of legal 
action from Atari. 

1982 Atari goes on to do battle. 
with Commodore over Jelly 
Monsters. | 
1983 Century Electronics licenses 
Superior and Ocean to produce 
offical versions of Hunchback, 


between the home and arcade 
industries. 





Advanced Computer Entertainment 3 1 














SPECIAL 











Ber Bove ore ot numerous работ» and adden Kong dervatet ! you Nn he graphics are poor ust wa I yo ear the version of 
Тебу Bears Реле Bat beeps away while ou pay 





эге Wir om the arcades, Ре home computer dst, 
sr row tack to he arcades wih Акаба. 








Copyright 
Prior to the new 1985 Copyright Act, ће safest way о argue а copyright infringement in the 
computer industry was to go by the written word = if the case of software, the actual programming 
code. Thus in order to infringe copyright. the offending lie had to be a copy of a subsantial part of 
| 1ле originals codo. Obviously in translating games from. say, a printed circuit board in an arcade cab- 
inet to а ZXB1, ths definition rapidly became meaningless. The code couldn't remain the samê. 
An alternative was to у tor a passing off action, ie, that the computer game intentionally resam- 
bled the original. Just how much the very early computer versions of arcade games, written on 1K 
micros, dd manage to resemble the coin-op originalis debatable. 








Costs 


To play one ofthe first Space Invaders 
machines in 1978 cost just Sp per game, 





‘buy in a BreakOut machine in 1975 for an 


‘amusement arcade would cost about £1,395; 
to buy a simple stand up machine in 1987 

















— ж а = 
A NEW WORLD FROM RUSSIA 


^... one of the all time computer classics . . . unbelievably 
addictive . it's perfectly simple and simply perfect." 94% Zzap 64 


Available on Commodore 64/128 Tape and Disk - Spectrum Tape and Disc 
Amstrad CPC Tape and Disk - Amstrad PCW Tape and Disk - BBC/Electron Tape 
and Disc - MSX Tape - Atari ST Disk - Amiga Disk - IBM PC and Compatables. 





Published by MirrorsoftLtd. - Athene House - 66-73 Shoe Lane - London - ECAP 4AB 


SPECIAL 


Coin-op fever is with 
us as never before. 
Arcade cabinets, 
screenshots and logos 
dominate adverts for 
home micro games, 
while the big coin-op 
manufacturers are now 
household names. Are 
pale imitations of 
coin-op games the best 
entertainment your 
micro can offer you? 
Do even pixel-perfect 





тсе it was film and TV tieins, 


computer 
game in many people's eyes. If a game isnt 
licensed coin-op conversion, the chances 
are it draws fairly heavily on recent arcade 
hits for its gameplay. 

The connection seems obvious, doesnt tt: 
‘coin-op and home micro gameplay both aim 
to provide pretty much the same kind of 
entertainment, so what works well on the 


ory. 

In practice, however, this kind of attitude 
is going to have to change. Coin-op game- 
play might have been the best you could 
hope for on a VIC-20 or 16K Spectrum. but 
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clones of arcade hits 
make anything more 
than mediocre home 
fare? Andy Wilton 
investigates... 


OVER? 


The conversion problem 
This has traditionally been a big stumbling block, especially where the Spectrum is concerned. Sin- 
clair launched his world-beater back when Pacman and Centipede clones were the order of the day, 
so its colour and scrolling imitations weren't considered serious at the tme. The vast majority of 
colourful, uly scrolling coin-ops since then have not, as а rule, converted any too well. 

The rival C64 and Amstrad CPC machines have had their problems too. For a while the C64 
‘seemed the ideal machine for coin-op conversions, what with is hardware sprites and impressive 
scrolling capabilities, but the quest for bigger visual impact in the arcades has rather left the machine 
behind. The enormous end-ol level guardians in scrolling shoot-em-ups severely strain the СӨ 
resources, and the head-on perspective of After Burner or the Out RunvEnduro Racer style of racing 
games doesn? suit it any too well either. 

As for he CPC, its poor scroling and slowish sprtes have made for problems in the past. Coin- 
ор conversions have certainly brightened up a great deal now that programmers and games artists 
have learned how to use its 16-colour mode properly, but ike the C64 the CPC has trouble coping 

with large sprites or head-on perspectives. 

The 16-bit revolution is changing all this, however, with ST and Amiga conversions often being 








There's a great temptation for 16-bit programmers and software houses just o turn out large num- 
bers of coin-op conversions or their derivatives. 

Its a question of economics: there's a shortage of sofware for the new machines, prices are 
high, and 16-bit programmers are in great demand. In conditions ike these, the vital thing isto turn 
‘out games quickly: there's no percentage in thinking up whole new types of game when you can sell 

ideas you already know inside out. 








the ST and the Amiga are capable of so 
much more. Thats not to say that coin-op 


CASHFLOW 
The ideal coin-op game and the ideal home 
micro game shouldnt have a great deal in 


design for the arcade, First and foremost, 
‘good coin-ops must be visually striking and, 
in the short term, very addictive indeed. 
They must appeal right trom the word go: if 
you arent hooked after two or three plays, 
you probably wont bother with the game 
‘again, Each play must be fairly short: if 20р 
‘can last you һай an hour, the machine cant 
possibly pay its way. 


GAME 


А good home micro game has to meet а 
different set ot Il be judged 
not only by how addictive it is, but also by 
how long the addiction losis, И а coin-op 
holds your interest for a solid day's play 
before you tire of it, the game designers have 


its in for a rough time trom reviewers and the 
sales will probably suffer accordingly, Very 
few pure arcade titles can manage the last- 
ing interest to justify being released at full 
price: it takes enormous skill on the part of 
designers and programmers to hold am expe- 
‘enced players attention that way, 

The problem con only get more pro- 
nounced as the 1é-bit micros take over, At 
$19.95, a ful-price ST or Amiga game has to 
offer gameplay that really lasts. With 500K of 
memory to fil, a 20K scrolling shoot-em-up 
really wont ft the bill any more, 

Thats not to say home games are bound. 
^o lack long-term interest just because they 
‘are converted from or inspired by coln-ops, 
but if the fun’ short-lived it shouldn't come as 
а surprise. Certainly some shootem-ups or 
racing games wil still be worth loading up in 
а year or sos time, but these ageless classics 
are rare things indeed: they сап hardly justi- 
ty the hordes of arcade-inspited titles flooding 
the market nowadays. 

Whats needed, it seems, is some blend of 
arcade action with strategy, exploration of 
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dally success 


OVER THE SHOULDER 
Long-term interest isnt the only 








the games industry's arcade centred vie 
things 








Coin-op economics te roduce 
that lack not only depth b 
inality: the reasons have a lot to do wit 








games over the shoulder appearance, and 
the effect that s 
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SPECIAL? 


Games that wouldn't werk as coin-ops 
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aul in future players, and i! does that 
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There's a further n 





has some far-reaching 
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for the machine s 
act sequence) often the 




















only set of instructions you get. That 
youll have to be able to work out more 
less how the game works just from watch 
it played. Few players wi putting 
money into а machine they dont un 


stand just in the hope of picking it up 
go along. 


'or this reason, 





abstract coin-ops have 
» popular support. Fine 
æst and Qix, graphically 
her time and addict 


ilt followin 
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enough to a 
ble paying their way 
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Thats 
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weapon sales battle against games 





a lot to be leamed from 
coinops as far as prese 
addiction are concerned 
games of the future will need a good deal 
than that. However they 

games must have the kind of lasting interest 
to justify buying an ST, 
d - not to mention the 
d they wont find 




























Direct transfer 





With the arrival of Amiga-compatible coin-ep machine: 
sion’ is opening up. It's not really conversion at ай - yo 
whatever, and it runs there without any need for modi 





Road Wars and Xenon trom Melbo 


This ease of transfer w 





ne problems as well. Unless the games are 








з in particular will need some attention - the gam 


em game 
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The two-way street 





works both ways — i coin 
be made to run 


op game: 














| When the straightforward blasting action and fas 
of arcade gants Bally Midway, conversion to coin 
machines are based on Commodore's Amiga compatib 
will run on them almost witho Even s 
culty tuning and game format, t seque 





Said Rainbird's 
we know, though Brode 








Though startingly unconventional 








em-up Zarch has ай the simplicity and playability а 
the 32-bit era, the game would be hard to b 
ally reach the arcades, that is. Aga 

development: it the game transters satistactonly from 
оіп-ор companies with Amiga-based ma 
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SCREEN TEST 


Post-Christmas depression can be 

lifted simply by taking a look at our 

Screen Test reviews page. There's 

loads of good stuff, and those who 

like a more reflective kind of game will be 

cheered by the two 900+ programs — Superior's 

Bonecruncher and CDS's Mah Jong. 

Bonecruncher racked up a whopping 943, mainly 

because of its mind-bendingly addictive 

puzzling. Not to mention its really cute A 

graphics. Mah Jong is the best ever com- 

puter version of the classic Eastern board = 

game. A lot of folks out east gamble on 

this game, but you won't be taken for a 

ride backing an outsider with the CDS corker. 

Prettiest game of the month had to be Firebird's 

long-awaited Black Lamp. It really 

does look stunning. It didn't quite 

ВЫ have enough of the Right Stuff in 

terms of gameplay or control to break 
{һе 900 barrier, but it's still an admirable achieve- 
ment. . 

| Letdown of the month had to be Ocean's ECO. 
Great things had been expected of this Denton 
Designs game, but there was just a gap- 
ing hole where you might expect to find 
the gameplay...Doubly sad because we'd 
been so impressed with the preview ver- 

| Sions. Well, you can't win 'em all. 


THE ACE REVIEWING SYSTEM 

















and ing puzzle but great fun as well 
Release boxes on e 













software hous: 
of a game. 
should be in 
you read the review. 

wed by one main review. 
high Ю Factor ег, but is played by at least three of the ACE 
е Fun Factor = team; the final ratings and judgement are the con- 

9 red opinion of us ай. 
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"SCREEN TEST 


NUFFINK 22 Bees spared to make тв 


the prettiest game on the 
street, guv. Just look at those gor-biimey- 
whattasmasher graphics, eh mate? Coo, 
жо! a scorcher of a game 

No doubt about it, Black Lamp is a 
games salesman's dream. It looks stunning 
and must undoubtedly take the award for 
Prettiest arcade adventure yet, but under 
neath the beautiful facade you wont 
any new ideas. This is a straightforward. 
shoot, search, and survive number in the 
grand tradition of Jet Set Willy, Sorceror, and 
any number of others. 

As Jolly Jack the Jester you must find 
nine lamps of ditferent colours. The display 
areas are divided into three sections: street 



































(Enek! A dragon! This one's guarding a dart Bue lamp, worth 3200 
ропа you can survive to get back o a chest 


Fraston - Pal amp chest iacob accesible This happens 
occasionally with random placed objects which can end up ou of 
Fh кучли; especialy б таз amp э od em 





Werewolves and bomb-lobbing Crows. Every 


time you get hit strength 








Dragons (each of w 
which require several 




















feat the dragon that 
ly difficult. 
8 make for considerable 
mit for the frustrating con: 
m forget mouse and keyboard 
gh they are provided) because. 
ighly impractical, but even the joy: 
ntrol is extremely finicky. The diago- 

















Atari ST Version 

Great music (including an excelent rendition of 
Greensleeves) and stunning graphics make this a 
visual төм. Gameplay is extremely challenging but 
Joystick controls remain a constant frustration, Not 
something you" ich in a huny. ог without utering 
wie obscenos every bme a skp of he wick sende 
you to your death 


GRAPHICS 9 IQFACTOR 2 
AUDIO 7 FUNFACTOR 4 


ACE RATING 813 








nal directions (always tricky to select quickly 
and accurately on any joystick) are 
important, determining whether, for exam: 






ve lett. jump left, or simply walk 


tion relative to 






cording to your 
stairs, platforms, or lad 
abine the finicky controis with а host 
jeath-dealing s and you fre 
ишү find yourself dying while attempti 
scale a series of platforms. Even after hours 
tice you will still find yourself occa 






















BLACK LAMP 


FIREBIRD'S old wine in state-of-the-art bottle 





scenes, countryside, and building interiors, 
with outside screens scrolling as yc 

across them. The interior ones simply 
new display as you move 
room. 

The lamps are scattered ti 
screens. You can only hold one lamp at a 
time and although there are (with the excep- 
tion of the Infamous Black iplicates 
of each colour you need oni 




















n deposit in a special 





each, which you the 
chest before hunting down the others. To 
help you there are several such chests 





throughout the game and there is always 


PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 


























RELEASE BOX 
ATARIST £1995 OUT NOW 
SPEC — 95s FEBMARCH 
AMSTRAD 8.955, 214.95 — FEBMARCH 
CB128 8950: £1495 FEBIMARCH 
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Ом in he open. That Crow is boul to bomb you with exploding 
Meded andthe Werewot has ust lan a chunk out ot you 
mem 
nally stepping over the edge of a platiorm 
fall to your death, rather than jumping up. 
next on 
уште co state-of-the-art 
ating gameplay, great music, 
nge. bit of a mixed bog 
то doubt that the salesmen 
with this one. It yo 
instant visual 
igh price for successful 











сер! 
















mpletion then join the rush - but dont 
expect anything particularly original. 
Ф Steve Cooke 


SCREEN TEST 


BONECRUNCHER 


A very SUPERIOR brain-teaser 
WHAT 5. 


have mana 











thats packed with innova 
addictive, and very. very t 


J Bono it 











теге littered with skeletons 

game is to collect skeletons, m by 
popping them in а cauldron, ther 

the soap (via a stairway) t 
affable bathing monsters In each of 

tw t 





of increasing difficulty 
you must deliver tive bars 





skeletons 





RELEASE BOX 
COIS isses peek OUTNOW | 
AMIGA — tuos IMMINENT 
BBC f995cs £11.95¢k — IMMINENT 

No other versions planned 








ere s a pal ba simple, Bonecruncher рите The aroma drecton s curent Sou, so moving Bono downwards wil cause he monster 
‘ool мел. hereby Моше Зе joo 1o Side own a square and тар Ре monster - result one kien 





C64 Version 


Chaotic music which youll probably want 1o tum ой, 
with charming graphs leatunng ving monsters and 
э Bono who, 1t you dont touch the joystick, fst starts 
scratching hes tummy, then taps his toot, thon picks 
hs nose 

Great challenge, easy contol, and gameplay 
that's quick to pick up make this game very hard to 
pul down, | 





tons, amd пре 













p. however - if they find a 
n theyll gobb 
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RELEASE BOX 
SPEC 128 {95s ик — OUTNOW 
ЕТ OUT NOW 





СИЛ 120: 1099 OUTNOW _ 
AMSTRAD t$95cs £1495 — OUTNOW 
| ATARIST FIK OUINOW | 








C64 Version 


в supero, and the ani 













The gameplay 





ing icon. As т 





GRAPHICS 8 IQFACTOR 
AUDIO N/A FUN FACTOR 


ACE RATING 807 





Amstrad Version 





sant ransaton fom the board game. 


GRAPHICS 8 IQFACIOR 6 
AUDIO 5 FUN FACIOR 7 


help ACE RATING 807 









Spectrum Version 
чу less animation, but just as much fun. 48k is 
mult-ad же the 128k version loads in one go, 
Notting messing trom the Spactrum version 






GRAPHICS 8 IQFACTOR 6 


AUDIO 5 FUNFACTOR 7 
ACE RATING 807 


AFH "uc zc) 


j Atari ST Version 


GRAPHICS В IQ FACTOR 
AUDIO N/A FUN FACTOR 


ACE RATING 813 
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Andy Smith 
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CRAZY CAR: 








TITUS drive like maniacs 





PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 


TYNESOFT are Calgary bound 


THE I3 Winter Olympic games ше the 
inspiration for this latest Tynesott otter- 

ing. There are five events for the player to 
compete in and the game oan be played by 
up to sx players in alternating tums. The 
abject is to win the gold medal for your 
selected country for each discipline You 
have thiee attempts at each event (except 
fot the Biathlon, where you have only one) 
Gnd whoever makes the best time/score 

| wins the medal 

The players perspective changes for 
‘each event - for example, the Downhill sec 
Моп shows your skier in the centre of the 





ATARI ST Yeah top of e s лр. Hh fre ton when 
| Ou mach the botan and gud erst 1o a gold medal 


screen viewed from behind while the 
Biathlon shows your character sideon. The 
skills the player requires to win each event 
vary according to the event and its quite 
Possible to be an expert at one event and 
‘awful at anoth 

If youve ever played Wi 
could well find that 














Games you 
Olympiad hos far 
be a neccessary pur 

m a copy of Winter 










Games and you 
Olympics theme the 
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ver road users or t 
your oar tc 

the six stac 
е beginning in a new 
ле. Its a very addi 


kerb, because 
speed - thus 











s and you start 

z and 
tive 
at looks and sounds fantastic, A 
then, that its far too easy to be any: 
g like a long-term challenge 















Andy Smith 


Amiga Version 
The graphwcs are certainly colourul and well 
rsen but the scoling i jerky. The only real 
ference between the cars in the handing and 
queriormance department is the addition о! а few 
extra kph for the Detter models. Without severe: 
time penalties tor crashing or back«ending other 
учеа thw challenge soon wanes, and i can 


GRAPHICS 8 IQFACTOR 
AUDIO 8 FUN FACTOR 


ACE RATING 690 



















Atari ST Version 


The graphics lor Winter Olympiad are superb, but 
souna leaves а Ийе о be desired. Each stage plays 
wel an төрөт à substantial amount ol practce to. 


GRAPHICS 8 IQ FACTOR 
AUDIO 7 FUN FACTOR 


ACE RATING 610 


C64 Version 


Great graphs and sound and а tough game 1o mas- 
ler as well The O64 version plays i Ihe same way 
эз те ST version, bul the muflaad on he cassette 
‘version coud te you interest wasing wary. 


GRAPHICS 8 IQ FACT: 
AUDIO 8 FUNF 


ACE RATING 585 
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OCTAPOLIS 


Play the baddie with ENGLISH SOFTWARE 


зае and set 








memp 
'empir 





бе planet whose secr 





950k 











name of the е 
conquer the pim 




















GRAPHICS 8 IQ FACTOR 
AUDIO 7 FUN FACTOR 


ACE RATING 739 








Octapolis manage 
distinct game styles very succ 


tion is particularly well done 

the two views adding variety. The plat 

asic but is still fun. 
Andy Smit 














while once you get used to 











TRAUMA 


ERE INFORMATIQUE get unoriginal 


FRENCH Picorammers may know a 

thing or two about graphics, 
but they do tend to produce unconventional 
game styles that leave British gamesters con 
fused. If you feel tempted to gripe about 
Gwkard, imtatingly unusual Gallic game- 
play. bear in mind the alternative - cross 
Channel software stuck in the same rut as 
the homegrown article. 

‘Take this latest offering from Ere Informa: 
tique for example Its а vertically scrolling ST 
shoot-em-up in which you save Earth from ‘a 
world of barbariem war trends - with friends 
like that. who needs enemies? - by blasting 








‘Saving cian топ те wir heres 






a path through four levels of their defences 
You can pick up extra firepower on the way 

h wave upon wave of allen 
ur way through for 
e up against lange 














enough and 


‘enemy ships which can only be destroyed 
by repeated blasting Sounds familiar, n'est 


ce pas 





uttedly there are quite а few semi 
original features to the game - teleports that 





[ RELEASE BOX 
| ATARIST саа 
f 











ground shoot the 
small aliens, shoot ns and so it 
goes on. 

Its quite playable stuff for all that, and 





good-looking too. The problem is just that 
with so many similar games on the market 





either at the same price or cheaper, its very 
hard to find reasons to recommend this 
game Iis long sectors might seem like a plus 
point, but in practice the gameplay is unde- 
manding enough that you can plough on 
through them without foo much difficulty 
The result is that, as with so many other 
games in the genre. you сап see all you 
want to quite easily 


Andy Witon 


Atari ST Version 
backgrounds and spies are finely detailed 
nt of being fussy, but hs aside if 
quie unremarkable: the ST's cup 








GRAPHICS В IQ FACTOR 


AUDIO 5 FUN FACTOR 
ACE RATING 432 
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NEW, BETTER 
VALUE... 


[c] FREE DELIVERY 
[1 SUPERIOR BACK-UP SERVICE 


[ЕС] UNBEATABLE GUARANTEES 


"o 


Pumari 


\ 10 BLANK DISKS § 
€ MD 70L STORAGE BOX 
9 MICROBLASTER JOYSTICK 2 
{Total Value of these items - Nearly £40!IIJ 


men Br 


now offer a "FREE LOAN MACHINE" 
bject to availability) should any delay 
cur during your Warranty Repairs. 


| 


osi SAME DAY DESPA! 


Com 


available. 
ardwaro, 


Dept АСЕ. Jubillee Drive 


0 ugh- Leics. LEII OXS 
0509 610444 (5 lines) 
Dien, Subject o Availabiliy E. & ОЕ) 


Dess 
Se fg oF TART STH 
манна 





А GREAT DEAL MORE 





Б from this fast moving authentic drag racing 
simulation. 








CBM 64/128 
£11.99 
DISK 


u. 1d., Units 2/3 Holford Way, Holford, 
ingham В6 7AX. Tel: 021 356 3388 


CBM 64/128 
£9.99 
CASSETTE 
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THALAMUS attack the workers 


COMPARISONS у. 














- ACE RATING 863 
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СЕ - Basting уол wey into a colony, youre и о crash - that ибн blot in ront of your ship is a wore! 
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ACE 


1 
e E L] 
Missed some earlier issues of ACE? Don't despair. 


Copies can be despatched to your letterbox for just 
£1.50 each (postage free). Look at these highlights. 





The reactor wants to live, its automatic defense 
mechanisms may not ... only you are the 
difference between continuing calm or almighty 
destruction. 


CHERN X BYL 














ISSUE 1 (Order code A120B1) = 

FREE cassatie containing COMPLETE The fabulous 
ne vor E910 - US боз BLUE MAX А 

Ay he G88 and Ocean's GIFT FROM THE ACE binder 
(008 һе Spectrum, Order code А1208 
sch Console” A detailed comparison ot 

Me Gur 

aturan Dolarda oi he Crown and more: 
4 Salers page! 

















ISSUE 2 (Order code A12082) 

4 FREE cover cassette containing the FIVE 
complete levels of he arcade smash BUBBLE 
BOBBLE (C64 and Spectrum versions)! 

# Buyers Guide to budget software – 30 top. 
es iste 


\! | 


Dont just leave your copies 
lying around to collect the 
dust. Store them in this 
* Detaled playing guides to XOR and 
TCHIKCRS, ри numerous pokes supero binder — gleaming 
® Features on recommended joysticks, 30 | black with the logo stamped 
graphics and measuring your gameplaying | i? gold on the front and spine. 


L. 

















kills Comes complete with wires | 
to hold 12 issues securely | | 
ISSUE 3 (Order code A12083) The cost? Just £4.50, post — = — 
Desin comparison ol he Aan ST, Сам | ree. Order using the form on 
Amiga ard Acom Ncnmedes: page 104 








# Buyers guide lo strategy games 
laying guides to Red LED, Skuldiggery. Boulderdash, Dizzy and many more 

Pai and Deluxe Paint II compared 

lsc special on sound sampling and the Roland MT32 

* тойлоп to Play by Mai games 

* Great Computer Disasters 












ISSUE 4 (Order code A12084) 

# Bumper Christmas issue wi free 1988 computer users dary! 

3 Game ol he Future, An ACE inve: 

+ Game compiatons compared 

® Reviews of huge range of electronic keyboards 
Waled tps on F-15 Sinke Eagle, Indiana Jone 

us lor Super Sprint, Gauntlet. Jack the Nipper 











nd Spy Hunt 
Renegade, Bounder + 





ISSUES (Order code A12085) 

Mar evosigaton into games censorship 

{Te дие comparison of fight simulators by protessional pilots 

Games Creators reviewed and analysed 

Graphics, The start ol a series of how to do i articles 

&Companson of digital drum kts 

rel playing ts on Nebulus, Bobsleigh. Terrorpods. Deller, Freddy Hardest 
wd arcade game Double Dragon 





How г 
‘Use one of the FREE POST order forms on page 104 (Pink 


CBM 64/128 CBM 64/128 
fice Mort eu erede deis P Prone £9.99 D £11.99 
CASSETTE DISK 


U.S. Gold Ltd., Units 2/3 Holford Way, Holford, 








Birmingham Bé 7АХ. Tel: 021 356 3388 


SCREEN TEST 


TANGLEWOOD 


MICRODEAL'S text-less adventure 







DOI seem to be somethin 
uncle has a knack of 
in. His latest venture had him buying the 
mining rights to a distant planet which 
everyone thought was barren. Only when 













the planet started to reveal its true worth did 
a rival mining company muscie in and steal 
the documents that proved your uncle 


owned the sole rights. 
Its up to you, then, to recover the docu- 


Moble number hve - tbe oriy one with the aby 1o avel aro 
water. Very hel indeed. 





ith the aid of five mobile robots that 
wvidually. These mobiles are 
led using the mouse, and the idea is 
guide them across the planet along litte 
pathways. Occasionally, the 
have to make an underground trip 
several mines on their quest 
wander through some strange forest or vault 
Various objects are to be found around 
the planet, and its up to the player to discov- 
















Atari ST Version 

The graphics are super. The animation is smooth, 
and colour has been wel-used Contro is extremely 
dficul though, and not something you can pertect io 
any great extent - which is a shame Sound ehects 
are sparse bul good, and if you enjoy a challenging 
arcade adventure, hen Tanglewood wil provde you 
toe 


GRAPHICS 8 IQFACTOR 7 
AUDIO 5 FUNFACTOR 7 


ACE RATING 752 











RELEASE BOX 
ATARIST £19950 OUT NOW 
AMIGA £1995% MARCH 
No обе versions planned 




















er their uses. This arcade adventure will not 
appeal to everyone's taste, but if you've been 
put off adventure games that require text 
input, then Tanglewood could well be worth 
а look. The game is complex enough to keep 
even the most experienced arcade adventur- 
er puzzling for quite some time 








© Andy Smith 
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METROPOLIS 


City adventures from MASTERTRONIC 


SORDID 22% 2 oji ctis atte 
eponymous Metropolis (a city 
called City?) is no exception. In this case, 
someones nicked a master tape and its up 
to you to get it back 

Metropolis is no ordinary city: its 
denizens are all of the robotic race. Theyre 
courteous and helpful, but they do tend to 
be a Ше on the stupid side. You've got to do 
your best with them, though. since the only 
way to get the information you need is to 


в 1ft normal for humans to a tourist? 

Metropolis the city has 16 physical levels, 
while Metropolis the game has 10 levels of 
difficulty. You move around the рсе by 
means of walkways and lifts, in a manner 
not unreminiscent of Gargoyles games. On 
the frst level you are held by hand and 
shown the ropes: a robot leads you to where 
you get your first info and essential MUM 
Code (with which you can buy Plasma Burg- 
ers etc). From then you just follow one lead 








RELEASE BOX 


IBMPC £19.99% QUTNOW 
AMIGA £19994 IMMINENT 


Кы nc ET re S| 


ATARIST £19.39% MARCH 














ask them tor it. 

Metropolis is an arcade adventure. You 
е represented trolling around the city, and 
сап question robots by typing text into a 
speech bubble. Ask the right robots the right 
questions and you might get a meaningful 
answer; ask the wrong question and Police 
Droid 3 (or perhaps Lighting Droid 5) could 
well reply with а conversation-stopper such 













IBM PC Version 

There's one huge drawback to Metropolis on the PC: 
ома the forthcoming ST and Amiga versions, there 
в ~inexpicably - no Save Game opion This means 
‘that each tme you play the game you have lo start 
fight trom the very beginning and folow each step in 
exactly the right order Even knowing it backwards, 
ifs going o take you a good 10 - 15 minutes to com- 
plete. This coud surely have been overcome by the. 
‘simple expedient of gwing the player, on solving the 
level 1 crime, а code to access the next level. Graphi- 
сару, he game looks pretty good, with suave use of 
colour and some neat animation. 










GRAPHICS 8 IQFACTOR 7 
AUDIO 8 FUNFACTOR 3 


ACE RATING 622 






Troling round he ciy, текли with droids and listening to 
Pos newscasts 





after another 
There are several problems with the 
game, Even though youre virtually told 
What to do, it can be tricky actually getting 
through to level 2. ts graphics are шү 
pleasing, and the technonightmare of 
Metropolis tolerably witty, but you ultimately 
find your investigations getting a bit tedious 
Ф Pete Connor 



















PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 
































SCREEN TEST 








Wete talking about ev 

life-forms, and the quest for 
а 

But dont imagine the р 

ght Darwin simulation w 
















al: a less sc 






For most of t 





use joystick or 
attempts to feed, mate, a 











(winged or otherwise), you! т 
1, and quickly rack 
table meal - а tree has 
tasty slug - either manually, or by 
satures homing instincts. Т 
work at mge. so y 





have to get їп the 





раж for 
even so, they tend to make thin 





easy. I you fail t 
here and 
instantly reach а 

















a disappointment. 
resentation апа 
sable icons make a great first impres 





ut this soon wears off as the total lack 
3 gameplay becom arent 
ne prom 


ally wouldnt 











ng enough to o 





Andy Win 


fied scheme of things 
your sp 


ше of You've ha à nice meal and ached воо, o now 
You it ned teeing parrer 





will do. The mat 





pretty similar to the feeding game, cc J 
instinct you om ike GRAPHICS 9 IQ FACTOR 
табаке int те 





зев or raf AUDIO. 5 FUN FACTOR 













ME лыжа | cm me andas : ACE RATING 511 





Eco neatly sidesteps 











switching lo an icc л t al kec 
" ө ү 4 

you can h y x = 

each s y see 

Слана см - ok ene Bu aera it edgar 

your descendants, е cr 6 ok er bu si 


——— 





By altering the setting: 
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a. 
2 


STRIKE- 
ATTACK! 


Get into action FAST to conquer the 
capture or destructic 


Command puts you in Total 
on Control from a super fast 
aircraft carrier with a 
vapons, including 

d high 


enemy's home island or to 
heavily protected Aircraft Carrier 
To win, q ic nerves of 


steel are vit he enemy 


uper smooth 
апа ing 


effects and а 45 second samy 





soundtrack (when loaded « 
double density disc drive). 


Out now on Atari £24.95 
Out now on Amiga £24.95 


Ree SR ee PS SSS SSS 


denise o uu c С. Product. Quantity — Total Price 
pt [ ‘Available Now | Atari ST £24.95 | Carrier Command | 














р Available Now | Amiga £24.95 | Carrier Command _ E 
| “TOTAL | j pem 
Û Prices include postage 6 packaging to U.K. addresses. 
| Name. Address 
‚ Post Code 
Lenclose cheque/postal order for £ made payable to British Telecom PLC 
| or debit my Access/ Visa Card No. 
Expiry Date 


Signature 


Please allow np to 28 days for d 
refund wil be made if th : 



















GRAPHICS 2 IQFACTOR 
AUDIO 1 FUN FACTOR 
ACE RATING 369 
GRAPHICS 4 IQ FACTOR 
AUDIC 5 FUN FACTOR 
ACE RATING 439 
GRAPHICS 


ACE RATING 394 


PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 

















SCREEN TEST" 









minigames are 
ne of them features 


CUI toss cus OUTNOW _ 
‘AMSTRAD i99ks, 499 — OUTNOW — 
[К U9a ОлЮн 








TERS ОЁ 


THE UNIVERS 


GREMLIN present He-Man 





Ifyou spend ten fimes as much money on a 
‘game, you dont sel ten times as many.” 
M this is the case, then Gremlin's over- 
heads need to соте down. Perhaps the mes- 
‘Sage is thatthe market just isnt big enough lo 
Support the degree of hype, overhead, licence. 
lee and programming costs that the larger 
(аге committed to. Time for a reap- 


asta as he string кытайша 


Sposina regan, Өө 
Holmes of Gremlin was 

Jed to UNE NOT Адан) 
10 бо the product he said, We were tod to 
‘aim for the younger market.. And ater ай. 








there ir really a lot in the fim either, is. 
‘there? We're not 100% happy with it but tor 
s the kids we think ifs good. 
Kids? What lods? 












unexciting. Theres 
1 cursor on the 
at you m ver the front of a 
up in the 








versions are 





product 


© Stove Cooke 
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"SCREEN TEST 


BEDLAM 


GO! Create some havoc 


PINBALL 7. 


you expe 
ally scrolin 


GRAPHICS GRAPHIC 8 IO FACTOR 


AUDIO 6 FUN FACTOR AUD 5 FUN РАСТ 
ACE RATING 678 ACE RATING 739 
















taps he eran he rst o! Pe potat abies 


SPECTRUM - Thats you in e botom чу-е corner. Near he 





RELEASE BOX 





SPEC 128k 8995 OUT NOW 


‘AMSTRAD t$99cs,t1499k — OUTNOW 
CÓ128 £99905, 1.99 — IMMINENT 
IBMPC £1999% IMMINENT 


























Roling Thur 

up Viewed s 

swarms of Geld 

punch. shoot of 

|. ташу youre armed v 
machineg 











and you can collect 
tion for both through marked doc 





ROLLING THUNDER 


Shoot some hoods with US GOLD 





Amstrad Version 
The graphics are colour bul have а chunky look 
about hem Gameplay в slower an on Ihe Spec 
trum mahing the game shy less enjoyable o play 
(iequent death problems) Generaly very smar to 
те Spectrum vernon but not quie as playable 


Spectrum Version 
The screens wel coloured and the absence ol colour 
оп ће characters ensures there's no atinbule cash 
Sound unfortunatly is diabolical. Gameplay в sight- 
iy slow and a Hle icky to master 





GRAPHICS 7 IQFACTOR 2 
AUDIO 1 FUNFACTOR 8 


ACE RATING 715 


AUDIO 


ACE RATING 690 








SPECTRUM - The str ol level two. There's some ommo behind 
hal door on ha balcony 


EDICTED INTEREST CURVE 


— MS 





== IN 





















SCREEN TEST 


=== COLOSSUS 
| -- МАН-ЈОМЕ 


meg ie Will CDS make the chow? 












being b 
ameplay 
The game 
га 
numbered пот one t 
п different kinds of wi South COLOS 
South, East and West n 
in red. white and gn 888 <€ NNN X 111 East 
whizz at 
make that 34 tiles betwe В 
but ti total s ese 
number. j 
Quite simply, the t 
everyt 

































hanacter 








have four 





.05 — ا 


While chows - sets of 
frm the same sult - score 
whatsoever 














much the be at ther 
арни s x sh Ом - Youve gol ho pungs оле crc and эн cic - and hel paio seven 
advantages if you ge g aco фин you e matings ol another Times shori though that ah symbol 
us ‘meas tat Soul? thw player 1o young only ree one mor bie 1o go mah org 








PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 








nakes a worthy ox 


GRAPHICS 6 IQFACTOR 8 
AUDIO М/А FUNFACTOR 4 


ACE RATING 937 
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SCREEN TEST 


PSSst – wanna play a wargame? 


LEADER 


BELIVIA 


TOUGH ies are ahead in the once- 

peocetul lands of Galanor 
That old rogue the Shadowlord is, even as 
you read this, marching forth from his citadel 
with a hideous army that is hell-bent on cap- 
turing the citadel of Yarthros, and thereby 
ruling the land. 

Unless of course you can stop him. This 
solo fantasy wargame puts the player in 
charge of the three remaining race types 
that inhabit the lands of Galanor. At the start 
of the game only a small number of charac 
ters know of the Shadowlord's invasion, and 
the player controls these few characters and 
attempts to rouse the rest of the forces within 
the land. 

Recruiting armies to your noble and wor 
thy cause is not difficult - a unit merely has 
to land on the fortress or citadel where an 
amy is located, and the army is allied to 
your cause, 

No fantasy wargame would be com: 
plete without the addition of а lite magic to 
spice it up, and Sorcerer Lord has its fair 
share, which can have the player winnin 
ot losing a vital battle. The strength of magic 



































54 Advanced Computer Entertainment 


SPECTRUM - wel into he game and most of your forces are commited to he sg 


SAVANTOR 







AMSTRAD - hexagons replace squares. Youve gol ew lorcet to 
manage ate sar ol he game 





"that the player is able to summon (though 
s used is decided by the computer) is 












ned by the number of Rune Rings 
g like Stone 
At the stor 


e play progresses, 
!o take possess 













т i map, which can 
be scrolled in any direction. a strategic map 





This map shows the wh: 
Galanor, together wi 

the approximate post 
rain plays an important part in the game, as 
each unit has а set number of movement 
points at the start of each tum, and the vari 
ous types of terrain atfect the various units to 
different ext 











Sorcerer Lord is certainly т 


o if the 5) 


pushover. A 
itadel at 
wlord 





captured 

















ез any fortress an 

An absorbing and atmo 

me that will keep you playing for 
ome 





Andy Smith 








Amstrad Version 
The most striking thing about the Amstrad version is 
the hexagonal display of the playing area. The 
colours, though, are garish and dul, and the unit | 
symbols are not as detailed as with л | 
version. Just as dificult and just as absorbing on the 
Amstrad as iis on the Spectrum. 


GRAPHICS 
AUDIO 














GRAPHICS IQ FACTOR 


N/A FUN FACTOR 
ACE RATING 844 


AUDI 


PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 














ГА 
а 
lord. 





jior 


mih 








GUADALCANAL 


ACTIVISION head back in time 





KAMIKAZE fer pat аш. 


Japanese and American struggle t 

the World War П 
ont find any of them in Activision's latest 
wargame, set on and around the 
anal - regarded by m 
America’s first Pacific of 
s couldnt take and keep Guadal 
mal, then their plans for 
in the Pacific were all washed up 





acific dunn 
























RELEASE BOX 


C6428 (90006 1499 OUT NOW 
AMSTRAD £9 990s 
SPEC 90 





IMMINENT 
IMMINENT 














This solo wargame gives the player the 
ance {о recreate the battles, with 
et deciding to play either the Japanese 
ot American forces. И youre at all familiar 
with the al campaign then 
realise that attrition play 
only fitting then that а major porti 





























‘rhe you can эм бе more detain ate map e e cr for 





Japanese forces 








SCREEN TEST" 





fun to play and would serve as a 








introduction to the genre for budding 

vers, though the seasoned strategist 

could find the games limitations a lile 
severe 

© Andy Smith 


C64 Version 
The screen is wel designed and colour and sound 
ıs wel-used The supply side of things has been well 
Implemented making the an enjoyable game to play 
while stil providing enough of a challenge 10 көөр 
the player busy tor qute some bme 


GRAPHICS 7 IQ FACTOR 
AUDIO 6 FUN FACTOR 


ACE RATING 764 


PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 
кле 











APOLLO 18 


Space out with ELECTRONIC ARTS 


OVER 3e men & where you cous tna 

yourself їп this curious not-quite-a- 
flight sm based on the American space pro- 
qam. It takes you through seven distinct 
sages of a lunar mission, ending ~ it youre. 
Successful - with your triumphant splash. 
"down in the Росс. 








Irs a strange game. because although it 
Jooks as though it should be some kind of 
simulation, jt plays more Ше an old4ash 
ionad reaction ester. The chances are that 
affer a couple of hours youll have successful 
ly completed all the various tasks, leaving 
you umply with the atm of getting further up 
the high4core table. 

1n the fist part - blast otf - the only ski! 
needed is fo hit your tre button as near 0 
део as possible as a meter races very rapid: 
{ү from -999 to +999. You have to do this sev. 
ral times before making it into orbit, and 
you are only allowed a tolerance of 148. The 














4 few goes it seems fiendishly difficult, but 
after a few minutes it becomes not just easy. 
but boring. 

Successful 





шу into orbit gives you the 








Gig lera rice ed space waki; youve gett ook on to Be sale 
эж рте he сез 1o cleus ro ton 








chance to perform other tasis: docking and. 
undocking the Command Module with the 
lunar Module: comecting course: landing 
and then walking on the moon: space walk: 
splash-down. All of these are controlled in a 
pretty simple way and are none too 
demanding to accomplish, 

Overall. this Apollo 18 mission must be 
counted a disappointing failure; it fails to 
challenge, tails to simulate anything worth: 
while and. worst of all. fails to entertain. 

© Pete Connor 





GRAPHICS 8 IQFACTOR 3 
AUDIO 6 FUNFACTOR 5 


ACE RATING 549 


PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 
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FscREEN TEST 


come in all shapes an 
апа just to prove it, hot from 
The Daily Mirror where he stars in his own 
comic strip, comes Andy Capp. Нез the lozi 
est. most conniving skiver north of the Hum 
ber, and the transition from print to pixels 
hasnt changed him one bit 
Andy's debut on the micro has him in 
arcade adventure viewed side-on, whe 
айетріз to recover his stolen Giro 
only got a week to guide Andy around 
his icondriven adventures before F 
gonna hop it back ї mothers. So time is ot 
the essence, and with very limited funds its 
not going to be easy - especially since you 
still owe money to the rent man, and he 
wont be put off for m 


longer RLCOMETER 
Andys на funds at (he start o the Hum e INS 


game simply arent enough to keep his 


‘alcometer topped up for the week, and SCORE 99986 

should he dry out - well # game over. The | 
game's tull of puzzles like trying to find out | 
how to beg, borrow ог steal some extra dosh. | | 


































and how to get rid of the rent man who bars 





та no wende he Pocemars locking stoned our hero's pust own na is, 


your entrano 

The gamepi 
because ifs hard 
Nice tou: 









The adventuring side 
gh to begin with | what limited and Tai Pan springs immediate 

г way ао ly to mind as a comparison. Avid followers of 
ame. like the | the stp will easily identity all of 


X things is some- 


















added to the 














GRAPHICS 6 IQ FAC changing Боско Andy's traits, but dedicated arcade adven. 

AUDIO ПИПС | time of day (though a twenty-four hour digi- | turers may find the game too simplistic and 

ACE RATING 641 tal clock is always on-screen) add atmo- | too easy to complete to keep them interested 
sphere. making the game fun to play. at | forany length of time. 

least until the novelty wears off ө Andy Smith 


RELEASE BOX | 
SPEC 1982 OUT NOW 
C6428 £9.95cs, E1295 IMMINENT 
AMSTRAD Soc СМЖ — OUTNOW 
ATARIST £19956 
AMIGA 

































GRAPHICS 7 IQFACTOR 4 
6 FUNFACTOR 7 


ACE RATING 635 


ALCCOHETER 








кер you playing tor long. 











SPECTRUM - Just how is Andy going o sont past he rent man and get into be ale house? 
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SCREEN TEST" 


GARFIELD инс 


$РЕС 89% IMMINENT 
Cartoon cat capers from THE EDGE | 


1 the hard: 



















C64 Version 


(Chunky and сорот graphics give the game the 
fight kind of cantoony atmosphere, and there's a 
bouncy soundtrack to accompany the acton 
Whether you nd the action intriguing or noti anom 
mater 










© Pole Connor 





GRAPHICS 7 IQ FACTOR 
AUDIO 7 FUN FACTOR 


ACE RATING 585 


PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 





Ф CARFIELD opie 


eni 


MINI PUTT : 





| Crazy clubbing from ELECTRONIC ARTS 


+ ме " : yi - C64 Version 
VER м " RELEASE BOX 


И possible, get the disk version; ће tape mult load 

can be very овгат, reading not ust the separate 

courses but each single solitary hole. Graphics are 

2 лд (ary simple, wine he sound is merely aver 
Mi € EI 








GRAPHICS 6 IQFACTOR 4 
my W ن‎ боса AUDIO 5 FUNFACTOR 8 


ACE RATING 586 





PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 








Bunkers are one tig. but parts. What on art woul жа 
Казлар 
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AMSTRAD 


SPECTRUM 


TELE PHONE 064 8343939 


SPECTRUM COMMODORE 


| Loras nom Toro Com. чөө 











TELEX 669977 


м2 5NS 


MANCHESTER 


6 CENTRAL STREET 








SCREEN TEST SHORTS 


SCREAMING WINGS  HOURDEFORGE 





RED RAT crash land GREMLIN get on their bikes 
JAPAN hos r 
RELEASE BOX PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE е Ба 
LEKE [] x 
а ту poor gam 
ACE RATING 419 е Spec the scrolling 








har 
изү out of the gore 


Andy Smith 





Andy Smith 


ACE RATING 234 





BASKET MASTER KICKSTART 2 


Slam-dunking IMAGINE style MASTERTRONIC throttle up 





PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 


ACE RATING 480 


t dont e 
sting interest 






Andy Smith 


345 0 123450 [00+ 
CAMERON $15 HAHOON 


ACE RATING 462 
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"SCREEN TEST UPDATES 


ATARI ST 


SUPER SPRINT 


Electric Dreams 819.959 
Spectrum version reviewed Issue 2 - 

ACE Raling 907 

СЫ version reviewed Issue 3 — 

ACE Rating 917 

‘Amstrad version reviewed Issue 4 - 

ACE Rating 831 

‘The transition trom arcade machine to ST has 
been highly successful. The graphics. sound 
and sheer playability are superb. With up to 
three players and a drone, the action is fast 
‘and furious. Add its great addictiveness, and 
the game relains its high rating. 


@ ACE RATING 917 


ENDURO RACER 


Activision 819.999 





This motocross arcade game made the tran- 
sition to 8-bit micros some while ago, and the 
ST version is now available. The graphics 


have been improved and the result ва 
good. fast, addictive arcade conversion. The 
bike's revving noises have been replaceti by 
music, though, which may disappoint some 





@ ACE RATING 815 


SPECTRUM 


RAMPAGE 

Activision $9.99cs. 

СЫ version reviewed Issue 5 – 

ACE Rating 887 

The monster mash makes it to the Spectrum 
and was well worth wasting for. The man. 
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Some very tasty updates are now 
available. Can ST owners afford to miss 
out on Super Sprint? Can Amstrad 
owners pass up Bobsleigh? Should 
Spectrum owners ignore Rampage? 
Don't be caught out by a duff 
conversion though - first check the ACE 
updates section to see just how well the 
game plays on your particular micro. 






ochrome and 
whos who 
great game to play, and Spectrum arcade 











Conversion fans wil not be disappointed 
€ ACE RATING 880 
GRYZOR 


Ocean 57 95сз, $12 95dk 
Amstrad version reviewed Issue 5 - 


load оп the Speccy. but at 
at each level until youve 
completed it. No shields to pick up either — 
just shoot the gun emplacements and youve 
got the extras. The Amstrad ‘explosion’ as 
you die is very convincing and resembles 
true arcade effect - on the Spectrum, though. 
it loks Ше a soap bubble. Stil. its an enjoy- 
able game that should keep you going for a 
while 








€ ACE RATING 750 


C64/128 


FLYING SHARK 

Firebird 8.95cs, $12.95dk 

Spectrum version reviewed Issue 5 — 

ACE Rating 893 

It youve played the arcade ot Spectrum ver 
sons ofthis game, then the СМ version may 
disappoint The gameplay has suffered 
through being speeded up dramatically This 





































only detracts trom the game, and your inler 
өй will die that much sooner 


@ ACE RATING 735 


TEST DRIVE 

Accolade £9.95cs, $14.95dk 

Amiga version reviewed Issue 5 — 

ACE Rating 826 

The gameplay is surprisingly similar to the 
Amiga version. Graphics are chunky but 
wellanimated to give a good car driving 
game Stil short of lasting interest though. 


© ACE RATING 815 


AMIGA 


FEUD 

Mosterronic £9 990k 

Amiga budget files dont come much better 
than this, А wonderful arcade adventure in 
which the player takes charge of one of d 
рой of feuding wizards, and has to run 
around finding the ingredients for spells to 
cast on the other. A real treat at the price 


@ACERATING 860 


AMSTRAD 


BOBSLEIGH 


Digital Integration $9.95сз, $14.95dk 
Spectrum version reviewed Issue 4 - 

ACE Rating 901 

C64 version reviewed Issue 4 - 

ACE Roting 567 

Thankfully the Amstrad version followed the 
Spectrum version more than it did the C64. A 
thoroughly playable bobsleigh simulation to 
keep you enthralled tor a long while. 





€ ACE RATING 901 








ATARI ST 


DEFENDER OF { 





1 


THE CROWN Ma 


‘Spying on э Norman ral is expensive. bul Ie normation can 
p 


Mirrorsoft £29.95dk 


with catapulting and raid: 
iming and со 









ssful raid can 











gain you land while good siege 
technique is vital. so the increased ditticulty 
The joustings 

an, pretty hit 

but in the tough game Defender 

wn has become on the ST it can be 





ditch way of gaining 





nice touches help things along, but 
legic gameplay married to the 
resentation of the original this ver- 

to impress and enter 






Woltric the Wild and his Saxon pals 
Amiga Defender of the 
age when it hit the UK market last year, and 
small wonder. With all those epic sequences | faéegieComwsi yore Sighting Edmund Ве Gras retainers for 
= swashbuckling by firelight, cotapul 
enemy castles, riding off to the joust and. 
like - this epic tale of brave Saxons freeing 
England from Norman invaders could hard: 
ly fai to tum hea 
Sadly, appearances deceived. and th 
game tum to be something of a disap- 
pointment. Behind those fancy sequences 
the actual gameplay was puny and unsat 
tying. Most p ed the thing wit 
in days. while hardened gamesters 
ered Мете England the first time 


Andy Witon 





a lot of cover 











PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 









































іо 
maware have vastly improved things 
conversion. The aims stil 








same - conquer temitories, buld an 
with the nue this b and then 
march on the Norman 





Howe ns and limita 





extra opt 


GRAPHICS 9 
AUDIO 7 FUN FA! 


ACE RATING 826 


ч 
j 
i 





tions new to the ST version tum the strategy 
noq cky logistical exercise. A 
garrison system gives you some 
esting de mning, wi 
delightful espionage option gives you a peek 
at your opponents forces and financial wel 
being dor a tee) y sh YOU | Layeg sige lo Nottingham Caste breach he wal and yv ий got he garison to dela. 
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ATARI ST & AMIGA 


POWERP 


Arcana £19.95dk 


Ancient Gree 



























it would seen 
thelr armie 


Whats the 





ined. the scene 





AMGA - Get ће question right and you can move - get it wrong and з hard chase! 


‘Which role did Lary Hagman play 





ү Amiga Version 
Grol graphics. great music. great sound: what more 
do you want? 
GRAPHICS 9 IQ FACTOR 
AUDIO 8 FUNFA 

ACE RATING 955 





game m 
works gone into them с 

















be 
ping the 





opposition. 
the computers) pieces involves moving a 
gaging them in 













Before you can 
Xlll have to choose the 








square, adding to y 


at power into the bargain; get 










ATARI ST - Lava pool combat: a vivia ройи wih very hol bat stor er бе loser! 


SCREEN TEST UPDATE" 


Atari ST Version 


Teri presentation, with set-piece graphics and 
‘dogtised sound that realy show the machine al its 
best. 


GRAPHICS 
AUDIO 








gets round the problems of repetition: any 












given set of multiple-choice answers will be 
used with several different questions, so 

ant simp rect answer out of 
each gr xortantiy, youve got to 
get the right answer quickly, so even when 
you've got the questions amd answers off by 





not something youll manage easily 
1l plenty of challenge to it. 

Meshing as it does with the board g 
of things. the trivia fakes on strategic 
interest. The squares of the board are colour 
each colour corresponding to a ques: 
s vital therefore to choose routes 
and attack strategies that keep you on th 
colours you like, so that you get questio 
you can answer. History and sci 
may well have problems if a crucial square 
gives them TV soap opera questions 























PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 





u werent planning on buying а 
quiz game at all, take a look anyway: you 
xdi 





© Andy Witon 
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Shoot-em-ups 
may come and 
Shoot-em-ups 

may go, but a 

game that 

actually gets 

you thinking 

can last you till 
you're old and grey. 
We present the ACE 
guide to the best in 
brain games, from 
chess and bridge 
through to real 
originals like Tetris 
and Boulderdash. 
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"BRAIN GAMES 


moves each turn — a high branching 
factor , as the boffins say — this wil 
vastly increase the number of posi 
ions the computer has to deal with 
Chess has a typical branching factor 
of 30 or 40, so a look-ahead of five 





moves or so is about the limit for a 
home micro. Draughts, on the other 
hand, has a much lower branching 
factor — frequently there's only one 

| possible move, because ol "пита" 


Computer chess has come a long 
way from being a poor match even 
lor a chimp. Nowadays, while a 
decent program might not be abie to 
trouble. Kasparov, can certainly 
whup we lesser moras 

There are severa points to 
watch out tor when considering the 

| purchase of any program. For a 

| зап, whats the display lke? Most 
decent programs these days allow 
you o swap between a 2D and 3D 
display. But this 571 necessariy as 
important as you might tink; while 
the 30 display is more ealetc 
can also be harder n see quie 
what is going on since the taler 
pieces can often mask pawns 
While you can invert the board on 

| most chess sofware, you doit eal 
Wy want fo be fipping all the time 
Whether youre playing in мо or 
three dimensions, you need to be 
able to dearly diferentiate between 
the pieces; you dont want o give 
the lame old Ол, but | thought it 
was actualy а pawn’ excuse, do 
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(compulsory capture) - so computer 
draughts games can look up lo twice 
аз tar ahead. This ablity lo look fur 
ther into the game suits compulers 
well, which in part accounts for com- 
puter draughts players being 
stronger than the worlds (human) 
draughts experts while the lop com. 
puter chess programs stil fall short 
ol grandmaster standard 

Where games with concealed 


you? 
The levels of play the game 
ical point. I 
there is a good spread from, say 
‘beginner’ up to ‘grandmaster. y 
can be pretty sure that the program 
wil provide people of nearly ай abil 
hes with an entertarning game. 
Closely related to the levels of 
play is the response time. You 
want the computer to play as wel 
as it can as fast as it can; any 
‘decent game should be able to play 
well with а 60 second time limit 
This is usually to be found at level 3. 
ог 4 on most programs. Some pro: 
grams - Colossus, in particular 
dispense with levels of play and 
instead allow you to set a response 
time for the computer. Naturally, 
jer you let it ine better. 

























wil play 
Erstwhile luxuries which have 





now become necessities are the 
abilly to invert the board, set up 
problems, change colours and — 
extremely important for most of us 








information or some random element. 
are concerned, micros often have 
real difficulty. Bridge cardplay is 
notoriously hard to program, for 
example, because of the problems 
involved in working out not only 
Which of his cards an opponent wil 
play but also which cards he's actu 
aly got Many programmers suc 
сут to temptation and wne games 
that take a peek at human playors 


take back moves; this last factor 
‘can salvage a Jot of hurt pride. A 
force move option is also a handy 
thing: if you're playing on a higher 
level it can take minutes lor the 
computer to make its move and ifs 
usetul to be able to питу it along 
Try not to abuse the program; a vic 
Tory where you've persistently 
forced the computer to move in two 
seconds is pretty hollow, isnt it? 


CHESSMASTER 
2000 
EA'Sofware Toolworks 
Amiga £24 95dk 


The non-parei of Amiga chess soft 
ware. It's got just about every fea 
re you could want, and a few 
more you probably dont. The dis 
play is excellent, whether in 2D or 
ЗО, movement is easy, and the 
ened chessmaster who welcomes 
you on the Ше screen plays a pretty 
mean game. 

















hands, a practice that's got comput 
er bridge (on micros at any rate) 
something of a bad reputation. Many 
people will put up with surreptitious 
‘cheating from computer games how. 
ever, simply because they get round 
the problem of finding enough play 
ers to make up the numbers, 





As lar as we know, 
Chessmaster 2000 is he only home 
computer chess program to feature 
speech. Most attractive extra is the 
‘boss key whereby, at the click of a 
mouse button, you can conjure on 
to the screen an impressive, but 
thoroughly bogus, spreadsheet. 





SION CHESS | 





























Psion 
Atari ST £24.95dk. ! 
8M PC £24 95dk 
Macintosh £2495dk 


Very slick program indeed; more so 
when you remember that it originat- 
ed on the Sinclair QL (anybody 
remember that?) Again you get à 
choice о! dimensions on the display 
and the pieces are easily distin 
guishable. 

Psion's got lots of levels, and 
plays a pretty mean game from very 
‘early on. I's better on the PC than 
the ST - a much more pleasing ds 


play = but it is well worth consider: 
ing for either machine, But don't rely 
оп the games's hints, if you should 
request them; they can be a bit of a 





COLOSSUS CHESS 











cos 
са £9.95cs £14.05dk. 
Amstrad СРС  £9.95cs £13.95dk 
Amstrad PCW £1595dk. 
Spectrum £99508 


Very strong player, but not too hot 
in its 3D display mode; the pieces 
are по! well-defined and it can be 
easy to confuse them. Perlecly 


M 





der 
rely 
ouid 
ota 


> hot 
ecos 
n be 
fectly 


antin 
mun 
unnm 


LI "a^a", 
HRS 





f. though, in 2D mode. It 
strength ol play is more important to 
you than smart gr 


1o be your choice. 


hics, then it has 





CYRUS CHESS 
A 


Amstrad CPC £11.95cs £14.95dk 


Certainly the prettiest 





for the CPC range, and particularly 
nce in 30: the pieces are marvel 
lously shaded to give a great 
impression of solidity. It has ай the 





atures you could want, but is 
as strong a player a 











BRIDGE 


AI computer bridge ga 
a similar format. You play Si 
against wo computer орропе 
East and West, and with a comput 
er partner, North. All offer randomly 
dealt hands, the auction and 
play, and will score for you, accord 
ing lo the rules of Rubber Bridge. 
Virtually all calcula 
strength of hands by the Ас 
cardldistributon point count. 
Compared to good human 
bridge player simula: 
lors are fairly primitive, micr 
being notably short on flair and intu 
бол. Home computer bridge pro 
grams do not work out probabi 
ol card distribution according to bl 
ding, do not account fo 
аурат score 
трет 





















high 





computer 














the vulnor: 





inthe bidding and 
virtually no card play 
tonventions (such as peteng) 





coLossus 
BRIDGE 
CDS 
Spectrum. £1.95cs 
Amstrad CPC £i1.95cs C14.95dk 





cos £11.95cs £14.95dk 
Amstrad POW £15.95dk 
ВМРС £15.95dk. 
This programs's intended tor begr 





and learners, and is packaged 
wih Н. Fox's book Begin Bridge. It 
без both random hands and 
s with a certain point с 
those who get tired of 
фе ime. There are lots of opti 








passing a 














for rebidding, reviewing, and replay 
or peeking at your oppo- 
rds, and the computer wi 





ym. It wil draw trumps, 








when it wil be 
With (5 replay and 


good choice 
ps with 
display is clear 
and, though f 


pretty 





юе getting 


ће game. The 





GRAND SLAM 
Serin Software 
PO Box 163, Slough, Berks 
Tel 02814 3180} 














and abandon 
and both bids and 
tably and stolidly, The 











follow. No tutor 








BRIDGE PLAYER 
WBRIDGE PLAYER 





2000 
Pow £19.95dk 
£18.95dk 
£19.99dk 
CP's Bndge Player senes appe 








мег a 
above are the 


ended ver 
о Colossus, though with fewer 
ard sightly fewer conven: 
The computer will 
instance initiate Stayman or 
Blackwoo: but wil 





s. The program 



















conventions, 






BRAIN GAMES? 





spond appropriately if you make 
the first call. 

While the computer generaly 
bids with frustrating timidity, so that 
you wil often underestimate the 
strength of your combined hands. It 
is also capable of making wildly 
optimistic bids on occasion, just to 
keep you on your toes and realy 
When defending a | 
contract, you can frequenlly bring 
East-West down i trumps are split 
unevenly, since it doesn't seeem to 
have been coded to draw trumps 
iciently. Nor does it 

















land you in it 




















Like Colossus, Bridge Player is 
suitable for newcomers to the 
game. In addition to replay and 
rebid options, it also has a demo 


mode where the compuler plays 
through bidding and hands for you, 


1o act as a kind of tutor option. The 
Atari ST version includes a tutor 
which takes you through 20 hands 





wiht explanation and analysis 


INFOGRAMES 
BRIDGE 
Infogrames 
Amstrad СРС £12.95c8015.95dk 
MSX £12 95cs £15.95dk 





Probably the best home 
bridge on the market — but sadly 
confined to the two machines 
above. I's certainly one of the few 


that attempts a pleasing graphic 


iment 67 











Advanced Computer Enter 























BRAIN GAMES 


display, with pictures of the cards 
dealt on a suitably green baize-look 
background. 

Particularly strong is the range 
of conventions available, with 
Stayman, Strongiweakivariable no- 
trump, Gerber, Blackwood, Five- 


par with its competitors, although 
the computer's bidding, ın general. 
appears to be bolder than in most 
other bridge programs. 

Infogrames Bridge is not, how. 
ever, so well suited to beginners 
There is no "tutor option, and 
screen information pertaining to the 
contract being played, or which 
team is declaring'delending, is 
somewhat scanty 


card majors all included, These can 
be toggled on or off according to 
your preferences, 

Bidding and card play are on a 





PUZZLES 


playing til somebody wins 


Firebird Silver The game has interesting sub 
‘Amstrad CPC fig9cs | tieties to it and the computer oppo: 
‘Spectrum £1.99cs | sition can be very tough indeed on 


thevharder settings, but i's stil hard 
to pin down quite what makes it зо 
maddeningly addictive: probably 
just that it's a simple idea very weil 
implemented. A must buy for 
Spectrum and Amstrad owners, in 
any case, 


A wonderful idea: make up a 
boardgame of pure skill, and com- 
puterise it Onginaly full-price on 
Ariolasoft you can now pick it up as 
а budget brain twister, and excellent 
value it is oo. 

Its а simple looking game, but 
appearances are misleading. Your 
aim is to make a horizontal, vertical 
Prism Leisure Corporation 





Spectrum £299cs 
Amstrad СРС £29905 
C6428 £29908 














Arcade in style and requiring a con- 
siderable amount of hand-eye coor- 
ination this fine old piece of high- 
speed excavation is nevertheless a 
tough challenge for the grey matter. 
Your job in each of the game's 
cavems is to dig for gems, but your 
progress is hampered by boulders 
underground creatures and some 
rather strange weed. These have 
rules of behaviour which are quite 
easy to leam, but actually using 
them to your advantage can take a 
tair old effor of the brain — especial 
ly considering you need the 
answers in seconds rather than 
minutes. 





or diagonal line four pieces long оп | 
the game's six by six board. You 
and your opponent (human or com: 
puler) take turns to push counters 
onto the lower or right-hand edges 
of the board. As the counter pushes 
onto the row, any counters already 
оп the row move up of left one 
square. If this takes them off the 
edge, they disappear and are lost 
for good. There's no limit to the 
number of tums: you just keep 
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| Leisure Genius 


Spectrum £9.95 cs 
CPC £9.95 cs £14.05dk. 
C64/128 £1295 es £14.95 dk 
MSX £9.95 es 
Deluxe Version 
Spectrum 128K £10.95 cs £15.95 dk 
CPC 6128 £15.95 dk 
664/128 £12.95 св £15.95 dk 
IBM PC £24.95 
Psion caused quite a sensation with their first version of computer 





Scrabble for the Spectrum. It appeared [ust over three years ago and was 
remarkable for squeezing an 11.000 word dictionary into the 48K machine, 
together with a high degree of intelligence. As a result, many players dis 
covered that Scrabble, Ике Chess, is a game that can be very satisfactorily 
played against a computer opponent. 

Fings aint wot they used to be, of course, and now Scrabble is aval 
able from a different company - Leisure Genius (owned by Virgin) - and 
for additional machines. The original Psion version is stil sold for the 
Spectrum. again by Leisure Genius, and there are also faul conver 

| “sions for most other formats. Notable exceptions are the ST and the 
| “Amiga, but we're promised an ST version for February this year 
Playing Scrabble against a machine has certain advantages. To start 
with, you can be sure that the machine won't cheat. The words it chooses 
are in its vocabulary (which has been checked by an ‘official Scrabble 
expert) not in ils imagination. If you cheat, entering а word that's not on 
the computers ist wil cause it to challenge you — but simply reaffirming 
| Your decision wil get ito back down. Cheating, therefore, is a matter for 
your own conscience and not the computer's adjudication. 

To complicate matters, Leisure Genius have also released Scrabble 
Deluxe. This offers a vocabulary ranging from just under 20,000 words on. 
the Commodore to just over 23,000 on the PC. In addition, the number of 
| skil levels has been increased from four to eight — a significant improve- 

ment since it enables you to match your own skills more accurately 
‘against your computer opponent. 
The Deluxe version also has a game clock for timed play and an. 
improved algorithm that speeds up the ‘thinking time’ for computer players 
| at high skit levels. You should defintely pay the exa for this later version 
| ~ “in fact on the Commodore it's the same price, so no excuses, 
AI versions allow up to four players, ot whom any number can be 
| computer controlled. Various game-play options include shutting the let- 
ters on yout rack (helps to spot possible words) and asking for hints, All 
normal play conventions are supported. 

Ore thing you wil need, however, is а pencil and paper If playing with 
other humans - so you can jot down the letters on your rack before remov: 
ing them from the screen display. You can choose to have all racks on 
permanent display, but this makes cheating rather easier and can be par- 
‘ularly serious at the end of a game when you're deciding whether to go 
‘out or hang on in the chance of getting that О onto a triple-letter-score 
square. 

Along with chess, Scrabble is one game that converts excellently to 
computerised рау. Fans of the game can at ast play without having to 
seek out other addicts, and cheats can win every time, 

















Scrabble on те Spectrum < heres te teence between the formats, bul а one remains ot 
cf me лой impressie 
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COMPUTER REPAIRS 
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= io TOGET YOUR SPECTRUM REPAIRED FOR ONLY £19.95 


Update Your Rubber 
Keyboard toa 


WHILE YOU New ERa a * 


WAIT SERVICE |--с 
CALL FoR APPOINTMENT 





zr KEYBOARD 


Т 7 ese S : 
ARE YOU ANOTHER CUSTOMER -fed up (к > “6 eens 
waiting weeks for your estimate? Quai ort 


ON-OFF SWITCHES 
FOR THE SPECTRUM 
AND SPECTRUM + 
ORDER Ne 
е thous ustome и 1067 SPECTRUM 
Service ^A frs class reputation for speed an 1067A SPECTRUM + 
Service Branch in Manchester City Centre for wie YOU Wa 2 £495 +150) +p 


URGENT NOTICE non t be misiea bı 








SAVE YOUR CASSETTE 
SOFTWARE TO DISK 





i THE VIDEOVAULT COMPU ТЕ) KD BE 
STENT emon NOY ais BRES 
Kork og 
spare parts, business softw: 
Win er um 





140 High Street West. Glo 
Tel: 04574-66555/67761 Head Of 
Manchester 061- 236 0376 while you wait r 


COPYRIGHT VIDEOVAULT LTD No. 789005 FAX NO. 04574 68946 





FSRAIN GAMES 


The pressure and variety the | dollies and forcefields among others А fascinating geometrical oddity, 














game offers make it enormously | - behave according to strict phys 3D Tic-Tac-Toe this Russian puzzler turns the 
addictive and certainly a bargain at | cal rues, so you always know what | ЖЕШ | obscure mathematica topic of pack 
budget price, but if you dont know | theyre going to do in any given cr. | ЖДИ ДАДЫ | ing ito a cult game, One at a ime, 
one end of a joystick from the other | cumstance ноодмв апа Сгоззез - пос Ж fall downwards into a rect 
or are just looking for a quiet By shunting these objects | Ж ОИ ОШ | angular paying area. Lett to thei 
evening's cerebral entertainment | around with your two shield-ixe | Ш КОИ | own devices they pile up unti they 
youll probably find its arcade lean- | explorers you can unlock the icky | TILT | reach the top of the screen: your 
ings too pronounced. formations in your way and get at thing far more useful. The. | task is to guide them down and 
the masks you need to compete | И EA | pack them in tont so that this 

each maze - but only after some | top of the other, so you can | doesn't happen. 
SKULLDIGGERY | very caet) thought Из easy to make perfectly valid lines it you сап dovetail the diferent 
| Nexus work out what an individual object diagonally or straight up. shapes together that they form a 
мап ST wil do when shunted, but since one | ШОО ААС | solid row trom one side to the other, 
object can set others in moton irs | Ж ОЛИ | the row disappears and the shapes 
Based very closely on Boulderdash, | perfectly possible to tigger a fsh- | AIMEE | above fall down into the gap this 
this tricky tle customer has а nice | chickenbomb avalanche by an il- | Ж АКМАЛ | makes. As long as you keep this 
split-screen option for two player | considered move зате аз апотегіо те мос, | process up youll survive, but its not 
puzzling, and works with mono as There's no Wmeimt t tho | ДОН | casy: the game speeds up as it 
well as colour ST systems. | game and по manual dexterity proposition. goes along for one thing, and smal 


will raise the heap giving 
time to guide the next 


Unfortunately, its publishers Nexus | required, but clarity of thought and 
have recently gone into liquidation | attention to detail are vial. You' 

















зо you may have a job getting hold | also need considerable imagination | TETRIS | shape down. | 
ofthe game. Hurry while stocks last! | to think your way sideways out of Mirorsofi | "ногт versions of he game 
| problems. A classic game for | C64/128 £8,99¢8612.994k | have proved to be rather variable in 
bans Amstrad CPC  f899csfi299dk | their arcade aspects, but the bri 
хон Spectrum  £8.99cs£19.99dk | lanty simple idea behind them 
Logolron Atari ST £19.99dk | means theyre well worth a look 
Spectrum £7,958 Amiga £19.99dk | whatever your machine. Ө 
Amstrad CPC — £9.95cs £14.95dk IBMPC £19.99dk 
C64 £9.95cs £12.95dk | 


Fifteen giant mazes full to the brim 
with puzzles provide the challenge 
in this enormous test of spatio-visu 
al logic. The maze components — 
fish, chickens, H-bombs, V-bombs, 





Sos эйи, | 


BONECRUNCHER 
‘Superior 
се £9.95cs £11.95dk 
| Amiga £14.95dk 


Entertaining little maze puzzler 
somewhere belween Xor and 
Boulderdash - see main review on 
page 41 











Where now for brain games? 
Micro chess has just about reached the limits of what most home players 
| need in the way of strength, speed and flexibilty. Programmers are turning 
| their attention о other, more obscure games - with some considerable 
success, t has to be said — but ater a while they're pretty much bound to 
Tun out of games anyone's heard of or wants to play 
‘One possible direction is to create games especially for computers 
| games that just wouldn't work in the physical world. Display problems 
| aside, 3D games should work admirably on home machines with the micros 
| exploiting their better grasp of the situation to deleat that renowned human 
| ingenuity. With icon and mouse available there'd be no need for complex 
notation systems, and advances in the fied of 30 computer-aided design 
might well have lessons for programmers trying to display sold 
objects clearly. 
Another direction worth pursuing is that of machine learning. I! a pro 
‘gram can work out and improve basic strategies for games solely on the 
basis ofthe game rules — there's been a certain amount of work done on 
this with draughts programs — it may be possible to create ‘construcion 
kits: games with DIY rules which the computer adjusts itself to. Load the 
system up, create a pseudo-chess on a 12x12 board with fifteen diferent 
kinds of piece, and see how the computer copes just using general princi- 2 
ples. Will you handle the unfamilar situations better than it can? Speck - playing a game ot he ture? 
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122 MELROSE AVENUE 
WIMBLEDON PARK 
LONDONSW19 


Mailorder only Mo Callers 


оз 
Ba Valley 1430 Gaudet 
1750 Brave Sarr 1450. Barbaran уро 
21.50 Bubble Bobble 1050 inane jones 
1995 Сона America 1450 кө 
1430 Championship Water Suing 1430 FIS Sur Ege 
1750 Carte Chapin 1450 осу 
1750 Pring She: 1450 Barbarian (Pace) 
1750 Gary Lineker Footbal... 1450 Mion Elevator 
1095 Gumet 1450 Rare 
1450 Mean Streak 1050 Pheonix 
2150 Our ию Sor Wars 
Shp Fgh 1450 Lengon. 
1450 Text Оте 
1450 Cuan 
1750 Cry Cars 
ию vnumes. 
1450 мәк Contraction Set 
1750 Аца Animator 
1050 Pronoun 
1450 ProSpree 
1750 Pawar 
Prone Degas Eke 
Prone Aderce Art Sto 
Fim Director 
Гасни 
Feet Pubisher 
рено 
GFA Dok — 
GEA Base interpreter 
GFA Bui Compier 
GFA Vector 
MCC Amenbler 
HCC Pac 
Lac C (Version 104) 
p 
Quoc Panton 


STRATEGY WAR. 
ctus Mager 1 


1430 Tracker 
1450 Hard Bal 


Five Power 
1750 Faery Tae 

1730 ушмен 

1750 Dep ve 

1750 Вн Power 
3635 Prae) 


Ampa Сове 
Amp MCC Psal 

ишке © (44) 

Amga el » 
Amiga Seeka Knertier 3995 
Dunes m 
1150 Tet Drie Amiga Fare sond — 159.95 
2050 Ferma Zoom Fons 123 m 
ию Dele Mai Con — — $495 
"s vmumes. 
1750 Dene Porc 

1750 Sette 

1750 Оне 

1750 Ашел 

1750 The Works 

1935 Argan Cad 

1995 Aegis Video Tiler 
1750 Amiga Одра 


Prone tor Availabilty 
Ke c мао 

оем 

Land of Legends 

erro Proc 
К 

Terme 

Callers Games 





Ifyou don't see what you want give us a ring 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT, POST & PACKING FOR UK MAINLAND 
Subject to availability all goods despatched within 24 hours 
Overseas order add Europe £1 per item, Others £2 per item 
For Access & Visa phone our shop on 01-870 4941 


— 
ees 
Make Cheques/? Orders payable to Storm Computers. SAE for ful list 


Sus 
ans 
ms 
ie» 
p 

[Aram А + Cmn 15 m Deme + Pp M) Colour Monte me 

** AN Amiga AS00 come with FREE Game Software 3/4 titles (can very) * * 


++ As well as Delux Paint, Basic, Workbench, Utilities, Manuals and Tutorial 4 


oul 
[AMIGA PERIPHERALS ө” 
[че АО Second 1 o B Dac Deve (A1000 cr AS) ws 
[ceres CAXIS4 өк» Drive 15e А ОТО, АЮ, je" 
vn 
ms 
D 
p 
um 
[ir Аш 512 104R RAM upgrade + cock үзө 
роте КХР. Prener. pun Codet NLC ОСУУ + ed LIT 
ries Pree, Epon Compute МО Dra IGCPS + ad (NEW MODEL) И 
Os 
was 
Pri 
шз 
ims 
sas 
Er 
[ОО 15а Dac «Lara Cae (10) - LOW LOW PRICE n» 
[oie геме 15in OSDO Dna (10 - LOW LOW РЫСЕ 


IsPECIALS (Limited Stock) m 
[uq A108 coins menter ms 
[erede АС New Dac Dri + FREE GEOS + 10 dnar inm 


OUR Pres uss 
те PRICE Pee n 
1555 095 Ранен un 
WW Ha Pur ч» 
из 1095 тиш и» 
"5 ns ga [4 
S OE Ronde 200 3% 
Эв HA Залда P 
Эв юз Serv Р 
X MES земаме Facon эз 
Из is элш m 
X» ons зу» as 
AS 1695 Space бшш $n 
И» s semen a 
ка Са 
PEE Garr P 
E 1095. Soper Hoey 5n 
Xm n» Toon из 
Ds 3095 табле из 
ВБ Юю Teo 
T» 4m ven 
к 
im 
xs 
15 AMIGA S00/1000 BUSINESS 
49 hags Anrortoges 
BIS Regs 
1635 Аң Diga Cone Sr 
hepa Drow 
Aen Dis 
segs pct 
Кт 
КЛ 
Contre Uap BCE 
irae 
бил uc Caron 
em 
Date Pee 
Scan Annemor 
tates C wn 
шш C Deveyan) CC 
HEC mre herir 
Hecho! 
Hee Set 
Hosa Sandra) 
ова Отена! 
Кесшген 
Pager 
Pat de Der 
Kapor io ove ASAIO) 

Tea ceric (or Beton 
пома Suge some 
Snape Sind Darrer 
Sopra Pe 
са NW) 
perisset 


[AMIGA 5001000 GAMES 


ore 
TURTLE PRICES ARE THE ONES TO JUDGE THE COMPETITION BY WE 

| ARE SURE WON'T FIND LOWER PRICES AND FREE DELIVERY FIRST 

SERVICE AT FIRST CLASS PRICES 
Post: Send Cheques, P.O. or Visa/Access details to address below. 
"Phone 0476 60488 24 Hour Service with your Visa/Access details 
Turtlesoft Dept ACE, 35 Brook Street Courtyard, 
Grantham, Lincs. МОЗ! éRY 


Subject to availabilty, ters are despatched within 4 Hrs. EROE 
utet you ete t= Dower rae we have gri Cal o Det 














RAMPARTS 


Infinite energy! 


This handy infinite energy poke should һер any 
Caters having trouble with this game. Simply 
"уре in the isting, run it, and load the game from 
the star. 


20 PRINT CHRS(147) 

30 FOR В-1024 TO 1060:READ А:РОКЕ 
BANEXT B. 

40 SYS 1045 

50 DATA 169,13,141,189,8,169.4, 141,190 

60 DATA В,76,16,8,169,173,141,107,54,76 

TO DATA 5,12,32,86,245,169.0,141,100.8 

ВО DATA 169,4,141,101,8,76.16.8 


JAN INMAN, Watford. 





| AGENT X 2 


TRICKS 'N' TACTICS" 


Make this your highest 

Scoring month yet with 

this assortment of tips 

and pokes. 

We bring you infinite time 

| for Buggy Boy, infinite | 
energy for Ramparts and 

a superb players' guide to 

Deflektor - plus much 

more. 


TACTICS 





Code for level 3 = MEGALOMANIA 


LEE ROWLAND, Bradford 
And for Spectrum owners: 
Passwords: 


1 Here comes of fat top. 
2 There's no escaping it 





Mr R.C. JOHNSON, Doncaster | 
AGENT 12- Codes кше | 


TEST DRIVE | 


Get to the Dealership a little easier with 
this handy litle tip for the Amiga. 


Those elusive codes for levels two and 
three on the C64: 





BUGGY BOY - Tae your tne 


BUGGY BOY 
| Inte tme 


| This wonderful car game can now be played а 
lot easier thanks to this C64 poke. Type in the 
listing, run t and start the game tape from the 
beginning 


101-576 
20 READ A1F A256 THEN END 








To avoid going over the cili or crashing into the 
walls - indeed to aid you in your general corner: 
ing — simply keep the fire button pressed. The саг | 
will then just glide around comers without any 

| | trouble. Of course youll stil have to avoid the 
other road users and release the fire button 
should you wish to accelerate or brake. 


M. GEORGIADES, London. 





30 POKE LA 1:GOTO 20 
35SYS 576 


40 DATA 166,43,134,195,164,44,132,196. 
50 DATA 32, 88.141,2433 

БО DATA 1692.141,244.,3 76.138 

70 DATA 104,104, 169,107,141,26,4,169 
80 DATA 2.141,27,4,169,55,133,1 

90 DATA 76,0,4, 169,96,141,9,156 

95 DATA 7608256 


TIM AND IAN FRASER, Ruislip. 
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Freicks 'N' TACTICS 





| This screen was designed to introduce the player to as many characters as possible. The 
screen shows the usefulness of revolving mirrors, efractors, fibre-optic cables and polaris- 

| ers. No great difficulties here, and a chance for the expert to accummulate points. 

| General 


Tips 
You enter and leave a fibre-optic in the same direction. 


The excitement generated from a new purchase 
usually forces the player to load the game imme- 
diately and try to play it. This is not the recom 
mended course of action with any game, let alone 
Deflektor, because it wil got you nowhere 
Read the instructions and try to memorse 
the characters including what they may or 
may not do. So with the aid of the inlay 
card and the multiload system which 
scrolls the instructions across the screen 
while the rest of the game is loading, wo 
are ready to play. 

To play the game through you'll 
need to set aside a couple of ho 
least, but if you wish to practise 

| the facility is there. А demo mode 
‘enables you to view all the screens, 
and if, while you're actually playing, 
you wish lo мем a screen and 
then plan your attack or have а 
break, then there is a pause mode, or ‘intermis 
sion 

The aim of the game is to link the transmitter 

beam to the receiver. Before you can do this, 

| however, you have to destroy all the Cells left 
behind by the Gremlins that stil roam around var. 
ious screens. You will see the Gremlins on your 

| travels, stil twisting and turning the mirrors – 
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probably to your annoyance. Once the energy lev. 
els have built up, the beam is activated. The 
beam will always hit the first mirror and deflect 
accordingly. You will notice the mirrors fickering 
around during energy build up (during which the. 
rors can be moved), so ifs not 

guaranteed that you wil 

hit the Ми 

favourably. At the start of 
each screen you should 
turn the first miror ful circle 
you will then experience 
either energy loss, a direct hit 
оп a Cell, a link with another 

mirror, a ink with another char- 

acter or the screen perimeter 
The object is 1o hit a Cell or 

ler mirror that is in a posi- 

nta Cell 

The game concept is the 
same for ай machines, but the 

screen layouts are sometimes dit 
ferent and speed varies trom machine to 
machine. On the Amstrad, programmer Costa 
decided 10 use the hires mode for clarity, crisp- 
and definition, as opposed to using extra 
colours, which would have meant chunky and 
Irregular graphics not at ай suitable for Deflektor. 


If those Gremlins 
have been causing 
you headaches in 
this 900+ 
Gremlin/Vortex 
brain-stretcher, 
never fear because 
Vortex's very own 
LUKE ANDREWS is 
here to show you 
the light... 


because it's easy if you think about it. Can 
catch you out, though, if the mirrors are 
not in your favour. 
General 


tips 
| You have more time than you think. Move 
| away trom danger and let your energy 
Ё build up again. 


= 





` mU Чч 


Problems trom the start. Make sure the 
| iest mirror is in your favour, otherwise 
instant death awaits. Gremlins make their 
first appearance. Bottom Cell is the main 
problem - destroy it by using the refractor | 
and bottom right hand mirror. Last of the 
‘easy screens. 

General tips 
Remember, mirror to mirror is not always 
direct - you may have to bounce the beam 
он walls or other things. Gremlins can be а 

help as well as a hindrance. 












—-_wo— 0 


| 
| Hints 

| ‘This is the first shoot-em-up screen. They 
| wlll get harder. You can destroy all but a 
| lew Cells by direct mirror rotation. The rest 
| 
| 
| 


Vapourised Gremlins re-appear. Watch 
your energy levels. Fancy routes can 
lengthen the beam and cause overload. Do 
not force the beam back on itself, it will selt 




















TRICKS 'N' TACTICS" 


The first of the "Hall о! Mirrors’ screens — if you think this one's hard, you have a shock in 
store. Energy loss or Gremlin interference could prove о be your downfall on this screen. | | 
Remember - if you can't destroy with one mirror, move on to another. | | 





| 
There are two sections to this screen. Destroy the first series of Cells, but be careful of over. | 
load. Polarisers and refractors do the main job (И you're lucky). 

General 





tips 
in screens that are sectioned-off you can avoid Gremlins by vapourising them and hoping they | | 
‘re-appear away from trouble. React quickly to alarm bells and warnings, but don't panic! 
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TRICKS 'N' TACTICS 





15 the mission taking you about five 
years to complete? If so these tips 
will prove invaluable, 


Key: 
R-Regional zone. L=Local zone. QZ-Quar- 
апіпе zone. 


Beam generators can be found on: 
1 Сетеп 64:67:11 Küngon 

2Heniez 466326 Klingon 

‘3 Molion 667030 R-Kingon (pods) 

4 Bolus 37:70:55 R-Klingon (pods and guard) 
5 Raniem 10:62:38 R-Klingon 

6 Parlur 79:72:70 RKingon 

TLemer 766785 LKingon 

В бале: 466264 RKingon 

9 Tilul 25:70:67 QZKingon 

10 Sonax 866441 R-Kingon (guard) 





Lepton guns can be found on: 
1 Loriol 71:25:84 Federation 
2 Nuziol 724781 R-Romulan 
З Zersur 31:37:49 QZ-Independent 
4 Toziuz 49:94:66 R-Federation 

5 Sakiel 705041 QZ-Kiingon 

6 Xuner 28:17:46 Federation 
7Somum 61:10:41 R-Kingon 

в Hamul 255676 R-Kingon 

9 Репа: 45:31:21 R-Kingon 

10 Vorsiuk 55:85:25 R-Federation 





Signals Console planet:- 
1 Romok 53:10:38 L-Klingon (guard) 


Klingon codes file planet:- 
1 Moliul 25:70:29 
2 Birman 62:76:55 L-Klingon (need Fluox) 


Blackmail file planet: 
1 Manak 50:1430 R-Klingon (need Fluox) 








- Detest he Корот 
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Psychogen planets: 

1 Kuxam 56:41:58 R-Federation (pods) 
2 Оогок 89:46:50 A-Romulan (pods) 
3 Bikes 34:52:55 F-Klingon. 

4 Mines 34:64:79 R-Federation 

5 Danian 63:62:51 R-Federation 

6 Sakien 15:50:42 L-Kingon 

7 Тайах 99:74:18 QZ independent 

8 Zarral 203048 R-Kingon. 

9 Bisiul 25:82:59 F-Romulan 

10 бейит 61:33:16 R-Romulan. 

11 Zorziuk 553749 P-Federation. 


Rebel commander planets: 

1 Sisus 853443 R-Federation (need Fluox) 
2 Henax 38:15:75 R-Federation. 

3 Lorsun 19:37:37 L-Federation 

4 Lorren 64:79:83 R-Federation 

5 Dakiak 51:50:50 QZ-Federation 


Dilithium Delta 6 planets: 
1 Gesok 53:81:64 Klingon 
2 Verkas 32:55:25 L-Independent 


Peace Virus Ampoule planets:- 
1 Tenak 50:15:87 











infinite almost everything 


This C64 poke will give you unlimited amounts of 
ammo, bombs and invulnerabiity (lor you and 
your jeep ~ NOT ground installations). Just type in 





the listing, run it, and load the tape from the 
beginning 

100 DATA 

32,86 245, 169,25,141,97,3,169,207,141,98,3 
110 DATA 


96,169,173,141,211,144,141,247,144,108,253 
120 DATA 0,14,207 

130 FOR L=52992 to 53019 READ. 
ACeC«APOKE LA 

140 NEXT:IF C«3464 THEN SYS 52992 

150 PRINT "DATA ERROR":END 


Beds | 
a 


Фое te bombs wory you. 
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Fmusic 


rofessional and semi. 

micro music is all about MIDI 

these days, but 

us who don't want 

dreds of pounds 

equipped synths and samy 

but would stil like to persuade our m 

bleep along in a vaguely musical manni 

Scores of packages have been released 

to allow you to do just this. If you have a 

Commodore 64/128, a BBC Micro, an MSX. 

ап bit or 16-bit Atari, a Sp 

Amiga. then check out our musical rag-bag 

ot different music systems for different micros, 

with the accent on budget prices and pack: 

ages that enable you to get the best out 

what you've got - your computers sound 
chip. 


ofessio 

































Instant Music - each doine represents a note, dierent colours 
indicate dierent instruments = pity та page s biach and white! 


© INSTANT MUSIC 


Electronic Arts 
Amiga £24 950k 
064/128 £9.95cs £14,95dk 


This funky, colourful package is aimed at the 
ло user who wants to make music but 
gets a little apprehensive at the sight of st 
dard manuscript notation or the ment 
sound chip registers, harmonics, and 
parameters 

The package allows you to compose 
with the four-voice builtin FM sound chip 
The main screen shows the tune you've load 
ed (or created), with a menu bar above and 
those instruments you've currently selected 
listed below 

What makes Instant Music ditte 
use of colour and its method of er 
notes. Each instrument is associated with a 



























78 Advanced Computer Entertainment 











MUSIC 
MINUS 
MIDI 


Fed up with MIDI? Can’t 
afford it? Then check out 
our list of budget, non- 
MIDI musical packages for 
your micro. Mark Jenkins 
checks out what’s 
available... 


type features 9 
le-following, 


jords, and so 








notes and 











ot fantastically easy to compose complex 
| tunes with, but ifs not difficult to create 
| something - and very easy to have fun with. 








€ MUSIC 
Ee oa a CONSTRUCTION 
Ar actually come to pointi SET 
amao Electronic Ала 
stocks of demos in a (реше version) 
ves folk classical, | Ала £69 950k 








Apple Mac Import — contact your dealer. 
(Standard version) 
tari ST £24 950k 





the styles and sub-directories list 
m 


eces, which 
ord progressions to help 
positions 
Pull-dow us include DRAW, EDIT. 
SOUND, JAM, PROJECT, and OPTIONS. JAM 
MAR ый ep eat а 
any sound using the 
it up and down the music 
imiting the notes and 
in with the backing 


jude some 
л your OWN © 








This suite of programs provides both control 
of your computers sound chip and the 
means to build up professional pieces of 
music - scoring, transposing, and editing 

vork as you proceed. In short, its a 
powerful package designed for those who 
know a bass clef from a bar line. 

But that also means it's а useful educa: 
tional tool. since the manuais are compre 
hensive, and anyone with even a superficial 
knowledge of music theory will find them: 
























The package 
nises betwee! 











| Decr Mas Construction Set onthe Mac - з package scores (g20) in every department 


OS S ША 


> 


>т" 


" 





selves using the package with ease. You 
wont get any ‘play along features as you 
do with Instant Music. but you do get the 
facilities to enter tunes at the keyboard, or to 
place them directly on the manuscript using. 
the mouse. 

There are extensive editing facilities. and 
the package provides a reasonable number 
of diferent instrumental voices which can be 
written into the scores, giving you a clear 
idea of how your composition would sound 
live. 

The essential concept behind the stan. 
dard and deluxe versions is the same, but 
you may find some versions missing from the 
ST program. Goodies available in the Mac 
version, for example. include provision tor 
lyrics. comprehensive scoring functions 
voice editing, MIDI functions, and quality 
output of your score to a laser printer if 
required 

Excellent packages with good documen: 
tation that deserve the attention ot anyone 
Planning to use their micro seriously for mus 
cal composition, but who doesn't want to 
spend a fortune. 


© THE MUSIC 


SYSTEM/ 
ADVANCED MUSIC 
SYSTEM 

Rainbird 

TMS 

Amstrad £15.95dk 
C64/128. £14 95k. 

AMS 

Amstrad CPC £1995dk 
C64/128 £39 95k 


The Music System and the Advanced Music 
System were developed by System for апа 
Logic and later transferred to Rainbird. Мег. 
sions have been made available for the ЕВС. 
СЫ, and Amstrad CPC micros, and the pro- 
grams (the AMS in particular) are among the 
most powerful it's possible to imagine for 
these micros 

AI versions use a sophisticated icon sys 
tem, with the AMS versions having added 
MIDI facilities in some cases, printout options 
using а wide variety of printers, and linker 
sections which allow you to string together 
composition to create lengthier works 

The Editor/keyboard module does most 
of the work, allowing you to play Live пот 
ihe micro keyboard or to record perfor 
ances, A double music stave is displayed 
and pulldown menus allow you to choose 
voices, while a metronome click is available 
{or you to time your playing. 

Its also possible to place notes on the 
stave using the cursor keys, and other nota 
ton such as ties, volume controls, and 
Sharps flats can be added 

Sound parameters can also be saved 
‘and the sound editing section includes soft 
worebased LFOs (Low Frequency Oscila- 
tors) for special effects and other facilities not 
normally found on the micro in question. 

‘An opening page of icons allows you to 
select the major functions - sound creation. 
Composition, editing, printing, or disk opera: 





Rarer s Wai Systm ring on Me Amstrad CPC Gra tun 
os tovt and sone pow lures Ore отори tower, 
i hal you can ony see be ico for one voice at a me while өй. 
“ч tough и зем appear бет раа 

















The Musi System s contr screen - choosing an icon using те 
‘spacebar раз you into the appropriate эла of he progam. 


tion - and MIDI/Linking facilities on the AMS 
versions. 

The only probiem with the package is 
that it cant be joystick-driven, which would 
have made more sense of the icon-based 
Screens. But overall the TMS/AMS packages. 
represent very good value for money and 
should be thoroughly investigated 









MUSIC? 


© OLIVER'S MUSIC 


BOX/MUSIC 
COMPOSER 
Cosmic Pop, PO Box 475, 
London, E4 900 

Oliver's Music Box 

Spectrum 128 £9.99 
Music Composer 

Spectrum 128 £11.99 


Both these packages are intended to cope 
with ‘music inputs and processing’ and have 
а few features which their creators claim are 
‘unique. Both use conventional music staves 
but can cope with tied notes (notes joined 
together with a line which indicates that their 
values are to be added together) even if they 
cross barlines. The Spectrum 128 can't be 
connected to a printer while it's in 128K oper- 
ating mode, so there is no printing facility on 
the Music Composer but otherwise the two 
packages are pretty similar 

Music Composer does allow you to use 
the Spectrum's noise generator which is not 
normally accessible from 128K BASIC, and 
thus lets you create drum sounds as well as 
musical notes; the nature of the drum sound. 
depends on the musical pitch and envelope 
you choose, and the tied noles are another 
effect inaccessible from the Spectrum's sound 
chip 

Oliver's Music is a simpler version of the 
same package for a 48K machine. The differ- 
ence is that it allows you to print out your 
music, entering notes from the keyboard in 
more or less the same way. Whether printing 
is of any interest to you depends on what 
applications you'l find for your music. 

In the Final Check mode, Music Box fills 
up the empty staves a note at a time, which 
is a good way of spotting mistakes in your 
programming. 5600 note capacity and 15 
demo tunes make this one pretty good value 
for money too. 














эу уе you cao peta spem devel 
(see elsewhere). Prices vary - shop around tor best deal. 





Ifyou mart io sing someting singe, you cou ty the Commodore Music Makar, which gives you a mini ast Keyboard о f over the 
loo ol your 64. together wi sofware Dal enables you 1o make easy use ol Фе computers sound chip. There are a number ol add-on 

\о Н over he Commodore 28 which the Gt version wor werk wth, do to Ве dii 
жи design Ве keyboard) Fn for he kids, but don expect much in the way of sophistication unless you go for he Sound Expander 
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MUSIC 


9 EMU 
Gremlin Graphics 
Amstrad 


£14 95cs £19 95dk 











The opening men 
Voice, Music, Save/Load Da 
SX; the examples and һ 


























on the B-side of the casse! 
Loading а demo requires a lot of 
about on the Load page and the mair 
page. although the music display (п 
part harmony on a conventional mus 
stave) is quite impressive when you event 
ally do come to it. Press 
ic play and youll 
complex, slow ballad p 











The screen display you to m 
voices, set tempo, count notes remaining, se 
key, time signature and clef and choose 
new note and rest values to insert. and. 





shows you what note 
grammed at any part 2 
ture display of a one-octave keyboard. Notes 
are inserted one at a time 
functions, or ‘live’ trom th 
micro ke 
The software will 1 
and notate it on 
achievemen 


playing or be 
















s used as 





tie notes together 
ot score markings, 
used with the En 
The latter di 






page 






mer is a comprehensive display 
limitation of the Amst 


x's sound 
time, timbre of a n 

gives as much as you could r 
ably expect over the sounds available 


volume, 











сап vary the overall volume during a piece 
of music and save a ресе normally or in 
RSX (Resident System Extension) form for use 








in a BASIC or machine code progr 
The handbook has a comprehensive 
of keystrokes for programming plus а useful 
summary of the Block Copy function wh 
allows you to reproduce any section 
voice as many times as you like. Overal 




























бег compositions. 





© FM SOUND 
EXPANDER 
Commodore 
Prices vary – shop around. 


For MIDI 





2200002222222 2222 222222222222222222222222222222222223 


Envelope LU 


One 


Sound 





Store Sound 


‘Commodore's FM Sound Editor - Is is tee section, доне you 1o бебе the characterises c yout sound - which on Ns package 


coud be someting que specal 
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Commodore's Sound Expander cartridge. Then aiso a Sampler cartridge lab, or those who wat кө afew lve’ sounds or use in 








ally (say. from a MIDI drum 
e's a new set of 64 internal FM 

h are far superior to the original 
you can save and load music and 











ice editing soft 
the disk. and the Se 





are is separate on 
up facility allows you to 














choose an upper and lower sound, split 
point, transposition, percussion on/off and 
MIDI on/off. After that stage you go on to the 
Edit page proper, which has bar graph dis 
plays for Brightness, Envelope, Pitch 1 and 2, 
у апа 2, Tremolo, т parame- 





Drum Machine section allows you to 
create kits from a selection of sounds and 
write patterns on a graphic display of a sin 
gle bar. There's also a rather wonderful Fruit 
Machine section, which matches up sounds 
at random and gives you the opportunity to 
edit them into something really useful 




















© K-MINSTREL 

Kuma Computers Ltd 

Atari ST £29.95dk 

1 takes full advantage of the STs 

built-in MIDI and great operating 

y. and memory capacity 

алеі of composition and playback 

tter on the computer, together with 4 
8, 12, or 16 channels of playback via MIDI 

и K-Minstrel is replaying four channels of 

sound it can store 3200 chords, enough for a 




















very lengthy composition. Slurs, triplets, 
aocelerandos, and crescendos can be pro- 
grammed, but K-Minstrel only offers very 
simple editing of the built-in sounds 





The package consists of a single disk and 
а slim booklet which describes the system as 
а musical display editor. The basic display is 
а double musical stave and the pull-down 
options are Desk, Music (Play, New. Load, 











Save, Quit), Sequence (Play, Start, End, 
Copy. Delete, Move, Merge, and Save) 
Chord (Play, Delete, Insert, Mark), Select 





(Channel, Volume, Tempo, Attack, Decay 
Sustain) and Options (Change Key, Change 














SAETEKE 





Name,Transpose, Metronome, Print Pages) 
K-Minstrel operates in medium resolution 
and produces rather tall, skinny characters 
But the displays very clear and the bottom 
of the screen gives a choice of note and rest 
lengths and tempo select. Notes of the 
desired length are inserted into a piece using 
the mouse, 

А good selection of demo pieces (Нап: 
del, The Entertainer, Land ot Hope and Gion 
etc.) show you how far the package can go. 
so you can start off by editing these to see 

е effects of various changes. Each channe! 
is colour-coded and you simply select which 
channel number you wish to edit before 
beginning. The Select page gives a limited 
‘amount of control over the ls used. 
altering Volume, Attack, Decay. and Sus 
























tain, and you can enter either single notes or 
whole chords 
Length of composition ible 
spends on the number of channels used, 





but if t comes to more than one page. the 
page number reached is indicated as the 
composition plays (although the display 
doesn't actually scroll). You can load a 













sequence from disk and insert it after a sec- 
tion you've already completed. copy and 
merge patterns, enter a title for the finished 





composition, select а new key signature. 

and produce a metronome click if desired. 
You can print out on an Epson or similar 

printer but will have to mark in tempo 


ERU 


changes and a lot of the musical terms your- 
self. Triplets are printed accurately though. 





music™ 


good value for money for the existing ST user 
who'd like to see whether his interest in music 
justifies moving on to a more professional 
and more expensive package. 














‘Activision's Musi Sta, avaiable or e ST and the Amiga, is a pleasing compromise between he obi comple ol EA's Dele 
Masc Consructon Set and oer, mper packages. Good scoring Wales, some excelent demonstration tunes, and a wide range of 
Instruments. There ar acies lor voice eng as wel as composing and the package provides a good balance between ease ol use and 
ower. Recommended - i set you beck £249 for both the ST and Amiga versions. 











ТЕНТИ" 
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ORDER BY CREDIT UNE 91-148 7997 Ganr) 
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| QuickShot 
4 
NE THIN 


ONI THEM BETTER THAN 
THE REST.... 









SPECTRAVIDEO LTD. 7115: seas Ti Ena GAYA G face озы ste 


INTER GALACTIC HAVOC! A METEORIC MAD HOUSE! IT'S SPACE AGE..... 


ow endure tbe V2 Fighter Simulator and emerge. 
"el space fighter at the pinnacle of his powers or 
er mam more wil vou be reduced to a nervous efbbering 
A wreck fit for no more than intergalactic tinpot trading ships 
© oni the premier cadets of the Stella Imperium s llt 
academy will ever Паб out and It upto mer ess Instructors 
do emere that only the ete survive 


Ws space age frenzy... N's interstellar turmoil... It's Bedlam! 



















The Ultimate 
Maze Challenge 


There are no random events in XOR's labyrinthine palace and there is n 
premium on hand-eye coordination. You have all the time in the world j 
work out the precise nature of the hazards you encounter, Logical 
thinking, strategy and tactical problem solving are all part of the XOR 
experience. And XOR is not simply about finding solutions. If you can 
solve the entire puzzle (15 levels plus an encrypted anagram), you quali 
tobe a member of the ORDER of XOR, with a certificate and a badge td 
prove it t 





-..this is one of the most compulsive, cunning and 
attractive programs I've seen for some time! .... the 
game is superb - a very classy original twist оп the 
basic maze theme" A+B Computing ..... 





ul она RAC er) 


XOR's Features 


- 15 graded mindbending mazes 

- Each maze approximately 16 screens 
- Super smooth high speed scrolling, 

- High resolution quality graphics 

- High speed or step-by-step replay 

- Intriguing logical problems 

- Interactive dynamic puzzles 


XOR - Now availabl 





Commodore 64 Disk 
Cassette 


Spectrum Cassette 

Amstrad Disk 
Cassette 

BBC Disk 
Cassette 





Coming Soon for IBM PC amd compatibles 


XOR Designer - Available for BBC 
and Commodore computers. 





Logotron Guarantee 

All orders dispatched within 5 days of 
receipt of order E 
Faulty software will be replaced 


immediately REPO, 
Postage and Packaging Free. ¥ Я 
[Koleos ел 


ic 





кор ‹ 





Off his chest Well, it only takes a wee bribe and before you 
lam a games freak. | love fas ^ i н 
moving zapping games. As | own an can say ‘Advanced Computer Entertainment’ 
Amiga 500 one would think the letters are flooding in – and some very 


meaty ones, too. Letter of the Month prize 











ne right machine to keep 






edle at goes to K.B.Smith of Leeds for his sensible‏ ی ر 
software and forthright views on the Sex and‏ 


All us Amiga owners get Censorship controversy. K.B. wins Jinxter 
po жо NUR for his ST. 
Lu Reim hine | The other two winners are arcade engineer lan 























and a great price tuy | Wooller for his peek behind the coin-op rights, 
tse коп pe) on ard onk, b and Deano Schofield for his useful fuse tips. 
Fea Foren cab as eee If you want to give yourself the chance of 
Royce drive not a Mini drive winning a prize at the same time as getting a 
think us Amiga owners are load off your mind, write to 
Ped Ил; э Ле ACE LETTERS, 4 QUEEN STREET, 
has to offer BATH, BA1 1EJ 
should be on the Amiga but the | found any of the a 

than some ofthe Spectrum or CBM мо Tunbridge 

64 games. Plus, where are al ke to Yeovil 

great looking screens which are o o 








the box which the да esin? | - let 











Тат writing to express my thoughts 
on sex, violence, Maria Whitake 
et al, following the running debate 
in your pages, and those of other 
magazines. (Not that | read other 
magazines, of course). | personally 
find that many of the adverts for 
computer games offensive, for ай 
sors of different reasons. Lets 
take те Майа Whittaker 
controversy first. 

Inthe current (February) issue that Palace Software expe 
of ACE, MB of Dewsbury points out women to buy Barbarian in d ht he had the right reasons 
that the man іп the ad is also in order to drool over а muscle- ме all think we have the right 
| scantiy clad, and asks if the fact bound moron sexily cuting people's reasons, but п depends on 

that no-one complains about that heads off? Ye Ikely tha! us being prepared to submit those 
means that it is all ight lo see sexy violence is being sold lo men, reasons to the judgement of others. 
men, but not right to see sexy rather that sex to women Reto. Beatin, Ойт 
women. His assumption is that he MB makes a rather poor Renegade, etc etc, gradually creato 
adis accused of being degrading to attempt to disguise his chauvinism е of opinion that makes it | 
women because it exploits female by accusing Mr Panayi (letters to “| 
| sexually. This greatly over- issue 3) of b 

simples the case. We all accept жо 

| that, on the whole, men find womer magine Mr 
atractive, "-4 vice versa, and that (о be speaking for himsel, but N 
Simple fact nas been exploited роо 
throughout the whole of history and of “most w 
particularly advertising history claim t 

The reason the Barbarian ай - сот 
amongst many others - degrades phrase 
Women more than men is to do with Mr B, your misogyny is si 
ower: both male and female а 
depicted as being nothing more 0! todays computer games, 
than a set of physical attributes, bu anything a bi rude, and then 
the male is clearly stronger, cles, macho Seriously, software comp 
dominant, and therefore - doesn't it aggression, and a bigger weapon а bit more restraint please? 
make you feel good, chaps? - than anyone else, and it is this 
superior. Ask yourself who the ad is portrayal of mak s — KB.Smih 
aimed at - or should we believe degrading to men. Al problems and Leeds 










violence and kiling. and this is 
always justifiable because, you see, 
we're the good guys and they are 







LETTER 
OF THE 











know that this is a 
for the sake of allowing 
4 in games scenarios, but it 
ез the idea that any act is 
ible as long e for 
right reasons; the IRA think they 
1 have the right reasons; Hiller 




















visa 





















ing condescending to fave йк on ушн uidi 
ing for them; | they are just games, (or fims, or 
'anayi would claim опу тумыш, or 
but gradually they bring 
ut a numbing of the imagination | 
and an adjustment of social mores; | 
hey should ай be burned, and then | 

















press the though 




















perpetrators should be 
Owelled with а chain-saw, 
and then — (1 know I'm right) — we 
could impose censorship and the 
death penalty for anyone publishing 












In the sickening world 
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the ST with no enhancements. the 
ST with no enhancements. 
Unfortunately, the situation is 
unikely to change much unless the 
Amiga stars selling in larger 
numbers. At the moment there's 
по! much of an incentive for 
software houses to do anything 
special for the Amiga; there are 
‘more STs around so they write — in 
the first instance ~ for that. 


* Terse 

1 would like to point out a view | 
hold- Mark Hodsman ~ You're а 
jerk. 


Chris Wallis 
Portsmouth 


Would Mark like to comment on 
this pithy judgement? 





1 agree that typing in listings is a 





waste of ime and energy. However, 
1 believe that many people would be 
interested in ances on 
programming techniques. Ро 
example, how to implement ray 
tracing, inbetweening, fast 30 
graphics etc. The algorithms 
required could be presented in 
‘pseudocode’, which could make 
thom applicable to all machines and 
languages availabe 

iso a few articles on the latest 
ее wz’ hardware wouldnt come 
amiss; most technophies lap up 
features on transputers and RISC 
machines. (Yes, I bought issue 3 - 
Games of the Future was the best 
алде ld seen in ages. More 
please.) 


John McDonnell 
Warrington 


Were looking very seriously at 





introducing something along the 


lines you suggest, although it 
certainly won't be a great wadge of 
listings. Watch this space. 


© More TOS Troubles 
Just before Christmas 1 bought ал 
Atari ST FM and, just like GC 
Noakes, | discovered that my ST 
has TOS version 1.09 which would 
not run some software. | have 
compiled a lit of tes which will or 
will not run with TOS version 1.09. 
Do Work. 

Barbarian (Psygnosis), Defender of 
the Crown 

Blue War, Flight Simulator 2 

Tenth Frame, Trailblazer 

Hardball, Solomon's Key 

Xevious, Star Trek (1.09 version) 
30 Galax, King’s Quest LILand i 
Stargider, Star Raiders 


Don't Work 
World Games 
Golden Path, Hollywood Poker 


‘Arkanoid, Star Trek(1.08 version) 
Road Runner, Karate Kid 2 
Gauntlet 


1 was not very pleased to discover 
that there are some major titles that 
do not work, especially at £20-25 
each. Please print this list or letter 
to save new ST owners precious 
time and money. 

Kevin Sander 

Welwyn Garden City 


Having bought your magazine. | 
ticked through your letters section 
and saw the letter named ‘TOS 
Troubles’. | read it quickly and 
realised that | have the same 
problem, 1 purchased Bubble 
Ghost for my Atari 520 ST FM from 
Silica Shop and when | booted it up. 
my ST just printed ‘disk not 
responding’ error. After Christmas 
we went back to Silica Shop in Kent 
and when they tried it on а 1040 








| would like to join Grant Punchard 
(Feb 1988) in saying that although I 
would dearly like to own an Atari or 
Amiga there is no way | could afford 
either! 1 have only owned а 
‘computer for just over year. When I 
was trying to decide upon one | 
read that although cheap the 
‘Spectrum had a rather slow and 
odd form of basic. After much 
debating | decided upon an 
Amstrad 464 (as I could not afford а 
6128). 

The main consideration was 
that | needed a monitor and with 
the 464 | only required a plug. 
Since then | have upgraded to a 
6128. The Amstrad 6128 with a 
colour monitor cost me £399.00. 








How much would an Amiga cost — 
with monitor? £600 — £700 £800? 
There is по way that | am in a 
position to pay that for a home 
‘computer and then be expected io 
pay about £25 for а game. 

1 therefore feel that this view 
that within the next year 16-bit 
computers мії overhaul 8-bit is a bit 
premature (unless my Saviour Alan 
Sugar comes up with a cheaper 
package as rumoured as there 
must be many juniors who are 








8 Bits v. 


probably in a worse financial 
positon to myselt 

It would also be nice if те big 
пале sofware houses sometimes 
paid more atenton to conversions. 
The most disappointing games | 
have bought are World Class 
Leaderboard and 1942 World 
Class Leaderbord would be a 
superb game without the bug. | 
have now owned the cassette and 
disk versions which both had a bug 
оп certain parts of the putting 
greeens. | am awaiting a reply from 
the manufacturers about this. 

Now — how about some praise? 
Firstly to Incentive for the 
magnificent game Driller. Secondly 
= Micropose and Amstrad for 
customer service and couriesy 
Both have been very helpful to me 
over the past year. Thirdly, 
yourselves. | enjoy the News and 
reviews sections. The overall 
magazine | like but | am getting a bit 
tired of the '8 bits dead - 16 bits 
мде atitude by some of your team. 


Stephen Stewart 
Southampton. 


We dont believe that &-bit 
machines are dead yet, and we 
certainly arent going to stop 
supporting them. But we are 
excited by the possibiltes of 16-bit 
‘machines, and we think most 
people interested in computer 
entertainment are as well 


© smouldering 

1was reading issue five one Sunday 
tight when | saw a letter. By Neil 
Wilson, Мей ‘Racist Wilson. Allow 


16 Bits 


те to assess what Neil has said. 
He wants ACE to cover the Amiga 
more, drop 8-00 computers 
{especially Amstrads), print larger 
photos of Amiga screenshots and 
‘smaller pictures of 8-0 games, and 
as a finale, get rid of the play-by- 
тай section. 

1 havent ever owned an 
‘Amstrad, nor have I played a Play- 
by-Mail. | am slowly saving for an 
‘Amiga, and I've never heard of Alan 
‘Sugar (who he apparently hates). 
But Мей Wison bugged me more 
than any other person who's writen 
loa mag. 

1 bought ACE because it was a 
mon-discrmanatory computer 
magazine covering al machines 
‘equally. Even though the Amiga 
market is relatively tiny, and | detest 
Spectrums. Neil, however, would 
like you to abandon the В-Ы! field, 
(by far the biggest market) kil 
someone and abandon the PBM 
‘section which appears to me to be 
an interesting hobby. 

And what is wrong with 
‘Amstrads? They have gorgeous 
graphics compared to my C64 and 
а hait decent sound chip. Lots of 
‘games are released for them but he 
seems to think of them as Ores! 
Anyway. Гт rambling on now so (11 
shut up and smoulder in peace. 


lan Morgan. 
Grimsby 


* Dipstick 

Neil Wilson must surely get tst prize. 
in the national dipstick competition. It 
seems to me he wants everything his 


own way and stuff anyone else. Well, 
his attitude stinks. He wants ACE to 
cover less on Amstrads, yet he goes 
on to moan about how badly Alan 
‘Sugar has treated Amstrad owners. 
Surely, a contradiction in terms. As 
for his point about the Spectrum, 
perhaps he should remember that 
Alan Sugar could easiy have 
‘scrapped them altogether. Also, for 
the Ме of me, 1 can't see his point 
about 464 owners. They stil have a 
strong software base, due to the fact 
that the 6128 remained compatible 
Now, perhaps Neil should also 
consider the fact that & bit computers 
are stil, by far, the majority and many 
people arent bothered about buying 
16 bit and paying £25+ for a piece 
ol computer software. Overall, the 
letter gives the impression that Neil 
has bought a 16 bit Amiga and is 
scared stitt that it may quickly be 
superceded by another computer. 
Perhaps his apparent hate of Alan 
‘Sugar has something to do with the 
‘much rumoured new Amstrad 16't 
‘computer, To prove that my letter is 
due to my anger of the **"* that Nell 
Wilson writes, and not just to wn a 
prize, | have not enclosed my tull 
address, во you can't give me one, 
‘even il you wanted to 





Mark Spencer 
Sheffield 


Shame about that address, 
because we might just have given 
you a prize...But what about Neil 
Wilson? Is he going to take this 
abuse lying down? Wil he riposte? 
Watch this space. 
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STF it loaded perfectly. The 
salesman then asked, 

"When did you buy the ST? 

му dad replied, 

"Just before Christmas’ 
"You probably got the newer TOS 
chip in. "replied the salesman. So | 
changed it for Wizball. 





Christopher Heathcote 
Chelmsford. 


We hope that Kevin Sanders' list 
helps everyone with their TOS 
troubles. 





Rip Off 

Y а long time that 
arcades change the difficulty level 
and lower bonus adders on certain 
machines. An example is the 
arcade near my college. It has a 
World Cup machine and it costs 20р 
for one minute extra time, in the two 
player mode. In the arcades in the 
West End you can get five to ten 
minutes for extra time. The same 
goes for Gauntlet ; you may get 100 
health points for 10p. The smaller 
arcades can't afford to drop prices 
and difficulty levels while the bigger 
arcades can. The arcades have the 
choice to change these diferent 
levels so the best solution if you find 
a ‘greedy’ arcade is to shop around 
for a better arcade otherwise you 
have no choice. 





Leigh Hammond 
Barnet 


® Music, maestro! 
Clap, сар, clap for ай the info on 
musical instruments and their 
performances. Since | have read 
the music pages, 1 зөет to have 
been inspired to write my own 
material and in doing so might have 
put some good stuff together, so Im 
going to get a recording done very 
Shorty. | wil forward a сору of the 
tape very soon. 


D. Smith 
Galashiels 


Well look forward to hearing it 
Could you also send a good hiti 
system. 


® Where are the 
programmers? 
Heel I must comment on the style of 
magazines - including yours — on 
today's market. Firstly, let me say 
that | am not a newcomer to the 
computer world and | have been 
buying (and reading! computer 
magazines for about five years 
Recently, | went through a few of 
ту old magazines from 1983/84 
and something struck me about the 
style of the news, reviewsand 
articles contained in the issues from 
this era. The first thing | noticed was 
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Bear in min. Гат writing 
this letter on 8th Jan 88 (not at the 
time you read it) 

Ferrari Formula 1, release just 
put back again by Electronic Ars, 
all the shops waiting desperately 
for it.ve had it since Dec 29 
(now take into account the 
Christmas post) 

Bee Gee Air Rally, ће shops 
have never heard of й. (під 
October) 

Crazy Cars, Just given as a 
hot new release. . (early Sept) 

‘Arkanoid (Jan 6th) 

Eagles Nest (mid Dec) 

‘Blackjack Academy (October) 








Piracy!! 


Until sofware houses sort 
themselves out and make their stuff 
available for purchase they will get 
ripped off. 

Some Answes Answered. 
(these are my answers to some of 
the comments | think you will 
make). 

You naughty boy, don't you know 
its wrong. 

Yes | do and 1 do genuinely 
wish that 1 could buy the software 
‘that | want, but I can’t so until | can 
| will take pirate stuff (I mean, how 
long is it reasonable to wait) 
this Im sure you ill say Unti its 
released" but ifs human nature 
ient it, you would have to be a 
monk not to take some stuff on 





meg upgrade, monitor, external 
drive, and printer. This is a hell of a 
lot more than | can afford, and | wîl 
be paying it off for а long time yet, 


И 
gape 
ae 

i 


instance, the amount of 
толеу you spent on your system 
got 10 do with the matter? You 
knew very well what a game was 
going to cost when you bought 
your hardware. 


of the software industry. Im sure 
that ‘Doley’ would be feeling sory 
for himself then, 








how much more interesting they 
were compared lo today's 
‘equivalents, but there was one thing 
that stood out more than any other 
and that was news and articles 
‘concerning programmers. Today in 
most magazine news sections al 
that seems to be topical is what 
actual companies are doing 

| find this very strange as 
Programmers are the second most 
important ingredient in the industry 
(the first being the game-playing 
Public of course). The same thing 
happens in reviews; х company has 
surpassed itself with the release of 


Why has there been this 
movement away from the 
programmers? | for one would like 


to see more about programmers in 
the future, 


Gareth Baker 
North Humberside. 


We do try to cover news of 
programmers, and we intend to do 
more in future issues. Bul things 
just arent the same now as they 
were five years ago. In those days 
most games were written by 
individuals on their own, with 
possibly a Ийе input from a 
graphics wiz and a musician. A lot 
‘of companies were one man 
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Fierrens 





1 hope | may be of some 
assistance to Darren Moore who 
was having a bit of bother with his 
Speccy. There are two possible 
answers to his problem. The first 
is that he may have either a faulty 
double plug or have the wrong 
fuse in it. If this is the case then 
either buy а new one or replace 
the fuse with а 5 amp one. 

The second reason is much 
more complicated. Darren may 
have an unstable circuit in his 
house so try your compuler on 
different plugs around the house 
ог the problem persists you may 
have to consult an electrician. | do 
Know how Darren feels as my own 
‘computer does not work Ocean, 
Imagine and US Gold games 
downstairs where our extension 
Causes interference and even 





Funny fuses 


when | moved it upstairs these 
companies’ games stil would not 
work until | changed the 3 amp 
fuse in my double plug to a 5 amp 
one. 

| hope a simple fuse change is 
all that is needed. 


Deano Schofield 
‘Tamworth 








bands, where the programmer 
would also be sales manager, PR 
person, and so on. Now, on the 
other hand, we see a shrinking 
number of software houses 
producing more and more software 
based on coin-ops, TV and fim 
licenses, toys etc. There is no 
longer one individual programmer 
responsible for the whole thing 
from concept through design to 
coding; most games are the 
product of teams. There are stil, of 
course, a few ‘star’ programmers 
around (David Braben, Costa 
Panayi, Andrew Braybrook et al) 
but it would be boring in the 
extreme if we merely recycled the 
same faces every few weeks. So 
well cover programmers where 
and when it seems interesting to 
do so. 





© A better class of 
magazine 

Asking at the newsagents about 'a 
better class and more adult 
computer magazine | was 
recommended АСЕ, which | 
purchased. The quality printing wise 
and the articles are very good. | 
have sent off for the last three back 
numbers. 

Its nice to see a readable type 
black on white or even tinted page, 
and you dont resort to comics or 
starting horror posters. 

We are both pensioners and 
‘own a Spectrum» and the games 
we enjoy are Scrabble, Chess, 
Boulderdash and other puzzle 
games like Think! 














RERiches 
Hemel Hempstead 


Nice to hear we appeal to the more 
‘mature and discerning reader. The 
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Brain Games article in this issue 
should be right up your street. 


® Endgame despair 
Am | alone in despairing at the 
endings in games? An awful lot 
seem to just wrap around back to 





the beginning or just give a brief 
textual message after completion 
This sort of thing totally negates any 
satisfaction that a player might get 
from completing a game. Surely 
after completing a game we at least 
deserve a litle tune, or even а 
graphic sequence? 


Gregory Stone 
Chesterfield 


You are not alone, Greg. Several 
people around here have 
commented on the lamentable 
state of endings. There should be 
more than a measly Well done 
when you've laboured to complete 
a game, and ifs about time the 
software houses and game 
designers pulled their fingers out 
and did something 


* C64 ROM 
While reading the letters page of 
issue 4 | noticed a plea for help by a 
C64 owner who was having big 
problems with Gauntlet. | work in a 
computer shop and have had this 
problem before and as such may be 
able to help him. 

64s, as you know, have been 
around for quite a while now and 
inevitably they have undergone 


some changes. One such change 
saw the re-design of the graphics 
ROM, and while not major there are 
stil some differences between ‘old’ 
and new O64s. 

Should a game (in this case 
Gauntle) which has been 
programmed upon a new style 
machine, referto the ROM and find 
the wong information there 
(because the machine running it 
has an old style ROM) then it will 
cause an error: if this error has not 
been taken into account at the time 
of programming, then the game wil 
crash 

As to what the unfortunate C64 
user can do about it; he must go 
aong to his friendly Commodore 
repair agent who wil replace the 
ROM (unfortunately the most 
‘expensive chip in the machine) and 
then he wil be as right as rain to 
play all his games. Simple, eh? 


Andrew R. Leighton 
Accrington 


You're right, of course. But most 
software is in fact written to run in 
the lower resolution, so you don't 
often get the benefit of the all those 
extra pixels. 








Аз an amusement arcade engineer 
with 3 years experience in the 
trade, | would like to pass comment 
оп some points of Craig Freeman's 
letter, Feb 88 issue 5. 

Firstly game pricing. Most 
older games , eg. Star Wars, 
Hyper Sport, Wonderboy, Rygar 
etc command a 10р price of play. 
Newer games such as Double 
Dragon, Out Run , Pacmania etc 
are 20р. Some games such as 
Afterburner and some of the sit 
down simulators wil be more, but 
this is because some of these 
games are 3 to 4 limes as 
expensive to purchase. As far as 
ту experience goes, when newer 
machines come into the arcade, it 
is better that they are set up to be a 
challenge to the player which can 
be met, rather than being so 
dificult that they do not encourage 
the player to play again. If a game 
is too hard ог 100 expensive people 
will not play it 

Secondly, skil levels. Most 
machines do have a menu of 
‘options which can be altered by the 
operator, so it is not the 
manufacturers fault if a game is 
ioo hard, although | must admit 
some games are very difficult to set 
at a level which is suitable. | found 
this with 720 myselt. Also Craig 








In the arcades 


` т 
Г 
a 


must remember that as a machine 
gets older, people wil get better at 
it and sometimes this makes it 
necessary to aller the levels 
slightly. Most operators wil try to 
give the best value for money. But if 
someone gels so good that they 
stay on the machine for hours on 
оге 10р, there is not а lot they can 
бо. For example in one arcade | 
‘cover there are about 4 lads who 
can stay on Star Wars from 
10.30am 10 10pm for 10р, also 
there are several who can do the 
same on Gauntlet. This does not 
‘even рау the electricity 

As you can understand these 
are my views and each operator wil 
set his machines as he sees fit 
taking ай factors into account. So, 
Craig. ! suggest that you put 





yourself in an operators shoes; 
remember that f ай videos were set 
up very hard they would not be 
played. If they аге not played, they 
will not take any money. So | cant 
imagine anyone deliberately 
‘making their machines unplayable. 

if anyone out there knows, | am 
trying to find out if anyone ever 
brought out a game for the CPC 
464 called QIX. Originally it was an 
arcade game made by TAITEL. If 
anyone did, 1 would like to buy а 
copy. 


lan Wooller 
Budleigh Salterton 


An interesting insight in to what 
goes on behind the scenes. As lar 
аз Qix is oncerned, we think you're 
out of luck; there were several 
micro versions, but never one for 
the 464. Shame ~ it was a terrific 
game. 



































HOW TO 
ORDER 


METHOD 1. Use one of 
the ACE Reader Offer 


forms printed near the 
start о! the Pink Pages. 
METHOD 2. Call 0458- 
74011 and ask for ACE 
credit card orders 


This fabulous $14.95 Quickshgli 
2 Turbo is yours for nothing 
| when you subscribe to ACE! 


Oh boy, this one's a goodie. Take out a 
12-issue subscription to ACE for just 
£17.95, and we'll send you Spec- 
travideo's state-of-the-art joystick abso- 
lutely free of charge. 

| So not only do you get a year's supply 

| of Britain's hottest computer magazine 

| delivered hot off the press direct to your 

door, you also get a superb piece oj 

help you extract maximum plea: 

from your machine. 

It's a great offer, folks. 


~ 


JOYSTICK FEATS 


W Rugged build with metal shaft 

W Uses microswitches for extra ргесіѕіС т 
W Specially moulded shaft for extra comfort 
W Two fire buttons on stick 

Ш Superfast autofire 

W Suitable for left or right-handed players 

W Rubber suckers for fastening to smooth surface 
li Recommended retail price £14.95 
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PLATOON 

Ocean 

Powerful action based on the 
award-winning war film. 


Meson PAP ACE pce Orter ooie 
Spectrum cass....999 695 A136SC 
СВМ 64 сазз....999 795 A136CC 
CBM 64 disk, 1499 1195 A136C0 
Amstadcass....999 795 А!ЗБАС 
Amstrad disk... 1499 11.95 A136AD 
U.M.S. 

Rainbird 


Universal Military Simulator. Super 
wargame breaking new ground with 
numerous original features. 

esen WP ACE pce Order code 
Atari ST disk.....2495 1995 A140ST 
IBMPCdsk. 1995 1595 A140PC 


GAUNTLET 2 

US Gold/Taito. 

Follow up to the big arcade hit 
packing numerous new features 


un PRP Мр Ord cote 
Specrumcass. .899 695 А1235С 
СВМ 64 cass, 999 795 AT23CC 
СВМ 64 disk......1199 895 А123С0 
Amstradcass.....999 795 AI23AC 
Amstrad disk... 1499 11.95 AT23AD 
Мап ST disk” 1999 1495 А12357 


"ST version imminent 


COMBAT SCHOOL 
Ocean 

‘The Konami arcade game featuring 
‘sEven gruelling events. 


ein [Ad 
Specrumcass...795 628 AT31C 
СВМ 64 cass. 895 6.95 A131CC 
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CBM 64 disk......1295 10.95 AISICO 
Amstadcass. .895 695 AI3IAC 
‘Amstrad dek 1495 1195 A131AD 
SOLID GOLD 

US Gold 


A collection of five fantastic titles: 
Infiltrator, Leaderboard, Gauntlet, 
Ace о! Aces and Winter Games. 
Hours and hours of entertainment. 
denn NP Ара deca 
Specrumcass..999 7.95 A1225C 





ECO. 19.95 1495 А13657 
World Games 2499 1895 AIOBST 
Arkanoid 1495 11.95 А11257 
CALIFORNIA 
GAMES 

US Gold/Epyx 


The best Epyx sports simulation yet. 
‘And that's saying something 


9 TP Mgr Ode 
Specrumcass.. 899 695 А1355С 
Spec.3dek....1299 999 А13550 


Now you can buy some of the 
hottest titles around and save 
money! 


CBM64cass....999 7.95 A122CC 
CBMG4dsk. .1499 1195 AI22CD 
Amstrad cass ..999 795 AI22AC 
Amstrad disk 1999 1595 A122AD 
JINXTER 

Rainbird 


‘Sequel to The Pawn and Guild of 
Thieves. Stunning graphics, great 


adventure. 
Wier LA 
Amstrad disk... 1995 1595 AT39AD 
Atari ST disk. 2495 1995, A139ST 
Amiga disk. 24.95 19.95" A139AM 
IBM PC disk. 19.95 15.95 A139PC 
POWERPLAY 

Arcana 


Wonderful trivia game supported by 
excellent graphics and numerous 


questions. 
rin HW Кери Ode 
Atari ST disk 19.95 1595 AIST 
Amiga disk. 1995 1595 A1A1AM 


New on Atari ST 


Various 
A selection of some of the hottest 
titles 

me MP Кера Oder 
Wizball 19.95 1495 А1095Т 
Top Gun 1895 14:95 A114ST 


CBM64cass... 999 795 A1350C 
СВМ 64 disk....11.99 895 AI35CD 
Amstadcass....999 795 АТЗБАС 
Amstrad disk. 1499 11.95 AISSAD 
DEFLEKTOR 

Gremlin Vortex 


A stunningly original game in which 
you use rotating mirrors, and other 
devices to guide a laser-beam onto 
its target. 60 addictive screens. 


ve PP ACE pe Order cote 
Spectrum cass.....7.99 595 AI26SC 
СВМ 64 cass. 999 795 AI26CC 
СВМ 64 disk... 1499 11.95 A126C0 
Amstrad cass......999 795 AI26AC 
Amstrad бек 1499 11.95 A126AD 
Азап ST disk*.....19.99 1495 A126ST 


"ST version imminent 


GAME SET and 
MATCH 


Ocean 

А massive compilation о! 10 
complete sports games — including. 
Konami's HyperSports, Ping Pong 
and Tennis, Daley Thompson's 
Super-Test, World Series Baseball 
Pool, Championship Basketball, 
Barry McGuigan's Boxing, Super 
Soccer and more. Incredible value! 


m PAP Кера Order oode 
Specrumcass..1295 9.95 А!205С 
СВМ 64 cass... 1295 995 AI20CC 
CBM 64 disk. 1795 13.95 А120С0 
Amstrad cass 1295 995 A120AC 
Amstrad disk. 1795 13.95 A120AD 
MAGNIFICENT 
SEVEN 

Ocean 


An incredible value-for-money 
Compilation which includes Head 
Over Heels, Arkanoid, Wizball 
Short Circuit, Cobra, Frankie Goes 
to Hollywood. and Yie Ar Kung Fu. 


din WW КЕріз Ош 
Specrumcass. 995 795 А1295С 
СВМ 64 cass. 995 795 AT29CC 
СВМ 64 disk... 14.95 1195 A1290 
Amsirad cass — 995 795 AI20AC 
Amstrad disk _ 1495 1195 A129AD 
TRANTOR 

US Gold 


Use a flame-thrower to smash the 
power of the evil Nebithons. 
Spectacular graphics. 

dem RP Кєр Order eode 


Specrumcass...B99 895 А1325С 





Specs3 disk. 1299 999 А3250 
СВМ 64 сав. 999 798 A13200 
СВМ 64 disk 1199 895 A132CD 
Amstrad cass......999 795 AI32AC 
Amstrad disk. 1499 11.95 AT32AD. 
Atari ST disk .1999 14.98 AT325T 
720* 

US Gold 


The thrills and spills о! 
skateboarding on your micro. 
Numerous challenges including the 
ultimate 720 degree twist. 


К НР ACE pce Order eate 
Spectrum cass. 899 695 ATMSC 
СВМ 64 cass.. ..999 795 А124СС 
CBM64dsk. 1199 895 A12400 
Атай сав. 999 795 AT2AC 
Amstrad disk.....14.99 11.95 AY24AD 




















MATCHDAY 2 


Ocean 
The best action football game 
available on home micros. 
RP Кри Order code 
95 6.25 A13080 
95 1095 A130CD 
895 695 AI30AC 
1495 11.95 А1З0АС 










hit accelerates 
HP Кук Ode 
B99 695 А128 


nto home сотр 
тот 





Spectrum са 
Spec ca d 


















Logotron 
Ingenious maze game, packed with 
mind-bending puzzles. Original and 
very compulsive. Ace Rated 927. 





A11980 


CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 
0458 74011 


MAIL ORDER™ 


Order form printed on 
page 143 (inside Pink 
Pages!) 


ACE MAIL ORDER 


+ Fast delivery 
* Friendly service 
* Fat discounts 


HOW TO ORDER 
Just make a note of the details о! the items you want, including the order 
‘codes. Then fill these in on one of the "ACE READER OFFERS" forms 
printed on page 143. 

Post this, together with your credit card details or cheque to the Free 
Post address listed. You need pay no postage. 

Alternatively ring 0458 74011 and ask for ACE Credit Card Orders. 


PLEASE NOTE 

1. All items are despatched by first class mall 

2. We have tried to list only those versions of software which are avail 
able NOW. 

З. AI prices include VAT, postage and packing. 

4. You will normally receive software within 7 days of ordering. But 
please allow 2-3 weeks in case of temporary shortages. 


ТЕПШИ] OFFER 
If you want an even better deal, turn the page and have a look at our sub- 
scription offer. Il save you another £10!! 


a= 
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SYSTELIS IMC. 
THE START OF SOMETHING NEW 
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Quest ot the Avatar 
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AND MAC DISK £24.95, 
AUTODUEL IS AVAILABLE FOR COMMODORE 64/128 ATARI XE/XL DISK £19.95. APPLE, ATARI ST DISK £24.95 
MicroProse Ltd. 2 Market Place, Tetbury Gloucestershire GL8 BDA UK Tel: (0666) 54326. Tix: 43422 MPS/UKG. 


Vie Kes NIN ЕЕ bal Y. 














Pass the Persona, 
Darling... 


First of a two-part Buyers' Guide to Role 
Playing Games 


ADDICTION 





PERSONAE 





ADVENTURE 








FADVENTURE 





| ThePilgrim's 
Players' Guide 
To The Pawn 
Part 1 


The Pawn was the first adventure to be 
released by Magnetic Scrolls. now enjoying 
considerable acclaim folowing their recent 
releases, Guid of Thieves and пег. has 

excelent graphics and a rather unusual story 
lie. This tendency to weirdness’ has put oft 
some players, which is а руу because the 

game stil has a certain charm. If you've got a 
сору and have found progress difhcult. then 

relax - with he Pigs Guide you can get back 

to the game and trumph maginicenty 
So you've woken up with a bump on your 
head... Check your clothing and its contents 
before heading off east. Should you bump 
into а certain arborne personage, greet him 
(SAY TO KRONOS, GREETINGS) and he 
will give you a note, which you should take. 
If you examined your clothing and other | 
personal accoutrements, however, you wil 
| have noticed an unusual device, which you 
should ask Kronos about. He wil offer to 
remove itt you perform a certain task and 

| then hands you a chest to help you. Don't 

Befoce open it, whatever you do. 

5 Hobgoblins. In the palace gardens, the wooden key is 

found where (so tradition has it) people nor- 
mally hide keys. You'l also find, for some rea- 
son, а small amount of cash in the fountain. 
By now youl be able to unlock the shed, 
but forget the wheelbarrow it's not impor 
tant Make sure you look everywhere, includ: 
ing under things. You should leave the shed 
with at least three lems 
The Guru has another task for you, but 
he won't give tto you as long as he can see 
your wristband, so best cover it wth some: 
thing, Pinch his food before you leave, hear: 
less adventurer that you are. 
Geting past the boulder is pretty easy, 
| but the solution в slighty implausible. You 
ECNE AE AE AE EE > | have to lever it, of course, but using the rake 
and the hoe simultaneously. That means you | 
have to e them together. Might as wall use 
the same thing you covered up your wrist 
band with, unikely though this would be to 
work in real Ме. Of course, there are yet тою 
rocks, but these one's are rather easier о get 
| past, or over 


. Pat’s Patch | i 


| | Pat looks forward to 16-bit adventure 
creating... | 










Beyond Zork - an unusual program, concentrating on ert entry ке | 
ood location descrptons but wih he added эрсе ol character 
Grvlopent Recent revewed in АСЕ but wl baking a more 
уб ve tra! mon 





the feeling of ident 
els with his/her persona. 





COMPUTERISATION 














Bards Tale Noi ois excelent graphic rum, Bards Те has a 10 scrolling window дарау showing you curent locaton and he 
monsters you encounter Magi and combat rots hl spice up Ihe acon Check it out eri mont 











Next month: Killing the adventurer, 
satisfying the guru, and more... 




















ly to change rapidly, especially with the 
growing popularity of 16-bit machines like 
the Amiga and Atari ST. 

Two adventure writing utilities are on the 
way for the ST. Giloft intend to release a ver- 
sion of PAW which is currently still under 
development (and the details still under 
wraps). Meanwhile, Incentive are very close 
to releasing an upgraded version of GAC 
which has been available for a wide range 
ot В-Ы! machines for some time now. The 
new program. to be known as STAC, will be 
an extension of GAC written specifically for 
the ST series, According to Incentive STAC 
will be ‘easier to use, and considerably 
more powerful and flexible than GAC’ and 
will allow you to `...write protessional-looking 
adventure games with the minimum of pro- 
gramming effort; You can check out a few 
more details in this month's edition of The 
Travellers’ Times on these pages. 





One of the greatest difficulties in writing 
adventure on smaller machines such as 
Spectrum. Amstrad CPC and Commodore 64 
is the need to find room for all the routines 
required to give a feeling of reality in the 
game, yet stil find space to develop puzzes 
graphics etc. Companies such as Infocom 
айа Magnetic Scrolls have attempted to get 
around this lack of memory by using the disk 
аз extra memory during play, but this has its 
‘own drawbacks. Playing with disk access is 
often painfully slow and tends to destroy the 
‘atmosphere patiently built up in the adven- 
tures depth of programming. It you want 
good (terrible) example of this, try playing 
an Infocom game on the Commodore 64 
with a 1541 disk drive. 

With the larger memory 16bit machines, 
memory restrictions virtually disappear 
STAC occupies around 100K on the 52567, 
leaving about 300K tree for use. Writers cur 





ADVENTURE 


rently feeling stifled coping with less than a 
tenth of that space on the smaller machines 
will have plenty of scope in future, 


Oops Several people have taken me to task 
over the combat routines (issue 2) as 1 forgot 
fo mention priorities. The line marked Ini- 
Байз should go in High Priority, included in 
the condition which checks for the first move 
in the game so that it is acted on only once. 
The other lines go in Low Priority and must 
appear in the order show, though not neces 
sarily in an unbroken group. 


Got a Problem? Write to me c/o ACE if you 
have tips for or need help with adventur 
creators. Space limits me in the column, so if 
you need a personal reply please enclose cin 
SAE. No SAE, no reply! 





Ф The Travellers’ Times 


Edited by: The Pilgrim Honorary Editor: The White Wizard Published by Far-Future Publishing 
Price: Free with every copy of ACE Magazine 





Infocom-ics! 

Not content with romantic fiction, linguistic puz- 
Жез, real-time, and role-playing, Infocom have 
introduced yet another game-stye to their cata- 
logue – the animated comic. 

UK players wil already be familiar with this 
genre. We've сееп Melboume Houses Red 
hawk, Palace's Stifflip and Co, and we're about to 
see Infogrames/Ere Informatiques very pretty 
Crash Garrett (see page 15 for preview). So far, 
few of us have been very impressed with the, 
industry attempts to mix comic strip with adven- 
ture. What wil we make of Infocomics? 

Its a litle unfair to pass judgement solely on 
the basis of a deomnstration disk, but even so a 
number of points are immediately clear. The 
graphics are extremely crude and the storyline 
Suitable for children of tender age. Unlike the 
British versions, there is no text entry whatsoev- 
er. You simply watch the pictures fick by, telling 
the story, and every so often you can press the 
RETURN key to switch plotiines, following the 
fortunes of another character, perhaps, or a di 
ferent chain of events. 

The first Infocomics title is called Lane 
Mastodon Vs. The Blubbermen, a comic spoot 
‘written’ by Steve Meretsky. Just in case you're 
thinking that Infocom have finally fipped their id, 
you should know that the product wil retail in the 
USA for only $12 — only marginally above their 
budget category. It's also aimed squarely at 
comic-reading kids, claiming that each Infocomic 
has га least 10 times more images than standard 
comic books’ and should ‘provide 4 to 5 hours 
entertainment 

The idea, then, is to compete with comics, 
not with other computer programs. Can Activ 
sion, who are marketing the product in the UK, 
price it cheaply enough to make this philosophy 
work? Prices have yet to be announced, but | 
can't see it knocking 2000AD (which costs 28p) 
off the shelves 





Atari ST Adventure 
Creator 


ог STAC, as Incentive are calling it, is a new 
adventure generator for the Atari 16-bit machine, 
due for launch in the very near future. The com- 
pany claim it is even easier to use than GAC, with 
added ‘disk features’ and the ability to generate 
stand-alone programs. Save and merge of i 
vidual data sections is possible and extra condi- 
tions have been included for manipulating mark 
‘ers and counters. 
Best thing about STAC looks like being the 
ccustom-abiity of the package. You can define the 





screen layout as you please and there is greater 
control over location descriptions and objects. 
Add to that the ability to include pictures imported 
from Neochrome or Degas and you have a very 
powerful package...IF it does everything they say 
it will! Youll find out soon in Pat Winstanley's 
‘exhaustive and authoritative review. Stick with 
us. 


Bards Tale 2 

dust to mark our short piece on role-playing 
games, Electronic Arts are producing Bards Tale 
2: The Destiny Knight, a sequel to best-selling 


I was never 
worried-— 
not f P one 
secondt 





Infocomics: every so often the top right hand corner of the page will fold over, indicating a possible change of 
plot. You can also ‘tast forward/backward! through the frames... 
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Bards Tale. 
The program 
more challenging than it: 
company, and feature 
for exploration and ad 
advanced combat and magic system 
The original Bards Tale гета! 
pest role-playing ga 





should cause a few ripples of excitement. We 





second part of our role-playing game 


Level 9 Join Mandarin 
Level 9 have severed relations with Rainb 
ware and havo ted up an 

has been estab) 





'ed by 
















led to work for MicroP 
Magik, instead of Rainbird. As follow 
column will know, the product has 

delayed under th abe 

wil be picking it u 

near future. After that we 

and after that... Let's wish Leve 








Lancelot 


Level-9- 


evel 9's Arthurian legend, 
















shape rapidly n 
and the coding wel 
sin late A 





The 
Lancelot, and are 






laking great 




















id of 
in Jinxter? Level 9 
оте catching up to do...but 
i, lads, so get to it! Ө 








from the SHADE 


пе of the questions that | am 
frequently asked is whether, 
as an Immortal, Гт fe* up with 
it. The answer is quite simply 
no. It's like asking i! someone 
is fed up with lile — because to 
some of us addicts, Shades IS 

Ме, albeit a fantasy one. 

Look at some of the other immortals, 
апа what they get up to. The Arch-Wizards, 
for example, have a very important function 
on Shades. We are all told that they are 
there to police the game and Blot (termi 
nate) offenders. But in fact their real func- 
tion is play vicar and perform the ceremony 
at Shades weddings. 

Of course, if you can get married, you 
can also get divorced too. And this is the 
second most important function that the 
Arch-wizards have to do. A quick word in 
their ear (note that ear is singular, as no- 
опе has yet discovered whether an Arch- 


Now you can even get 
married on-line - Sappho 
the Witch (Mbx 

019998149) reveals all 


wizard has two or not) and they'll formally 
officiate at your separation. Lordant, who 
does a very nice line in harems, performs 
excellent ceremonies for those who wish to 
make their illicit love affairs legal. | myselt 
am on my fourth and hopefully final one 
(wedding, not harem). Lordant’s ceremony 
was very moving (no puns about prune 
juice, thank you), The quests: Heloise, 
Eukonidor, Artemis, Graeme, Slime, and 
Sharra, all seemed to enjoy it. But then wed- 
dings always attract the high-flying party- 
going set. 

Raveena (hello sweety), is the unfortu- 


nate Immortal who is trying to make an hon- 
est Witch out of me - and what an immense 
task that is. Though the threat of being 
beaten up with a limp lettuce and whipped 
‘cream is enough to keep anyone in line. But 
that's another story altogether. 

Vick, renowned for his/her bolt-on bits, 
has married Sally, making this Sally's fifth 
marriage. Vick has also decided to make the 
add-ons more permanent, probably for 
sons quite conjugal in nature. So out goes 
Vickie, and welcome to Vick, with deep 
voice and six o'clock Shadow thrown in for 
енесі 

Yes, these Immortals are always up to 
something, whether it's ‘whatever-it-is-they- 
get-up-to' in the 'super-safe' Bridal Suite, or 
= in the case of Hazeii the Coder's sidekick, 
Ambushbug, wearing suspenders to play 
‘Rocky Horror Meets the Wombles: 

Fed up with being an Immortal? No sir! 
Oris it madam... 









01-309 1111 
01-580 4839 


01-629 1234 ext 3914 





colours, mouse controller, and a 512K built-in disk drive. The S20ST-FM has a TV modulator 
built-in. and comes with a lead to allow you to plug it straight into any domestic colour 
television, ant The mains vanstormer ie alao builtin f the Keybosro. so hare are по messy 
external boxes. You couldn't wish for a more compact, powerful ard stylish unit. Atari S. 
‘computers are now firmly established in the UK. there are nearly 500 sofware tities already 
available tor a wide variety of applications and the list is growing all the time. And thats not 
When you buy your new S20ST-FM (or any Atari ST computer) from Silica Shop, you will 
get à lot more, including a FREE Silica ST Starter Kit worth over £100, Read the ONLY FROM. 
SILICA section on the left. to see why you should buy your new high power, low price 52087. 
FM from Silica Shop, the UK's Мот Atari Specialists. For further details of the range of Atari 
ST computers and the FREE Silica ST Starter Kit, complete and return the reply coupon below, 


ATARI S20ST-EM NOW ONLY £260 (А290 


ATARI 1040ST-F - NEW PRICE 


MEGA STs NOW IN STOCK 





To: Silica Shop Ltd, Dept ACE 388, 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Road, Sidcup, Kent, DA 
PLEASE SEND ME FREE LITERATURE ON THE Al 


Meneame: initials Surname: 


Postcode: 











THE MOST REALISTIC FOOTBALL 
STRATEGY GAME YOU CAN BUY 
AVAILABLE FROM ALL LEADING RETAILERS 

FEATURES 























ктт" 


NOTTS FOR (їз DERBY. (ют 
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РО mode out lo D & Н Gomes plus a large SAE, with 25р siamp attached. Please 
wite your name and address on reverse side of cheque. (72 hours delivery). 


19, Melne Road, Stevenage. 
Herts 562 811 
= (0438) 728042 





Evesham Micros 


All prices VAT/delivery inclusive 


ATARI New Year Special 

Jk 520STFM only £269.00 
520 STEM with 1meg momory upgrade. £338.00 
3040 STF £429.00 
1040 STF wii S135 mono monitor £549.00 


Mega ST2 with mono monitor £869.00 
Mega ST4 with mono monitor 1169.00 

























'SLM804 laser printer, groat value at £1199.00 
ап SM125 mono monitor £134.00 
Atari SH205 hard disk, new style £539.00 
Pro Copy the no 1 disk copier lor ST £ 3495 
Cumana CSA354 1meg drive £129.95 





Gumana CDA358 2meg (dual) drive, £229.00 

Philips £M8833 colour monitor cw St load £279.00 

Philips CM8852 as above, higher resolution £299.00 
Еа E1000 decont on Pies montos 1 bought wit an ST) 

АЙ ST prices include: mouse etc. PLUS 5 disks of s'ware 

including graphics, wordpro, utility, game and demos. 

We can quote you for any combination of hardware 


3.5" disks 


10811.95 in plastic case £13.95 
25..£27.95 in 40 cap case £34.95 
Fully guaranteed double sided modia 


Amiga & ST drives 
Why pay more? 


We can supply 
this ultra neat 
high quality 
nd drive 
for an 

ultra 
low 
price 




























520 STFM 1 MEG 
MEMORY UPGRADE 
Requires soldering, full 
‘instructions. supplied. 


£59.00 

































FEATURES N 


One year guarantee 
$ Imeg unformatted capacity only 


+ Very quiet 

$ Simine sing £99 95 
 Throughport . 

+ Top quality Citizen drive Inc. VAT 
Long cable for location State Amiga or ST 


left or right of computer when ordering 
Colour coded to computer 


PRINTERS caste Var" been 


Site 


LC-10 


The Star LC-10 is the new printer from Star. It replaces 
ihe highly popular NL-10, offering significant advantages: 

that” model tke 4 NLG fonts, paper parking and more 
Grint combinations. Our offer must be the best available 
Wo include VAT. delivery & printer cable PLUS 2 spare 
ribbons, all for £199.00 

NX-15 wide carriage version of NL-YO £319.00 
ND-10 180/45cps. £299.00 
ND-15 wide carriage version of ND-1 £419.00 
NH-10 240/60cps. £379.00 
Star NB24-10 24 pin, 2 (roa ribbons. £469.00 
Star SF-10D cut sheet feed, most 10" models .. £ 59.00 
Panasonic KXP-1081 very popular £179.00 
Amstrad LO3500 new 24 pin at low price. £320.00 
NEC P2200 quality 24 pin printer, low price £349.00 






















Gecision, get It right with 
st Evesham Micros special 
State computer type when ordering 








































эп prices VAT delivery incdusive 
West day йу C500 ete 
us БО. э ACCESSATSA dotais WREST ES 
УР Evesham 
Worcs WH11 4SF 
Tel: O386 765500 
‘Birmingham, B30 38H Tel: 021 458 4564 
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SOFTWARE 
BUYERS 
GUIDE 


There are some games that any self-respecting micro owner really ought to have - and that 
anyone new to computer entertainment ought to think seriously about getting. So here it is - 
the ACE guide that will bring you bang up to date with what are the best games to buy for 
your micro. 

As the world of computer entertainment advances, some of the older games that kept us 
playing for months on end fall by the wayside to make room for the newer high fliers. But in 
the ACE guide you'll find a few old favourites that we reckon still cut the mustard. 

Programs are listed alphabetically with their publishers, the machines we're recommending 
them for and their prices on cassette and/or disk. If a machine is not listed for a particular 
game it means it either isn't available on that format or that we can't recommend it. Look out, 
loo, for versions of these games about to appear on other formats - particularly ST and 
Amiga. 





AIRBALL 
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supplying arms ог financial aid lo radical 
factions inthe hope ol topping a govern 
‘ment which is not receptive to the great 
‘American or Russian dream (depending 
оп which side you're playing). Ifs com- 
plex, involving, and its dificul to play in 
ten-minute sessions. Absorbing stuff that 
(ves an insight into the devious word ot 
geopolitics. 


BOBSLEIGH 

Digital Intergraion @ Spectrum ЄЎ 95cs 
ө Amstrad C9 95cs С14 960% 

Bobsleigh i a tiling game wih enough 
stratogy involved to add another dimen 
sion to a highly competent and айбе 
simulation. Have you gol Ie stamina to 
win your way into one of the top three 








positions by the end of the season? 
Remember, sponsors don! back losers 
Unforturately, athough Bobsleigh is avai- 
able for the C64, ifs a рос game com- 
pared о the Amstrad and Spectrum ver- 
ons and  hrelore no recommended 


BONECRUNCHER 
Superior Sofware € C64 9505 
£7195% 

At fest sight this recent release may 
appear to be nothing more than a Bout 
derdash (рой. However, there am a 
number ol Му innovative gameplay 
features which give Bonecruncher a leet 
ай of йв own. Highly recommended for 
those who preter to solve problems 
rather than shoot hem 


BOULDERDASH 

Pram Leisure Corporation  Specuum. 
£298 € C64 £299 ® Amstrad 
©з 

A game that has everthing = instant 
addiction, long-term chalenge, tenet 
‘excitement as the clock tks down and 
‘extremely icy puzzles. You must colect 
Jewels hidden in cavers, digging away 
earth and boulders to get at them. Bod 
ders can drop and cause you sedous 
damage, while the jewels are olen hidden 
by seemingly impenetrable wals Com 
pian. but great un. Boulderdash is a cas 
sic you can! айоо to miss in ts budget 








































Атда А500 + Mostar 
+ Paint + 3 Top Games £489 95 





90 95 
813495 


Philips B833 Маз Res Colour 
Моло, + Cable 

Sar м 10 Prior 

SEGA Games Console 





ET 
Monto + Cabe 


£54995 Star NLIO Primer + Cable 
сплав PHONE FOR MORE 


Рмара 8633 Med-Res Colour 












1 
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H 
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AMIGA SOFTWARE 


ORDER BY PHONE mmm 
Tel (0424) 221931 =m EN 
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CBS Computers, 17 Eversley Rd, Bexhill, 

1HT. 
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alow maximum o 14d 
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" 


ess 


[eee Li d 


BOUNDER 

Gremin Graphics 6 Spectrum £7,95cs @ 
C64 9952 £1295 @ Amstrad 
£895cs C13 95 Ө 

А great arcade bounce-emup, and very 
‘addictive (oo. You guide a bal as i 
bounces from one platorm to another 
high above the verteally scroing land 
scape. Land on marked squares and you 
сап stay alot longer or gain a mystery 
bonus, Fil in а gap or hit one of the 
games many nasties, however, and 
youll lose a Me. Bonus bouncing sec 
Моп at the end of each level help vary 
the pace, and those tough gaps realy 
hoop you coming back lor more. Bright. 


AMSTRAD ЁРЕ. 


wily graphics, great music - and ifs зо 
playable 


| BUBBLE BOBBLE 
Firebird @ Spectrum 795cs Ө СЫ 
fRgScs £12956 @ Amstrad £8.95cs 
£14 95k 0 Atari ST C19 954 
Playabiity is the essence of this two 
player coin-op conversion. You and a 
тепа play bubble blowing dinosaurs 
traveling through 100 таге ал platform 
screens, fighting off the bulle by 
'encapsulating them in your bubbles Ю 
чуп ет into ужсу fut. More frepower 
and various bonuses awat as you reach 
the more dificult later screens. Enor- 
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mously good fun, й а Ие on the cutesy 
side. Can also be played as one player 
against the computer 


BUGGY BOY 

Ене ө C64 £9 95cs £14 950k @ Amstrad 
£8.99cs £1495 

А non-stop acton nmng game tat wi 
keep even the most ardent ОЛ Run tans 
busy for a long while. Collect the time 
bonuses in the attempt to complete the 
five grueling courses. instant playable 
and highly adáctve, Buggy Boy shoud 
be on any raong fan's shopping bst 


CHESS MASTER 
2000 

Elconc Аз € C64 £99505 
£14 950 Amiga £2495dk Ө Atari ST 
£24 95e @ IBM PC £2495 

Strongest! chess game on the Amiga, 
with excelent graphics, 2D or 3D view- 
point, 12 levels ol dificuly and ail he 
playing optons you could wish for. Plus 
some tariy ny speech syntheses 





CHUCK YEAGER'S 
ADVANCED FLIGHT 
TRAINER 

Electronic Ars @ O64 £3 95cs £16956 
(© PC £24 950k 

Chuck Veagers fight trainer takes the 
fight simulator genre a step further by 











WIGHT Computing Home Micro’s 


Atari 520 STFM 


Amiga 500A includes Modulator . 


SEGA System 


Commodore 1541 C disc drive includes 29 games .. 
Commodore 64 C Sports Pack E 


Spectrum 128 plus 2 


PCW 8256 includes Disk Box 
DMP 3160 (PC compatible printer) .... 
Used Spectrum 48K plus 3 month warranty 
Spectrum 48K pack Joystick Interface Games 


Citizan 12D printer 
Joysticks 
Interface (Spectrum) 


_ 280.00 
475.00 
95.00 
159.00 
165.35 

. 129,00 
344.00 
199.00 
6000 
55.00 
199.00 
from 6.95 
850.00 





Part Exchanges Welcome Minimum £20 
Phone for items not listed 


mE 
Spectrum Key board faults .. 





. 1800 









$рестгит ................... 
Commodore 64 / C16 Plus 4 / Vic 20 . 26.50 
Acorn Electron non ULA Faults . 25.00 









17.50 













Recondition Vic 20 Modulators ........... 
Other Machines Please Phone 

3 Tape leads 350 

TV or Tape leads Spectrum 1.60 






Leads made to your requirements 
Large Range of leads & adaptors in stock 
3.5 inch disk plastic case 













Commodore 64 PSU repairable 
Spectrum Power supply unit... 





300 








Due to the VAST STOCK of software we keep we are unable to list it, use the table below to work out the price to pay 








3499 








(e.g Outrun Spect. rrp 7.95 our price 5.99) 
Sega software deduct 2.00 from rrp 


RRP Our Price 
699 528 
899 675 

Я 1099 824 
1299 952 
19.99 1446 


2622 





RRP Our Price. 
799 599 
999 743 
11.99 899 
1495 1093 
2499 1739 
49.99 3542 























Barclay Card phone orders 0983 68978 

Or write to W C H M, 122 High Street, Ryde, Isle of Wight. PO33 250 

All prices include VAT @ 1596 postage & packing (UK) BFPO 
Dealers for Time Works Software phone for prices 

Software Bundles £5 for 10 tapes 
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ES ASHCOM E 


S20ST-FM Keyboard | Mouse / Smeg drive 25595 
TOA0ST-F Keyboard / Mouse / | meg drive = 369.95 
TOAOST-E Keyboard / Моше / | meg drive | mono monitor mss 
I0405T.F Keyboard / Mouse / | meg drive / colour moniter mss 
Mega ST 2 meg Ram | Mouse | mono monitor. зи 


Phone or write for prices of peripherals 
‘A108! colour monitor E 
А010 dac drive p 
Phone or write for prices of peripheral not seen 
АП hardware fully guaranteed. 
3,5 discs DSOO guaranteed (packed in 10) no 
25 bulk packed 35 inch биз OSDO guaranteed 2500 
Philips 8833 colour monitor 270.00 


Phone for details of special software pack 








7995 
Time Works Desktop Publisher 99.95 
AMIGA SOFTWARE 


Faery Tale Adventure = 4995 
Balance of Power 2995 
Fire Power (New) - 2495 
Delux Paine өз 
Space Battle x 2 995 


New software and hardware ıı constantly being added to ovr at at masse discounts зо # 
You do not see what you want cl or test products and pre. 
All prices include VAT @ 15% and P&P on UK Mainland 
Send SAE for ful price lie 

Ай кетч are dispatched within 24 hours, subject to азыу 

To order send cheques / PO or Visa / Access details to the address below or 
"all us on (0530) 411485 wich your credi card decals 

/ASHCOM, 10 The Green, 


BEWARE 


Don't run the risk of missing a copy of A.C.E. 
With many newsagents selling out fast, you 
should guarantee yourself a monthly copy, 
either by subscribing or by handing your 
newsagent the completed form below. 


Dear Newsagent 


Please order me a monthly copy of Advanced 
Computer Entertainment magazine (A.C.E.). 












Name 





Address 





Telephone. 





Note to ACE is distributed by SM Distribution (Telephone 
01-274 8611). It is published the first Thursday of the month prior to 
cover date, priced £1.50. 
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including а Wang option. Chuck wil 
‘guide the novice through such ficult 
moves as aileron loops and гой. With so 
much in one package it wil take many 
hours of instructive fun 1o master ай the 
aviabie орот 


COLOSSUS CHESS 4 
COS @ Spectrum £9 95cs C64 £9 35cs 
£14956 @ Amstrad £9,95es £12 95k 
ө мәл XLXE ©9 95cs £14 950K 

Best bet for 8% machine owners, with 
choice of 2D or 3D view. umpteen level. 
f долу, and тулай options which 
enable you to play, waich, work out 
chess problems, etc against a ne com- 
puler opponent 





COLOSSUS MAH- 
JONG 


CDS ө C54 созо: £14390 Ө 
Amstrad £9 9905 £14 99d. 


The rummy-tke oriental game ol strategy 
and chance. A tutor program and short 
manual make this an easy lo use and 
учу entertaining piece of software for 
veterans and noces айе 


COSMIC 
CAUSEWAY 
Gremin Ө C9 99cs £14 995 

The flow up to the very popular bounc 
ing ball game Tratblarer. The 24 stages 
of the scroling landscape race toward 
you at breakneck speed as you ty 1o 
Que you bali trough the muitude of 
obstaces. Less technically demanding 
than Traiblazer but much more fun and 
wihtremerdous vanety 


DEFLEKTOR 
GreminiVorier Ф Specirum £7 960s @ 


Сеа cogos 1499dk Ө Аай ST 
£19998 








Opics are the order of the day here (not 
the spiri dispensers) as the player ies 
to connect а laser beam to a receiver and 
э! the same time пу to destroy a number 
of celis that are on-screen as мей. You 
need to make full use of the mirrors, 
fibre-optic conduts and polarising and 
retracing blocks if youre to achieve your 
‘ims, Clear the first screen and yout! 
only have 59 more to do. Fascinating 
stuf that's hombly addctve 


DIPLOMACY 

Leisure Genus @ C64 £12950 
£14 956 @ PC £24 950% 

The grand olf man of nasty nagotabon 
boardgames finaly made it onto home. 
computer and how! Tho game can han- 
де up lo seven players and its an 
engrossing and madly addictive game 
‘thats а must for micro megalomaniacs 


DRILLER 

Incentive € C64 £14,95cs £17.950k Ө 
Spectrum £14.95cs £17.95 d e 
Amstrad £14 950s £17 95k 

This Nree-dmensional masterpiece of 
exploration and adventure took a year o 
develop, but the wait was worth it. A 
whole world was crammed ino ВЫ! 
micros o дүе the player such a feeling of 
"being there ifs uncanny. Is bold, daz- 
айту original and very playable. A mile- 
‘stone in computer entertainment 





EAGLE'S NEST 


Pandora @ Amiga £19.95dk @ Atari ST 
E1995 


This is one ofthe better Gauntlet cones, 
especially on the 16-bit machines. The 
тізу favour of the arcade adventure 
‘adds atmosphere and й you ike this par- 
‘ular style ol game, you won! be disap- 
pointed wih Eagle's Nest 





ELITE 

Firebird ө Spectrum £14.95cs Ө C64 
E14 95ce £17 950 @ Amstrad E12 95cs. 
S495 ө BBC fi295cs £14 950k 
(avalatie tom Superior Software) 

St the best space trading game, Elito 
эе a standard tor other companies lo bol 
low. One ofthe fist space games o use 
vector graphics, i's а shooting and irad- 
ing effort set across several galaxies, 
with plenty of variety 1o the gameplay. 
You can trade legal goods in (relatively) 
safe systems, or run the gauntlet ot 
prates in the galaxies: danger spots wih 
your hold full of contraband. Either way 
here's а пов ine in zero-G dogfighting. 
and as big a task as youl find anywhere. 











EXOLON 


Howson Ө т £79505 Ө Сы 


dk Ф Amstrad £8.95es 








Graphically superó honzontaly scoling 
shoot-em-up in which you run, duck and 
jump your way along a р 
blasting away at alen defences. А gun 
and a тезле launcher are used to blast 
the foes, bul things are s fo tough 
en you can grab an exoskeleton lor 
"ra potecton and te power 











FLIGHT 
SIMULATOR 2 

Sub-Logic @ Alan ST £49 95% @ Amiga 
£48 95d @ IBM PC £49 350k 


The venerable godtather ol tight simul 
tons, Fight Sim Il is the standard by 





which эй others are judged. Ато i 
spent а zilion weeks on lop of the US 
chari, ifs dificult fo get hold of in the 
UX. I you have the technology this is an 
essential purchase 





GUNSHIP 
Microprose Ф PC £24 95x 
Excelent graphics, involving simulation 





and a vanety of messions make ths one 
о! the beter PC games. Piloting your 
‘copter around in order lo zap varous 
gocks be lerrbly taste ` but # you сал 
stand the pottcs you should have a lot of 
m 








HEAD OVER HEELS 
Ocean € Specrum t795cs Ө СА 
95ce (129569 Amstrad £8 9scs 
E1495 @ MSX C895cs Ө IBM PC 
сова 








The Challenge of Flying а 
Helicopter Gunship 


ad ed eed BO 
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K & M COMPUTERS 
| | *GUARANTEED LOW PRICES* 









































zr 
asses 


Asas 


"КАЛА COMPUTERS, DEPT АСЗ 40 FAIRSTEAD, BIRCH GREEN, 
SKELMERSDALE, LANCS. WNA 6RD 


Special Offers 
Atari 520 STFM 


Pack A Pack B еске 
su 
ii Ай Пете In Pack A FEX We 
Basi. Малаа plus RE 
Fie Dis PO. Sow nc | nastaan яа cios | Baga Box AAP 
Tini Word, Neocron vrgucne RRP E1495 Tw 
tare 10 Blank Daes £1096 


£269.95 £279.95 
Peripherals 


re" 
NB Dive Er 
Tamga ine Ома 13095 


is buses? coos 
Prise CURBS 





‘Amiga A500, 
Ата Bas. Basic Mara 
Workbench, Mowe, Oe 
Part, болул Sarge, 
Tasa Теми in Tone Town 


£469.95 


Pay Cash/Cheque and well 


MAIL-CENTA 


я, Belper, Derby DES 1AP 


Amiga A500 
Mouse. Baie 
жоме. 
Ове Part 


£429.95 
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30 exploration reaches its peak wih hs 
huge intricate masterprece. You play two 
characters — Head and Heels - as you 
search lor the crowns that wil free the 
galaxy. The puzzles can gel very dificult 
Indeed, and youll often have lo spit 
Head and Heels up to use thir dierent 
apabliies. The game's 300 locations 
are wily drawn, and the animation is 
alent мохои. А real classic 


HIGHWAY 
ENCOUNTER 

Vortex (available on The Best of 30 
compilation from US Gold) € Spectrum 
£8,98cs @ Amstrad £8.99es, 

Each game in ths compilation is an 
excellent example of Vorex's 30 anima: 
ton and tough gameplay, but Highway 
Encounter stands out in both depart 
ments, as you plot your roule along sad 
highway fighting of threats trom a mutant 
"bo of лз 





INFOGRAMES' 
BRIDGE 

Infogrames € Атай £12,983 
E15 95ck Ө MSX £12 95cs 

Graphical the best ol all contract bridge 
simulations, with large playing cards 





depicted against a sutably green baize 
background. Plays a good game (tor a 
computer, which alter эй à à bi short in 
the imagination and ha department) 
and features a wide range of ophons and 
bidding conventions which you can tog. 
де on and ofl according to your style 


LEADERBOARD 
Access/US Gold @ Spectrum £8.99 Ө 
Сй 8999 LILIO Amstrad 
(9992 £14.99 0 Alari ST £19 990k 
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И you only buy one golf simulation tor 
your colecson, make sure ifs Leader 
board fs head and shoulders above 
every else on the playabity and 
realem stakes, easy (o get into, wih 
delghi graphics and some wicked 
courses. Once youve mastered the 
courses on the orginal version, tackle 
Tournament Leaderboard and Wen 
World Class Leaderboard (based on real 
courses, inchng 51 Andrews and also 
containing the Gauntet County Cub, a 
purse devised by Access to be as dit 
ой as possible) 


MAGIC KNIGHT 
TRILOGY 

Mastenrone © Knight уте Spectrum 
£299 cs Amstrad £2 99cs Ө Spelbound 
Spectrum £299 c» Amstrad £299 cs 
O64 £2 99 cs @ Stormbringer Spectrum 
£299 cs Amstrad £299 cs 

Тв оўу is a senes of тето деп 
arcade adventures which, as wel as al 
the expected running and кит. have 
' complex system ol teracton between. 
characters. in Speibound you must res 
cue Gimbal the Wizard from the tear 
some Castle of Kam: in Knight Tyme you 
have lo find a way back in me afer 
being catapulted inio the 25th century 
while in Stormbanger, the final part, we 
nd та! he mage kt has been spit 
in wo, one part good, the other evi. You 
can hil yourse, so the опу зоол © 
o merge the two halves. But how? Lots 
ot action, plenty of thought and good 
graphics make al three weners 





MATCH DAY 2 
Ocean @ Spectrum £7 95cs £14 95 
Сві 0895-5 E1295. @ Amstrad 
£8 95cs 14958 











Deritely the football game on micros 
magrvicent anımaton great gameplay 
ооу and skiti computer opponents. 
Various improvents over the orginal 
make this а must for al computer football 
fans 


MERCENARY 
Novagen @ C64 t995cs £1295 Ө 
Amstrad £9 95cs £19 950k 
Ру around a oly of strange buidngs and. 
‘explore ће maze of underground pas 
sages all presented to you im fast, 


ШИШ ШЕШӘ 


smooth vector graphics. Your goal в 10 
escape кот wariom Targ by buying 
stealing or eamg an mlerstelar ship, 
Экез with either of the waring 
Palars or Mechancids or play them off 
against each other 


NEBULUS 


Hewson @ C64 £8950 £12950 Ө 
Spectrum £7,95cs 
Guide Pogo 10 the top of eight lowers 





using the spiral ot platorms, М and 
ledges that form the route. fs a highly 
original game game that strikes a fne 
balance between frustration and addi 
on added ю which is the rotary scroll 
thus making it а good-looking. playable 
wanner ot a game 


PITSTOP 2 

EpyVUS Gold @ Available only on Epy 
Epics compilation @ C64 t995cs 
£14 95% @ IBM PC 29.956 (n com 
lation with Winter Games and Summer 


Thnling racing game where the sctven is 
ари ino two and you can race the com- 
puter or а fend. Lots of different Grand. 
Pr стои, tyre blow-out and of course 
the albmportant pistons guarantee 10 
give you hand cramp and your bran a 


POWERPLAY 

Arcana Amstrad CB 95cs Стаб Ө 
fM95 ө Amiga 
£19 95ck Ф Atari ST £19 950k 


I! you want tory out your general know 
'edge, we reckon you'd be better off with 
thes orginal and challenging combination 
ol strategy game and quiz than withthe 
admttedly monster-seting Тома! Pusu 
Graphically very pretty in its sting on 
Mount Olympus, home ofthe Gods. 





Thalamus | C64 £9 99cs £14.990% 


in this impressively challenging game 
you must steer à metalic bal trough өп 
бегеп! screens of mazes, bonuses and 
‘obstacles, ай within a sot ime Мт. This 
simple game concept hi 

‘added gameplay features which mako i 
particularly pleasing: you can carry over 
unused te to the next screen, во take 
оп easy screens trst and shore up репу 
f ime lo tackle the more fiendish опен 
and you can tackle the different screens, 
ог planes! in any order you wish. Exon 
lent graphics and the play is му 





RED L.E.D 

Staright ө C64 to99cs C290. @ 
Amstrad C9 99сз 14.99&k @ Spectrum 
Tremensona! Marble madness 
Clones take on а new twist as Red LED. 
offers the player a choice of three droids 
!o cope with the various terrains found 
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CASTLE HOUSE 


11 NEWCASTLE STREET 


BURSLEM 


STOKE-ON-TRENT 
TEL: 0782 575043 
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M te Amare or phere ow ST Uter or phone cur tarine for - 
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ANY GAME NOT RELEASED WILL BE SENT ON DAY OF RELEASE 


BEST SERVICE, BEST PRICES 
PHONE US NOW. WE WON'T BE BEATEN 


Р.Р. Free on order over £5. Under £5 add 50р. Overseas £1 per game 


pone) 
=] 
ж 
тч 
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Tenge of A Tra) 
Tig Too Wrong 
тон 

Tye hues — 
poe 
Perrin Da 















































Check our special 
deals on 1040's 


TURTLESOFT est 


! ! ! H TURTLE PRICES ARE THE ONES TO JUDGE THE COMPETITION BY !!!1!! 
11 HTWE ARE SURE YOU WON'T FIND LOWER PRICES AND FREE DELIVERY !! 11! 
!!1!! FIRST CLASS SERVICE AT FIRST CLASS PRICES ! ! ! ! | 






س ل 
OST FM KeyooardAlousw/5 meg GIS 125 Mono молло __ 449.95‏ 
EOST-FM KeytoardMovee 5 meq drive/SC 1224 Colour Monitor. 69 90‏ 
YMOST-F Көүоовглумо,же/Золннме only. — — A96 96‏ 
T- Keyboard Mouse/' Meg rte ONS Mentor — — 50996.‏ 10408 
T408T-T Keyboard Mouser! Mag d've/SC 1234 Colour Monitor 699.90‏ 
MEGA ST 2 Meg RamMousaMono Montor- RS‏ 


MEGA 
L1] 
















Pra Clinta3 Colour Monter + ST lad — — — 


Ras Cusen Сам муан ST эе — 
[o entm ca de d 


Ata Hh Аеш Mono Monitor 


















Panasonic KXP-1081 Printer, Epson comp МСО. 120CPS.8T lead 2789 17480 = 
P165 Prier, Epson compatbie. NLO. Y6SCPS+ST ad 262.285 10099 
MP138 Por, Epson compatble. NLO. 13SCPS+ST ead IMSS 15009 
MP200 80 Col Primier, 200CPS. Epson сорай» NLO4OCPS M385 294-99 
MP20! 136 Col Printer, 200CPS, Epson compatible NLO 40CPS 4016 12895  CobuMoncchrome Swich (Alowa 2 Monitors Connected). 2599 
Мрав 80 Col Printer, paoncomparis NLO. 400CPS«ST ead ам 23095 5500357 Dace (10) + Lbrary Case (10) - LOW LOW PRICE. nes 
Мрав 132 Column Daiaywhee! Printer, 26СРЗ. OumaDubio Si 29896 24006 OSDO 15 Discs (10) Шу Case (10) - LOW LOW PRICE - — 2296 mas 
MP40 158 Colum Daisywhes Printer, 40CPS. OumsDuublo Sd 435.85 34995 Tap Quaity Branded 3.5 0500 Discs (10) LOW LOW PRICE ~ 2795 77 


Nar Lazer Printer (NEW). 119895 





т Seto 
Fetes Fortunes (B Cough) 






A» 


All prices include VAT at 15% and delivery anywhere on the UK Mainland 
How to order — Post: send cheque, P.O. or Visa/Access details to the address below. 
Phone: call 0476 60488 24 hour service with your Visa/Access details. 
TURTLESOFT Dept. ACE, 35 Brook Street Courtyard, Grantham, Lincs, МСЗІ éRY 
‘Subject to availability, all items are despatched within 24hrs. E&OE 
Cheque orders require 7 days clearance. 
Just because you don't see it — doesn't mean we haven't got it.— phone for more details 
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within the game. Using the peculiar ia 
ents of each dro is essential f you hope 
1o complete this hugely addcive game 


SCRABBLE 

Leisure Genius @ Spectrum £995cs Ө 
O64 0129505 £1495ck Ф Amstrad 
£9,95cs £14 95k Ө IBM PC £24 95k 


o 


The hugely popular word game галыш. 
«і very successtuly on to the micro. 
Fast, excellent display, and a surprisingly 
large vocabulary (even if it does include 
some strange-ooking words on occa- 
sions) Wil give even strong humans a 
tough game at the higher loves. 


SENTINEL 

Firebird ө Spectrum £9.95cs Ө СЫ 
£99505 £14954 @ Amstrad £99505 
£14 95ck @ Atari ST £19 950k 

Bizarre and compeling strategy game 
Played over the chequered surface of а 
Planet dominated by the Sentinel. Funda 
mentally you have о absorb energy while 
trying o sop the Sentne! trom absorbing 
yours. A clear bran and tast tigger finger 
are both necessary in this very orignal 
and large — 10,000 possible landscapes 
= game. 


SKULLDIGGERY 
Nexus @ Atari ST £1995 
Bouderdash cione that completely out 











does the ongnal on this paricuar 
machine. Again (see  Bouderdash 
above) youre digging for damonds in 
‘caverns over 100 diferent screens - with 
à bme it foreach screen. Stulksggery 
scores on playatilly (easier screens 10 
begin with and a choice of stating point) 
and тч enertaneng two player орвол 


SPINDIZZY 

Electric Dreams @ Spectrum £9 99cs Ө 
См f99Xs C14 990k Ө Ansrad 
£99905 £14 90k 

Tremendous stt. steer your spinning 
lop over tough obstacles and collect jw 
ls, against a fiendish time imi The 
game landscape в а vast system of cat 
wake, ramps, towers, and патроле 
surrounded by lethal drops ~ and NO. 
‘safety rails. There are fior swichos 1o 
activate И and bridge gaps, bul парра 
them in the right order can be harder 
than it locks. A few bad guys and a lot ot 
Tice touches, but the exploraton's the 
"eg 


SPORE 
Bulldog Ө C84 £1995 Ө Amsad | 
£1 99cs @ Spectrum 99cs 

The winning combwaton ol strategy 
frenzied biasing and great graphics 
mane Spore а worthy lul price release 
what a bargain then to be able to pick 
up or £1.93) 





STARGLIDER 

Rarbrd @ Spectrum £14 95cs £19 950k 
Ф CA £1495cs £17 95k @ Amstrad 
£14 95cs £19 950k @ Atari ST £24 95k 
© Amiga £24 950k Ө IBM PC £19.95% 
Зірка is а shoot-em-up cum strategy 
game boasting vector graphics at heir 
very best. The screen is essentally your 
тен from the cock, your objective i to 
destroy the 'stargider, flagship of the 
Epron fortes who have invaded your 
homeland Novena. Standard issue sce 
nano. bul an outstanding game 


























ACE READER OFFERS ! 
i Please rush me the following items from the ACE Reader Offer | 
| pages (pp85-87). I 
| _ Order code Tte 29 Sj к= | 
І 1 
i يسل‎ lal o E 
12 1 
Ц 1 
12 | П 
Ц 1 
[e 1 £ ! 
| Ц 
П - ! 
І Total Software Order БА 
I Ц 
1 кү Sis form to: SUBSCRIPTION ORDERS Ц 
1 MM OMM. ! 
FREEPOST (854000) 
ا‎ ЕП 
£17.95, Ths otis you to a FREE Ovickshat Turbo 
Somerset ТАТ! 7BR 
1 No stamp required n | tick (RRP £14.95). 1 
1 posted тте UK Subscrbers total payable LI 
| Channa islands or тутана 1 
Isle of Man 
[i 
a I 
TN 
و‎ 
Ц 
1 
| Phone (if poss) Computer 1 
1 Jc 2d а ccnl 
Method of payment -'ACCESS-CVISA-COHEQUE-CPO. | 
1 L 
1 Cred. card по. Exp.date 1 
1 Please make out cheques and postal orders to Future Publishing Lid. H 


1 This form is valid until March 31st, 1988 


L mm 


et 


r--------- 


‘ACE READER OFFERS 


| Please rush me the following items from the ACE Reader Offer 
1 pages (рр85-87). 
Order code | 





Tite 


б 








Total Software Order 259 


i Send this form to 

1 ACE Reader Offers 

q FREEPOST (834000) 
‘SOMERTON 

I Somerset TA11 78R. 

1 No stamp required it 
posted in the UK, 

J| Channel islands or 

isle of Man. 


1 Name 


p 


1 

І 

І 

1 

I 

Ц 

1 

Ц 

Ц 

! 

Ц 

! 
SUBSCRIPTION ORDERS l 
Tick here for a 12 issug subscription to АСЕ costing |} 
£1798. Mis ens you oa FREE мења Tubo | 
joystick (RRP £14 95] І 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

І 

1 

1 

1 

Ц 

1 

І 





‘Subscriber's total payable в 


fork £1795), 





Ц 
į Address 


I 
1 
I Phone (if poss) 








Computer 





ACCESS + © VISA «1 CHEQUE + 


Exp.date 


1 

1 Method of payment РО. 

| Cred. card no. 

| Please make out cheques and postal orders to Future Publishing Lid. 
This form is valid until March 31st, 1988 


ل س س س ت س ت س ت س س س ت ت ت ا 
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on throughout 
an be complex so pracios is recom- | sequel which are both incredibly smooth 
and well pul together. The allentn to 
etal is impeccable as you sel off on 
hair-raising missions as а space cadet. In 


| SUPER SPRINT Academy you get lo design your own 


| SUMMER GAMES playin sd sje d f oig sol ot your эмее | Р smdatahontemup and ie 
Fons Gold @ C64 £9.95 cs HAS | "те Gamas and is recat s 
© МЫ XE £14.95ck SunmerGamas | Summer Games 2 One t six players | mended 


only) € IBM PC £29 95 
spnrgboard капо, ciay pgeon sho 
Epyx sporting simulations are of high | swimming, pole vault - and others - wi 








space skimmer стай as wel. 


























Ата 0 pas Specum 00а Ө 
| Ore f he tete canon сопел | Бо Ө perum 01908 © CH 
pry алй. £1.99cs @ Amstrad £1.99cs. 








ers all competing at once 
tuned car 1o complete some ot the mon 
| лоо crois fat appear late inthe 


game 





Originally released by Arciaso at tul 
price, bul now available or a fraction of 
mat from Firebird. I's а horribly addictive 
game played on a 6x6 grid - ether one. 
or two player = in which you attempt 1o 
connect four counters, horizontally, vert 
TAU CETI айу or dagonaly, A compeling puzzle 
/ACADEMY wich псорот many ditioni 
6 Spectrum £9 95cs © O64 £9 95cs 
£14 95k 0 Amstrad £9 950s C14 955 
0 Alan ST C19 95® @ Amiga £18 95% 

















THRUST 
Firebird @ Spectrum £19905 Ө C64 
£1 99cs @ Amstrad £1.99cs 
Tentfyngly sensitve control and a large 
helping о! realite physics make тв bud 
| get ме an absolute must. Flying down 
through the caverns of an enemy held 
planet, you have to pick up tuel and 
destroy hostile gun turrets wihout crash 
ing into the funnel walls. Tough enough 
эв it is, but then you've got to make the 
return journey with a heavy load slung 
under your стай. Very mean, very adde 














STORT SOFT 


MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS 


Special pur ied & Guaranteed Bankru 
pes probare re ergs tne t — 
: 25 55/0 135 TPIMFIDD) & 80 or 60/90 locking disc box 
£29 9 5 60 55/00 135 TPI(MFIDD) & 80 or 60/90 locking disc box 
E [25 05/00 135 ТРИМЕ200) 8 80 or 60/90 locking disc box 
50 05/00 135 TPIMFZDD) & 80 or 60/90 locking disc box 




















Inc Sleeves, Labels, Write protect 
Limited offer while supplies last odd » asd 5 = he 

ALL DISCS CARRY A NO QUIBBLE REPLACEMENT GUARANTEE, ARE 08 28) S2 ma шш ma fa fis 

CERTIFIED 100% ERROR FREE AND COME WITH LABELS, 54” ALSO HAVE 

SLEEVES AND WRITE PROTECTS. FLIP SIDED DISCS HAVE TWO INDEX ШЕГШ E 


HOLES AND TWO NOTCHES. EET D 
SPECIAL OFFER Т 


LO 








EE 




















18 CROWN CLOSE, SHEERING, BISHOP'S STORTFORD, HERTS CM22 7NX 


108 Advanced Computer Entertainment 








Amstrad £995cs £14 956 Ө Ata ST 
£24 950k 


One of he atime great fight simulators, 
Tomahawk also has a strong combat 
«9де toit Flying a US Army Apache пей. 
copter is а complex business, and the 
game's realsic controls make по con 
cessions for leamer plots. Choose one of 
the ree combat missions and you can 
fly oul lo айа ground targets, while 
вери a weather eye open for enemy 
aircraft. Landscape, buildings and veh 
дез are ай drawn in crisp vector graph 
ios, 


THUNDERCATS 

Ee ө C64 £9 95ce £14.95 Ө Spec 
mum f795cs 6 Аткай £895cs 
ft4 95k 

The game based on We hà TV 
sefescomicplastic toy. Ws a side-on 
View scroller that just oozes gameplay. 
Each of the game's 14 levels в а straight 
line dash from start to finish with a mul 
lude of obstacles to avoid along the way. 
Graphically impressive and compulsely 
playable too. 


TOMAHAWK 
Digital Integration @ Spectrum £9 96:2 Ө 








d ПОШЕШЕШ & 


jockley, London S.E.4 ZRA DEALER 
6910207 


large range of Amiga, Sega hardware and software 


Atari 10405ТЁ -.. 
520STM inc. mouse, IMb drive, Ist word 
5205ТЕМ inc. mouse .5 meg drive 

Amiga 500 including Defender of Crown, 
Starglider and delux paint 

Sega game consul 

Sony MD2 05/007 


ENTERTAINMENT 
Star Trek ST £1895 
Enduro Racer ... п ST 41495 
Quantum Paine ST 61795 
UMS ST £295 
Barbarian = STIAMIGA £2245 








Surglider. STIAMIGA £2245 
STIAMIGA £2245 
SEGA {2370 
SEGA £18.95 
SEGA £18.95 
E ST £1495 
STIAMIGA £2445 
SEGA (3370 


Terrorpods 
Space Harrier 

hoplifer 
The Ninja 
Rampage 
Test Drive 
Out Run. 


UMS 

Язгы Ө Ata ST £24 95ch Ө IBM PC 
£2495 Ф Maciniosh £3495 @ 
Ата £2495 

Rainbirfs Universal Miltary Simulator is 
designed o simuiale a confict between 
wo forces on a user-definable terrain 
"nat can be vewed in three mensions 
тот any one of eight rections. The pro- 
ram heralás a new era in 16-bit comput 
ө wargaming. The ST version is avai- 
abo тов wih Ihe other versions follow 
v shorty 


Hewson @ Spectrum CB95cs @ C54 
оббо £1295 Ө BAC 0905-2 
£1495% 


The piece de resistance o! scroling 





PINK PAGES™ 


‘shoot om-ups: blast the dreadnought and 
‘attacking ships while dodging around any 
large structures. Great metalic-looking 
Greadnoughis and the smoothest 
scroling you ever see put this head and 
shoulders above the opposition. A game 
not 10 be missed, especialy now that 
(GBA versions come packaged with the 
‘excellent Paradrod. 


VULCAN 

CCS8 Spectrum t$95cs Ө Amid 
19956 

A^ elegant, simple and ingenious 
wargame, Vulcan covers the Tunisian 
campaign of 1942-43. A huge playing 
ama and air attack phase make tho 
game an improvement over the samo 
author's earlier works Amhem and 
Desert Rats. Vulcan is tast, өйө and. 
simple 1o play. and no selirespecing 
wargamer should be without it 





WIZBALL 

Ocean € Spectumt7 95cs @ Amstrad 
{895св Fl295dk @ Сы 898 
£14 95 

A compeling and original ball game in 
Which you become the wizbal and 
апер lo conquer the colour creatures 
who are out 1o eliminate the spectrum 
and render the landscape grey and drab. 
Controling the wizball is great fun and 
makes this one of the most playable 








SUNARO 


ATARIST 
500cc Grand Prix 1595 
Backlash 1595 
Bubble Bobble 1595 
Crazy Cars 1595 
Eco ет ЛҮ" 
Enduro Racer ee 1195 
F-IS Strike Eagle —— 19.95 
Football Manager 1195 
Formula One Grand Prix = 1595 
Hunt for Red October. 19.95 
prxter 1995 
Leisure Suit Larry 1595 
Leviathan 1135 
Moebius 1995 
Quantum Paint Box... 1595 
Rampage 1195 
Space Quest i 19.95 
Sar Trek 1595 
Sar Wars 1595 
Super Sprint 1195 
Tanglewood 1595 
Tonic Tile. — 15.95 


AMIGA 
Ања 

Amiga Karate 

Bards Tale 

Barbarian 

Calfornia Games 

Dark Castle 

Defender of the Crown 
Deja Vu 

Flight Simulator il 
Goldrunner 

Guild of Thieves 

Impact 

Jexter 

Knight Orc 

Ogre 

Plutos 

Silent Service 

Sinbad: Throne of Falcon 
Space Quest 

Star Glider 

Swooper 

Terrorpods 


Western Games 1595 
Winter Olympiad 88 1595 
Wiaball 1595 


Western Games 
Winter Olympiad 88 
World Games. 


All latest Atari, Amiga, Sega software in stock 
Please note we can not list all software as we are currently carrying over 
1000 titles on the Acari range of computers 
All prices inclusive of VAT 
Access and Visa welcome 
Callers welcome Mon — Sat 10.30am - 8.00pm 
Sun 11.00am — 3.00pm, 
be answer service 
Call in and chat over a cup of coffee 


NEW TITLES AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY ON RELEASE 
Cheque/PO ro: 
SUNARO SOFTWARE (ACE) 
РО Box 78, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK10 3PF 
Telephone (0625) 25228 : Microlink MAG 96023 


сш 


E 
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дате lo ave appeared tor a long Ime 


XOR 

logovon € Spectrum t795cs Ө 
‘Amstrad t995cs £14950 @ ВВС 
9 Sce £12 95 

Extremely incky maze game involving ће 
player controling two shields, and cot 
lecing masks through 15 mazes, which 
increase in complenty as you progress 
Also in later stages, fish and chickens be 
in жал, often blocking the masks and just 
wating lo fall on you and bring your 
Quest to a premature end. Later stil, he 


20105 

Martech @ Spectrum £795cs Ө C64 
£89505 E14 95k @ Amstrad £89508 
£14950 

The game of the toy, an icon-diven 
arcade adventure, in which you tuse your 
mind with a 204, then stomp around the 
тоф in search of the pieces of the 
mighty Zodzila. Tactics are needed it 
youre to survie long enough lo come 
near to completing ths maling game. 1t 
lakes a while to get ino, but it becomes. 
во engrossing that is well worth perse 
vena 





fish and chickens are the least of your | ZARCH sold three deneneional shoot-em-up wih 

Worries as bombs, transporters and dolls such graphic perfecon and Wmelesshy 
Superior Software Ө Archimedes 

rop up lo conspire against you. Smooth | сүрөдө, maine addictive gameplay thal it became an 











seroling, simple graphics, this one | 193500 Ата, instant classic. Zarch could do for the 
requires planning to complete successtu- Archimedes what the juggler did for he 
v. ACES highestrated game to date. A | Amiga 






















































. 
[Dr d m 01-685 “| J. C.S. 
E # Atari 520 STFM — £299 
Including starter pack 
зг Atari Entry Label PC — £499 
Including mono monitor 
з Amiga A500 — £449 
ATARIST AMIGA ремин) 
Test Drive 1995 king of Cheago 1995 Sega Master Systems - £94.95 
UMS 1895 Garason 19.95 ALLHARWARE AND SOFTWARE AVAILABLE 
duro Racer 1095 Bard's Tale 1955 NOW! 
Rampage 1095 Backlash = 1495 MAIL ORDER OFFER 
ушы 1495 Crazy Cars 1795 4 Graham Street, Aindzie, 
Eco 1495 Dep-Vu Т 1995 viret 
Bubble Bobble 1495 Goldrunner 1595 South 
Star Trek 1495 Defender of the Crown 19.95 Telephone: (0236) 69874 
Star Wars 1495 Test Drive 19.95 
Deja Vu 1995 Dark Caste 1995 
Defender of the Crown... 1995 Jmxter 1995 == 
Spy vSpy 1550 Рим Simulator 3495 
prd пэ Сени 095 ||| HOMESOFT 
Jnxter 18.95 Kings Quest Pack 1995 SOFTHBHRE & HARDWARE 
Terror Pods 1895 Delux Music 5495 
Marble Madness 1995 Marble Madness 1595 
pria 1095 nervous 1895 en MEDIA SALE 
Carrier Command 1595 Western Games 1695 0`195 ¢ 
Тема Pursuit 1595 Barbarian мэз 5645 ы Ма БОЗ 18 
Space Quest Il 19.95 Faery Tale 3295 Je 
DS^DD 48+рі DI £4.50 per 10 
PLEASE MAKE ALL CHEQUES M D DO Эбёрі DISKS £5.05 per 10 
PAYABLE TO TIMESOFT sse я ов 
Jy 1F YOU DO NOT SEE WHAT YOU REQUIRE PLEASE ES PLEASE ADD Sop P&P FOR EACH ORDER 
PHONE FOR A LOW PRICE PAYABLE TO: HOMESOFTCUK>, Р.0. БОХ 49 











PHONE FOR LOW PRICES ON AMIGA A500 LEYLAND, PRESTON, LANCS, PRS-1DG. 
TELEPHONE: 6772 — 452414 
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ACE READERS' PAGES 


The space which YOU fill 


‘Small ads, club announcements, event details, pen pals, offers of help - all these and more are on offer 


here. A unique way of contacting tens of thousands of like-minded computer users, 


We're particularly keen to receive entries to the Helpline offering assistance on particular games 
you may have solved - adventures or others. Or offering technical expertise on aspects of particular 


machines. 
Why not make your contribution? 
тю. төи сооло ron Stn 
FOR SALE fn. 

б овсвь сисола вонад 0» | о онаш A 
К-И 
— £50 Te ay 287701, some 
f Magazine Back Numbers mary win | ® 128K Spectrum, sii bonad and in very 
s ae tenerum | етеги 
eat | Kawa cont nando wo Secr a 


32 soe Ол EG Moody, | Ce music Keyboard (aî manuais and eade. 
19.Crosegat Lane, Pekarng, Nort Voms, | molded) £70 worm of magazines and. 





Ка ‘Docks, C450 wor of sofware cud 
Siargier and GAC. Wil accept £250 fr the 
ө Printer — MP 200 Ora @ 200 CPS, lot (ono) Tet: Thes (0845) 577320 anytme, 
NLO @ 40 CPS. (Bator version of popular 
MP 165.) Has excalont NLO charactors. (© See Master System stow anity 
Tractor & Frcton Feed. Very Fast! Epson e aA Ui OP 
‘compatible. Less € han MP 165 - £210} M og vod 
Fuar дими, Te Оп 206-4858 (evenings) | ono valet weekdays 


Issues of Amstrad Action 16-26, 
бшер тели Vaa meta, | Amevaa PCat avoar moriar 
‘erie (6-16 OIVO س ا | ا ا س‎ рег 
Su Phone ann (327) 409942 Mr Em. иаа worth E100. Sar E280 ona. 


ө Commodore 64, C2N tape recorder, over | hens пом Farnworth (0204) 72100 or 





45 games including Boulkdardash М, Feri, | 72448 
we St, Sanson, Mic Rhythm А Star 
جس ی سا سکس ما‎ ө Commodore pokes e Ore oco 


m eig contains 70 potes £130. One booket 
acido boned. | contains 130 potes £2.25. Send cheques. 
ө CBM128. ре dock. ogseksrias D/O, | Postai orders, wrapped coins о: Andrew 
perterriti پس‎ Locker, 29 Broom Crescent. Rotam. S 
Pw. WP £120. £200 orga аро games | Yorks, 580255, 


| THE ACE HELPLINE 


Here's a reat way o receiving ree advice от puble-spirted readers. Tha monen єз 
‘matted 1o adventure games, but wel bo expanding t 1o rude ofer knas of өр. 
you make uta ol his sence please respec me Heipin code. 
“wring бөр. encase a stamped, өй addressed envelope 
= Do rot make prone сме at але зоса hours. 


+ Bureaucracy, Knight Orc Guid of Teves, Pawn, Leather Godtestes of Phobos. 
Магон, Zark 1, Red moon, Return to Eden. Snawoal. Worm л Paradis, Pros of 
Magic Lord of тө Rings, Kings Quest IL Hawk, Spiderman, Dungeon Adventus. 
Colossal Adventures, Adventure Quest, Macbeth 8 Iv. Fourth Protocol I, I а Ш Jew. 
Hofywood Jina, ity, Moonmst Cuthveas, Zor Ik I Gnome Ranger (Рал. 
ROB Marshal, 3 Mereside Avenue, Congleton, Cheshire, CWI? AZ. 








+! have complete ne оком: The Pawn, Te Валь Tale, ima У, Phantase L 

Dracua. Naver Ending Story, Zork И, Wahbrrger, Enchant. Borrowed Time, Kabah 

‘Naru Heavy on the Mages, Legacy, The Price of Mage. Caw of Despar. Wards 8 
“The Prreoss. 


Derek Wong, 42 Ingram Road, Thornton Heath, Surrey. CA4 BEB. 
„t Wanonnger, Labyrinth, The Het. The Huh, брйеттал, Seabuse Deta, Кобу 
Nan. 

Ann Gray, 9 Атена Close, Birchwood, Lneoin, Lines. LNS OY. 


»Enchanter, Sorcerer, Speltreaker Leather Gagáesses of Potes, Indi Zo |, IL I. 
Tha Pawn, Kingdom o Har, Atarshook, Adventure Quest, Angelus a Gral Encounter. 
Aoi Blackwood Triogy, Tha Big Sleaze, Back Fountan. Bugay, Caste Васка. 
Casta ol Suul Lori, Cursed be he Cty, Dracula, Dungeons Aretes Aerts n 
‘Every Escape от Кловта, Espionage land Fantasia Darmond. Forest at Word 
End, Gremiins Haunt House, Hermtage, Heros ol Kar. The Hollow Тек and Grape. 
Hunchback, imagination, Jewels of Bayon, Kobyash Naru. Lem Loris of Time, 
‘Mansion. Message rom Arcromeda. Mindshadow, Monsters cf Mura. Moders Quest 
Mountains of Ket. Never Ending Story. Nova, Nyyhel, Pareto Death, Rebel planet, 
Ноев Revenge, Rabin of Sherwood, Robocide, Sestas Deta. Sharpes Desc, Shp ot 
‘Doom, Soult of Darhon, Sovak, Subsunk. Thessusm, Tap Secret Very Bg Cave 
 Adventze. Малог Winter Wordararc, Wizard ot AYE. 





Graham Wheeler, 2 Burtord Close, Southdown, Bath, Avon, BA2 1F. 
ты: 0225 26019. 


The Pawn. Sorcerer, Planeta Leather Goddesses of Photos. 
САН Bass, 21 Third Close, E Molesey, Surrey, KTS PW. 











Colour 464 » 001 dac dive + ight pen « 
Arnór + AMX Mouse + Joyos + Speech 
Syihesze + Doubler copier + Muttace + 
marais « magazines + £400 games 

una Блазе Tm ater 630 рт [Der 
850425 — £740.00 ono. 





ө самы. 1541, ak tre, tapa. руза. 
(оз ol sofware and Баль без. 

Worm £11004, Sel lor C380 ono. Te (0491) 
239562 4.9 weekdays. Ask for Howard 


ө Amstrad CPC 464 — colour montor 
өзөт conson and readies (C1000: o 
games, a рун. Mutace I. £280 ono. Tel 
(6204) 72100 or 72437. 


Amstrad 6128, colour mont, diac 
лме суз. 100s games and uites, 
Magazines, band new, under агата, 
£450 оло he iot! or swap tor Amiga. Tet 
Мэл. Watwricovie 266541 ater Som. 


ө WS2000 modem. 300300 and 120075 
тє. RS232 leat Absolutely perfect. Cost 
125 Оез? ing John on 07914 2963 aher 
spn Sussex. 


Spectrum 4512842 compuse. 3 
monts о Ex cond cw ch 125» joystick and 
£200 wot of sofware. Total value £340. 
Accept 220 ono. (Top quay games) Tet 
0673713 15 genuine sae. 


Commodore Compunet modem эсе 
conton. Wor £75. Wil accept £50 frt 
‘Prone (0473802494, ak or Vk. Ws 14- 
16 Ranelagh Raoa, рене, балок IP2 OMA, 


€ Commodore 64, CBM tape recorder. 
mo joystcs, E500» of games, al orgnais 
же Nemes. Сайота Games, Roadrunner, 
Super Sort, Re oounder ei, magazines. 
Good condison. £235 оло. Great bargain. 
Hury. поле 01-891 2037. 


Amstrad Ок wonics треп. 
Manual ага ape orginal packaging i t 
жолчу order Any ofer phone 0302 
(Dorcast) 721997. 


(© Amstrad СРСМА win geven mont. 
тоду. рузи. diuk drive, bui in age 
еэ ard ри ot games ard serous 
sonar. Wor? £800 any oars? WA ари! 
‘ecmssary. Prone 01-254 3087. 


© COM 64, 1570 би озн бакса 
Оли prese, cassene, Neos mouse, Expat 
corrige. 01003 worm ol gamer. Gunehe. 
Chuck Yeager, Kennedy Approach, Easy 
болу, юз more » Zraps » С. Users. Worm 
о. Accept E350 oro. John 061 448- 
[3 


1701 monitor £190 MPS 80: pert 
£196. Modem £98, Loads of sofware pus 
Kosia Pad Зетот sBase. 3 COM 64 98: 
E750 о Wi spit. Prone 0527 27905 ask or 
DA 


© BEC B chóng DF S. cho. куна. 
ierace, a вах, 400K Cumana double 
dec эче. over £100 worh o games, word 
processing dcs. Tet Jason on 0446 735065, 
ТА 


€ Commodore Б асове pua os 
ove, C2N диззее. Exper and Freeze 
Machine backup cange. Curah speech 








PINK PAGES" 


curae, они £200 e sofwam, magazines 
‘Shop value 8690. Se tor £350oro. Te 0799 
[r^ 


€ Ом datasets, yate, over £400 of 
ongnais, over 120 games: Ол un, Ошен 
' Crown, 72 ast Меј, Төн Ove, Ks, 
Combat School, Сайота Games. £180 ого. 
Tei (0234) 42796, 


® BBCB in өсөнт cordon. А! ads plus 
2 Jayson, E250 ol tap games. Al worn. 
570. А bargan at oniy £150 оло. Tet: 01:733 
S637 aher om 


ө Amstrad 6128 sill boxed andin 
понет! condition win tape recorder ала 
pamos Two years warranty. Free delvery 
250. Tek Sam on (0525) 378774. 


ө Hitman and Ascot — 20р Spacrum 
games, опу £1.90. Order betore Apri fr a 
"ree game! Cheque or cath to Alan Starch, 5 
Watson Cose, Bury St Eómunds, Suto IP33 
206. 


® Final Cartridge V for CBMSA £25. Fippy 
Зла dek. wo notches 10 for £9. Tet 0905 
353413 aher 6pm. 


® Самен program listings Many good 
‘quay mic programs. Send SAE tor details to 
Mr JG Homer, 151 Poveri Crescent, Sawioy, 
Long Eaton, Nons. NG10 30W. 


ө Spectrum ior sale or swap. Lots ol 
games Tet 01 578 1643. 


Two C64 Dataseties available £15 each 
anc one Commodore joystick at £5. Phone 
01 өзә 5012. Dorian Olver,” SI Georges 
Parade, London SEG 4DT. 


Commodore 64 corper wi Dataset, 
games. joystick, magazinon. For олу £420. In 
prec conditor and everything boned. 
Sifor Clays Grayn. Esser. Ponte phone. 
(0375 376222 у more dota 


(© Atari S20STFM, Joystick and software. 
Excelent condton, ony 3 months oid. FA 

packaging, талый. mouse өк. Wil el tor 
£200. Prone 061 728 2638 and ask tor Paul” 


ө Amstrad Dot Matrix graphic printer. 
hardy ute, as пен, Ofer pioase. Та! 
0325) 317671 (Newton Arie, County 
Durham) 


ө ак Spectrum (sigh repair nosci and 
м васл өс. Included) a data ауе 
‘wap ку lghtpen and ieraca or anything 
зе Parc эла postage wil be paio I 
necessary Мите or telephone. Connor 
Keown. Writes, Balinamatard, Co 
Fermanagh N land 8174 NYC. To: 
Balramatari 206. 


ө Sinclair Spectrum 48K Includes tape 
seconde. узу. mertace magazines эла 
sofware. Тош value over £500. Sel tor £280, 
Tei (0224) 861452 Mon 1o Fri aor арт. Ask 
Ken 


® BBC B оз 120, DFS 0.90, AMX Mouse, 
‘Super Rom V3.3, Super An. Votmace Data 
Эв en руз. BBC disc rv, sohware 
worm £400», tape recorder В leads, mags & 
manuais. E800 oro Tei Pau (aher Spm) 
5845 63363, 














F'eiNK PAGES 


(© Spectrum Plus 2. 2 рузо, pir win 
aper, over £200 won ol sofware. WI set 
for £220 ono. Very good condison. Тө, 

ohvaihan Bray 01-946 7507 aer & 150m. 


ө PBM Soccer. Anyone intrested n 
playing PEM Soccer? Iso man 
Cramponsnip Soccer s ne game fr you 
Pres ку each match ranges rom 10p 1o 75g. 
Serd Pa adven o ha prcn member 
Compete in League, Cups and Europe Prize 
‘money 1o winners For lul aeais send an. 
SAE to PBM Socom, 65 Miton Зе. 
Monat. Dundee, 005 4OF. Scotanc. 


ө CBM 64, 2 cotasetes, руз. over £250 
Ol gamos, over 36 issues of Zzap 84 al 
bored ard ın top corditon Worh over C600. 
sel for £280 ono. Tol 01-445 2754. 


ө Spectrum ABK, Ола Turbo + 
nraco prive, over 500 games worn over 
£1,000, Sel те ot or £400 or wes Tet 
Derren Thompson. 0350 30159 эле a 30pm 
any oy 


€ Spectrum 48K Microvitec colour 
monitor as now £155 Computer change. 
forces salo. Tony Saures, 63 Carton Road, 
"Boston, Lance. PE21 ВРА Тө 0205 68282. 


ө Sega Console. Noariy new юз o 
games сиў) Space Harner. Out Run, 
Wonderboy. Wor over E300. Wi sel tor 
(220 Phone aer apm on 021 427 6323. 


€ сам 64, catseto, pysia magazines. 
50% latest sofware incuding 720", Out Run. 
Pranas, Dlencer Crown Calloria Games 
жс. Worth E550. sl у £250. Wi swap for 
Han 52205ТЕМ Te Jonn (0823) 352388. 


Public health 
warning 





ө Сы anc савзете artaco pus ortas. 
oh new anc о sofware. Wi sal ‘or oniy 
£100 ono. Phone OT 95а 8789 aher Som. 


© SX зиз recorder. 2 pysteks nur 
Euroman. many games ining Yie Ar Kung. 
Fu апа Hyperspors li manuais, pus Aan 
2600 console эла games Аз fr (85 Prone 
Waren 0455 45380. 


ө Atari 1029 printer + 2 sparo пороте + 
Atari Wier plus £90 Aa 1050 dak v + 
запив пема баг. Me Олсо N. 
Tomahaws, Siar Padus 2 itomutoral 
Калне өк. E90 Te 0776 25700. 


ө мәл STFM 2 joysticks, F Basic. 100 
Js. oos, РО disks, over £400 ol games, 
capers. caring ut Worm over £1000, мй 
tor Cao оло Prone 0252 806718 Leave 
phone numer Excaten condition Surrey 


ө New games! Tos tran, Crazy 
(Chart, Paraso Powers and Garden ЕВ 00 
each or 10 for то Fest 10 ди free game. 
‘Sand cheque PO 1o Mersoysc, 23 Tent 
Rad. Нал, Merseyside L35 9LF 


ө ZX Spectrum + complete win 2 
Joysticks, trace, 3 joysticks, recor & 
‘manuals and 130 games, Price £180. For 
details phone 01517 3480 any ле aer 
1200 


ө сөм 64 and С2 tape recorder. Very 
good condition plus £300 of orginal sowie. 
эп books. Tre lot £200 опо Prone 0823 
270086. 


ө Amstrad CPC 464 colour mont, diac 
‘ive, ots ol sofware joysticks and frm ware 
‘worth over £860. Sell £300. Tal Yaon 
1534007 ator om. 


ө Spectrum 43 mutiace 3. руз data 
recorder ony 3 тоха o, over 0n games. 
n tape ana б. assorted magazines 
Bargain £275 ro. phone Paul 021-451-2201 
(ater sem 














© BBC в 051.2 90 games, mags, books, 
‘aust cover, worse rom. a ead, cassan 
recorder. рузх, erace, ood солото. 
Эм for £380 ола Tet (491) 39562. 


© сал Sound Expander Keyboard. 
cassano dock. 2 рүнө. wo over 100 
‘games icucng an Edior and Composer for 
Expander worn £400, sel tor (X00 Contact 
Ma 236 Darwen Road, Bromiey Cross. 
Boron BU 840, 


© Amstrad CPC 464, grvan montor. TV 
тоду. чуч pen, stereo speakers, 
sofware mags, wort €500», te E150 
Phone Gat 308 8252 (Екеу. 


ө Commodore &4 3 C2N*. 2 рука. 
оми £700 scare, mags (nc every 
rug) төн sich, bach up board + more. 
Good кочанот Te Jana, 081 7480675. 
0000. 


ө том» MSX руз. бизәде, 
оооба. тада. репу o sofware on ape A 
cars £100. Contact Pavi Topa, 38 Рая Fel 
Deve, Handan. London, SWS 10L 


ө Spectrum 128K. 300 games, сузо 
эга riorace porte ала төсе. tape dec 
Curran Speech 80: magazsnes C400 oro 
Contact Mika on Woveramgion 743090 aher 
‘500 weeds. anime Sat 


ө Atari S20STFM as now, unwanted ght 
тоел t даса 0239 Warted ary cheap 
arcade games tor ST ріл news Daisywhosi 
perum Mar compattóe. Dave 2 The 
Света, Harpenden. Hens. Tet Harpenden 
ous 


(© самы cassone. over 100 games muse 
yard, бооз эла over 80 тараггез 
wort £900, Sel tor £300 ro. Fang Seron 
Teesdale (London) on 01 653 1304. 


ө Spectrum 48. Opus dsc arve. mouse. 
jayoa Cura? Mcroswich and £100 wort ol 
orare таслим code books. £250 or he 
{ot Prone Jamas (0485) 70238 aher Spm on 


ө Арча, DPaint brush set Send £5 PO 
10.68 Shots Roan Маррей Bes 
ss 


ө Spectrum, tape recorder, 2 ystcks and 
trace, Spec rum and over £850 wor ot 
sofware orgrats nang Ce лат 
Singer. Trvai Pusut ete. A ior £200. 
Prone Stuart 0555 61801 


€ Commodore 64. 1541 ask ме. 
tassenn. Quekanot 4, Acton Replay 3, 30+ 
ares. 200 + dé games, £299 oro. 
‘Complete or may spit. Ter Semon (0430) 
720050. 


ө Spectrum 128 tpe recorder учеа. 
Jot. mumtaca 126, mags, C150 wort ol 
‘sofware. Ai or C140. wras ro Antony 
Doherty. 16 Beto Par, Babymoney. BTSa 
Өй or v (02856) 65401 


ө Amstrad CPC 464 monocrome 
тому подла 30 games, 2 AA esum. 
7 CWACPC waves. Gua ю те Anetra 
Mero Games тс Out Run Buggy. Eroon. Ht 
Paca Vo 2. many оез Бенуе worm 
£470», Accepi £280 Vor que saie. Тө: 
Marin on Ecurgron 412680. 


© 64 compu cassone 75 ongrai games. 
ine Эши or De, Caora Games. Out Run. 
Sartre, Last Mra, £160 ao. Wor E400. 

Phone 0! 455 9452 ater 430pm lor quc 

sae. 


ө сал, orvo. 2x CN, өреп. FF WB. 
элеу puge » extras €250. AJ e woting 
эзе Рал exchange tor Amg su, АО! 
Expansion. Cumana or Commodore 1010. 
Tet (0555) 811362 aher брт. Scotand. 


© CBM 64, cassone. руза. books, өк. 
E120. 1570 dek drive £95. өле Frame МК 


MB. E5 3 vot Zzap 64 magazines E20 
Prone (0977) 700796. 


€ Commodore 64. i parte coron. 
Сән Онам Recorder, Oucksnot X. 
Jat ana Simon's Base. New C249 99. 
‘wari £125 Ben Weber, Dag Cotage , 
Boose, Nurburrhoime. Von. (0759) 
эмэ. 


© Commodore 64 computer win 2 ape 
unas., dh arvo, over E400 sofware, made, 
то. Al or E290. Prone 01-533 3664 





ө мл S20STPM four туут o Over 
E200 worh sofware, mouse, dés, books, 
mags өк. £350. Pone John O1 554 4088 
venei. wenn олу [Sar Wars, Barbarian, 
Teworpoas, Defender. Gud, O.C P. 
Кел 


© Spectrum + 48K Sinner xt win ots of 
amet. та par excharge for Aan ST, Phone 
Рато 552507 ard ask tor Steven. 


(© Comes, 2н руно, dust cover эло 
over C220 o orgrai games. Worm £5000, 
Sel or £150. Tel Lauro [0492 47183. (3 
monis uarartee) 


(© 128K Spectrum « 2 (10 monte 
waranty. 2 рузкЭз. 225 rüeaces, books. 
postes. 120 + magaznes ard over 210 
orgrais ес. Ене. 2усара. GAC, academy, 
‘Space Harmer ard Кага Uri Dead. Ain 
о›семуч cordon. Worth E2000. Оез? 
Send oes о lor а compete tst instant 
терү! io: Greg McKenzie, 410 Gunnet Court. 
EGrturh, EHe 486. 


ө Amsirad CPC 6128 win green screen. 
colour тобан. aesete recorder, руз. 
‘Supe pug sore sofware, win tores. Hardy 
‘sed E270. йору: 4 Michel Svest, Bet, 
‘Co Durham, DHS ER. 


ө Commodore 64. sk va. pre. 
Gatcassete, mouse, узи. Freerelrame, 
‘cover, Senor Basc: Canrages, games. 
iaces ала books, C300. Phone Steve on 
(01368-4728 


ө Spectrum 128K, зї boxes aro very 
qoos concton weh 2 усо and rverace, 
asset recorder. ms убо (500. 
‘so ol somware, magazines Wil accept 
E250 ono Te Thr (0845) 577320. 


ө Amstrad 464 colour толаш, £300 кут, 


il gares. prsteh and mags. Wort €800. 
‘Sa or E325 Simon Елден, 112 Pory Hà 
Roas Orion Bemrgham 


ө воо. 1080 би өлө, Quo Tuto 
рүм. mary mags cse Aian user эга 
page 6 ew bark sàs. exc tanen 
pacage or E100. Tel Spoon 462 (N 
Nons). 


ө Spectrum «2. pric cordton, boxed 
wit Cheetah 125 руз. nace 26 
Беси magazines, £100 wor ot 1987 
sofware. Тош value C280, олу E100. Tet: 
Aian on Ascot (0990) 21461 


€ Amstrad CPCABA (200 толоо aiso 
оде joysick dsc cre and £500» of 
ames. £250 рол дас driva. £400 wh 
ec arive. Phone Longndge 3231 (even. 








€ 70 pokes, hints and cheats or your 64) 
Best your (тег scores wih ow great new 
oot, covenng 70 спал охот games! 
Очу 99р rom Ronen Burgess, ! Modelli 
Roa, Rothecnam, 860 30. 


ө Amiga, Amiga, Amiga. Brand now 

riga 500 win twelve moni 
goarartee, Сема Part, modulator and Ive 
бак» Phone 03212 2079 row and ask tor 
Davy 


ө Cheetah MKS keyboard win Amstrad 
CPC imertace C50. Buyer сомов or plu 
rage. Helsby, 1 Слив Cour, Bic 
Tree Ото, Emsworth Hants, PO10 75А. 


ө Mari 57364 v meg disk dive PU. 
months guararswo, bored, mat conditon — 
Оныт Tot 01-886 8008 





ө сөм 64: 15700.64 orvo, «CONV, 2 
Joys, over 800 ames on disk and 
cassone nelang: Молан, SE UCK. 
"Bui Bobble өк. Accepi £280 ого (No 
sping). Tet. 040081250 anime (Gy, 1 
nobtarabie phone 0636 78560. 


(© вс B 32K. Includes computer, 10 uper. 
ol sofware, oystck and imrtace tapo 
recorder + leas — oniy E220. Contact Jo 
Jenner 07-720 228. 


€ CBM128+ CON dock + joystick and 800 
wor of sofware worth around £800, but wi 
‘se lor £150, Try betore you buy, Aing Peter 
опот 6227404 anytime aher Sp. 


ө CBMI28,D/O, рти, tape dock, 
Joystc, FF, WP, over £400 orginal games 
"c Оведо o Crown, Guido Thieves. 
Werth E1000». Buyer oiec. Ote 
welcome. Phone Scott on 01-735 7290. 


(© Atari BOOXL computer, 1040 дак arve, 
tom in immacuiat condo. joystick. kate: 
ak box wan ks ала sofware, dus covers 
‘manuals magazines stc £145 ing 0342 
(East Grinstead) 27072. 


ө Bargain C64 псе CON, music 
Make, Queashot I, Quexshot Tto. over 
E290 sofware, oad of magazines, wort oer 
£400. Ош slo £150 оло. Phone Jose on 
Corbertach 891749. 


€ Prism modem 2000 anc RS232 
vaca tor Атакай CPC's. cost £150» — 
зл lor C100 ono. Prone (0325) 40613 and 
as or Manin 


ө Top secret address book, Nobody can 
ороп your book without you вест! codo. 
Tied any of your rend adressen. 
Ieprore numbers n seconds, Oniy E390. 
erc PO 10 P Hunphvoys. 10 Haze! Avenue, 
Darwen. Lancs Stato your acre password, 


€ CBM 64, catasoto joystick, magazines, 
50 latest software cluding 720°, Ом Aun. 
Prats Сеню Стон Санта Games 
өс Worth E880». Set tor €250 i анар 
‘Nan S208TFM, onn (0823) 322388. 


ө сөл ana cassano ттөпәсе pus ndash 
Jol new and о sofware WIL vl lor oriy 
£100 ro. Pease phone 01-58 6769 wr 
p 


€ Amstrad SS А! speech synth «sono 
Spears, periec coron, stă bored £10. 
Tel 01-303 7138. 


ө сөм 64. Gk sve, CON cassona 200+ 
games on ди» and cassona балв ane 
wor C1000». Magazines, books, eventi. 
Бона Superb oner £350 опо Та: 061 226 
1703 алы брт, 061 832 58095 8p, 


ө Amstrad 6128, colour morior, 
magazines, over £500 wor of sofware inc 
‘Out Run, Bugsy Boy, Live Ammo, Matchday 
2), Cost over £1000, олу £450. Тө: 01540 
4073. Morden, Suey, 


© Spectrum Plus 40K, XRI Mid tom, 
Restme and Stopime sofware, CZ Eat 








€ Amstrad CPC 464 colour morior, 
Joystick, ight pen, tuor, games worn. 
£350» including Out Run. Ee, Get Dexter, 
GAC, Barman £290. Төк 042121 2547 atur. 
бол Hampshire 


ө Amstrad CPC 464 win того monto 
потнае (пону games), тадагев and 
books. Over £350 RAP зей ки just £150. 
Contact Lari Jansson, 38 Marshal Avenue, 
етө Wasp, Comnet. ы? 


9 Downing Street a 70 locaton GAC 
adventure» 4 cher op quality games 
мане or Amstrad CPC» £1.99 ape, 
£499 disc. Cheque/PO 1o: David Gabon, 77 
Quarry Crescent, Beara, Co Durham 


© Commodore 64C as пен, bou pius 
Bus Chip 5 14" бак órve, plus бани Acton 
Replay WKS салучадө Ai эл monina ов. ote 
о games өк. The lot £350 оло. Te: Reading 
ants. 


ө См software, cost C205, vel or £70 
оло Wi spit. Phone Ascot 22710 aer om. 
Ask lor John. 


ө Commodore 128, CBM 1571 disk drive. 
Gralpad Two (dsk) £320. WII spit We 
Andrew Bel, 13 Leaam Crescent, Puron 
Feathers, West Yorkshire, WF? SOX. 





ө ом. 2 catasonos,2oysteks, BW TV, 
£800 ө! orignal sofware ining GAC, 
Deta. Buggy Boy, Nia ate. Al Bonet Tel 
antes 47500 Bargain E275 ono Buyer 
соса Shop vale £875. 


9 Opus Discovery disk drive Spectrum. 
Pus computer, Масе One, VTXS000 
modem. Datarecoróor, 18 diss, casse. 
‘sofware, joystick. ай boxed, Excelent 
condito. £190. тө: 091 261 1538 
(Newcastle area). 


(© Amstrad 6128, colour monitor, поносе 
жо, RS232 interface, wo joysticks, ape deck 
and loads ot sofware. se or £350, worth 
‘much more. Phone Dave on 01-203 0329. 
aate 30pm. 


* Commodore 64 tape recorder rosar 
‘wich, backup Boars oystck, approx 70 
games ала Soecvum 48K with узбо 
inertace £150 те ot Tet Horsham 54822 
evenings ony. 


e Commodore 64, data recorder. mouse 
and эли MPS B01 prn, many orginal 
Dames, vty programs and manual, cover 
and magazines, £200 ono Te (смена 
24612 апо бол. 


© Amstrad CPC 6120, dac drive, colour 
monto. унда, юз of games. Sul boxed, 
ward уй. £300. Tat: Siough (0753) 
72174 any. 


WANTED 


ө Amatrad Action copies 
(0243) 520012. 





[1] 


ө Pokos. pokes, pokes. | want load of 
pokes — can swap. Send io: 5 Caste Hal 
House Caste Siroet. Launceston, Cowal 


ө Swap hardware lor Spectrum. 
Waiaro пласе ard mouse What have 
тои gol? 4BK/+ Spectrum and penpals e 
Pai, 3 Moorend Avenue, C Wood. 
Birmingham, B37 580, 


(© Amstrad DO-1 3 ick drive win leads or 
Ansrad CPC 64 ичп colour manor, must 
be good солоп. Reasonable ors. 
оне Prone Steven aer брт (091) 
aaa 


ө Accelerator pus Ое or O54, must 
‘bem excelent corditon Wl pay oy 
nrtamerts or swap or new Dataset, 
ware « E25 Kimwen Lok, 113 Талев 
НА Deptor, London SES 400. 


© Snap Shot or IL wit pay upto 15. 
Must ben good coron. Wrta ю Mark at 7 








тте Road. Taunton, Somerset ТА! ANB. 


Ф 200040 back issues wanted Ary 
Programs rom 1 ю 300 coredered Wil pay 
up o 0p over taca value depending on 
ordin. Phone (467) 43872 and ask or 
Stephen. 


€ Help can any ACE readers ti me i mere 
dre any tritare Amercan Росе games or 
е Аал S20STFM where you coria team. 
or a player as | am ttal y obsessed win mo 
gre. Musi have good graphics. Pau 
rogeran. 116 Узда Пома Maven: 
Wels, Worcs W14 APR- 


ө Pokes warte tor Frutas Ete game — 
' pay. Cal Оте on Breni S2062. 


ө Hardware tor Amiga A1000. 
reasonable pros please Ano сера contact 
‘Me, 560 Rayan Road, Eastwood. 
‘Southard. Essex. SS SHX. Ano Saing 
MPS 1000 prier or wi swap or Amga 
Petar 


ө Olek rive Ary of you computer adc. 
want o sel a dak drive? (COMBA We you 
Фо esse contact те on 01-474 0006 and 

nk or Mare. Ring between 330275 30pm. 


Printer or disk dive Looking tor a Сва 
compatto prr or dac anve Эми Duy or 
eap tor Soecrum 48K or Snooker Table 
Te 01-864 9105 Must be m acetone 
conditor ard uy operatora 


PENPALS 


(© 21 year ой Amiga owner soaks perais 
тэл al over te wore. Wrte 1o Mick Hughes. 
44 Sout View, Haziangg Newcasta Upon. 
Tyre. NET. 785. Bulg rues me Dam? 


ө i «оза эв anyone o be my pergal. 1am 
very oce Please we io 47 Park Road. 
Upton Pa. London ES 1SA A 


Essex. COIS 1HP. Te 0255 434740, 
ө Amiga 5000 owner wanas to exchange 
programs өт оге, Arga awe. Mamas 
Milos Кодалор x Q 50. 72344 Vasteras. 
Sweden. 


ө ST Penpals wartad ıo swap ino + 
Solitons Гата 16 year оа male AL ners 
answered Daren Min, 33 Gents Road, 
Newtownards, Co Down, М. BTZ3 498. 


ө Атда contacts wanted, ary age 
Quaracsec өрү We ю Dave Ауто, 1 
Saure Cour, Longest Green, Brett, Avon 
1881870, 


ө Aga user ok! Lon an Ата $00 ала 
wan o contact Amga owners. Солак: Bruce 
oos, 36 Tani Roag Harwonn Naar 
Doncaster. Soui Yorks, DN?! 8P8, Engana. 
A enans аланов. 


(© | own эл Alan ST and am rte in 
Nearing rom pera i over ha wor | ove 
al pet o games ceca averse an 
‘Cup, 26 Gin ra Avenue Carey, 
Kent CT P. 


ө Amiga ard ST parpat wanted 1o swap 
hints ала tps. Wene ю Тол, 92 Воск Raa. 
Forest Hd London S23 iU 


ө Ari ST pangais wart. | am erected ^ 
gares ала уарлса Prone Asan on (0705) 
375885, 


€ ST penpals wanted trom at over нола 
swap his өк. Guaranteed ry Нче. 
Mark Bircha (16). 6 Carbourme Avenue. 
Lafak. St Helens, Merseyside, WAT? SEP 


ө Theo I own an ST arc wou! ine some 
pergala anywhere п he word ıa exchange 
ets а зра Al еөз answered 20 Eyrurst 


Avenue, Homchuach, Essex, RMIT ARA. 


ө own an Aia ST and want penpals at 
over me wor. | joy adventures at wel as 
cade games. lan Cupin, 26 Gen irs 
Avance, Cartetury Kent CT2 BHP. 


| e MSX рег warte (14«) Please write о: 
L Mier. 12A Lindale Gardens, Ау. 
Scunthorpe, S Humberside. DN 16 2HW. 


|e Maie or та pangai wanted (14 16yrs). | 
am 15 ard own a Commodore 64C wah dià. 
эме | өгү programing and ave sure 
o ear machine code. | ike playing any sor 
ol compuler game. Wo: Mark Corder, 42 
Byron Avenue, Byte Parc. Bacau. 
Ротурлда Mes атолл. S Wales, CF38 
aw 


ө rasore user group for Ametrad CPC 
Cat Pete 0901-521 1277 or wre 14 
Бате Road, Wathametow, London E17 
SAX or диз. News ter every mont 
Mera menter ies. 


ө terested ring Amiga user group win 
-ronny rester wan reves, het 
ersten by madens 99 Per ere nom O 
‘Adams, 13 Blackstone На, Rech, Surrey. 
PHT BE 








ө Specrum Masc Fanzre for music 
тегаи owners Anyone veng RAM. 
‘Cheetah. XR or EMR maracas 
lespecaly reviewers. send SAE tor more 
Information о Muson. 34 Kingston Read, 
оло Esse Нм! SNE. 


ө Anerson а Commodore 64128 GAC 


ser! The GAC User Cuba herel For detis 
al how t pr. wie т Bary Robens. 


accepted. 


م 





| ENTRY FORM 


| 5057 [O ACE Readers Page, Future Publi Lia, 4 Queen St, Bath, Avon 


BAT TE) 


| Pese place ins entry inthe next avalabie issue of ACE. 


SEE EEUU YT arya 
HOW TO PLACE YOUR ENTRY 


‘Al you have todo is send off he form below, together wih your payment; Entries 
to the Pink Pages cost just £2.50 each, (Except for Helpline whichis roe.) 


+ The maximum is 30 words except tor Helpline. (Helpline entries can be extended 
o 100 words max — use another sheet of paper if necessary. 

+ The service is NOT open to rade advertisers 

+ We wil pnnt your advertisement in the frst avaiable issue. 

+ Entries which could be interpreted as encouraging software piracy wil nol be 


PINK PAGES™ 


АСУ, 109 Chambers Lane, Mynydd isa, 
Nr мов, Cd, N Wales, CH7 602 Wo wäl 
De supporing САС» as soon as hts he 
po 





ө Super Poko is a news itr at comes out 
every ма months In Pis lator you wil ge 
ne mio plus is. To on he cub and ool ree 
ro you si must send lor an o pac at 
‘Sop. Send this 1o: Super Poke Cub, Suton 
Computer UK. Richard Suton, 22 Bridge 
Cose, Banbury, Oron, OKT6 952. Please 
‘wat 22 days и he том. Mako cheques & 
POS payable ю Richard Sunon. 


€. MSX инк. Tho Scots ofc of Link 
Pulianas a moni Fanzine or al MSX 
‘users, wi rts Aa, reviews reporta, and. 
lots more. Sing Fanciws cot £1.20. or СӨ 
or 1 ul yar of membership Pase mako 
order payable o Craig Bel ard send 1 o 
MSX к (АСЕ), Мот Lodge. Сат 
Road, Ardre. Lanai, Scolund. MLO 
SRU. Tet (0236) 64045 өө 6:30pm 


OTHER 


ө FREE — muttace owners, tor a veo copy 
ot instant Aconss, Spectrum Mulace poke 
mag also Dale snapshots) Serd large SAE 
10: Catherine Redgrave, 30 New Daron 
Street Sator Manchester Ме WW 


ө Anyone eed yourg Imaginative person 1o 
непе games teas, NOT programs, lor ST's 
ard Amigas, any rom adventures 1o 
‘Shoot өт Ups  socortac me on Loode 
10532) 456048, 


© Datator. anew computer diary. Dont 
dorget тозе гола dates. got now. Bend 
‘cor cheque or tve pounds made payable 
АМ Sofware, 3 Leesde, Dring Houses, 
Yor: YO2 2P5 

















| 


Петина 
Ононе O for se Оныта DPen 


| nod ot payment Claccess C visa. Doneoue- O ро 


Pais CJ ser Groups Omer 


Exp. dee 





| Mate mate эл м tres ard posta oen to Fre blog Lr 
| we yoy soversarentnary оте word ow bon ve your ате. address and phone 





| EET pm 
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THE BLITTER END 





THE BLITTER END... 


$ Face the music 
There were sackoads of entries for ACE 4's 
Casio MIDI gear competition, but we eventually 
managed ® wade through 
them to bring you the 
results. The lucky winners 
G.JGay of Cardiff (who 
ets the MT600 keyboard) 
and Colin McRitchie of 
Moray (who gets the 
DG20 winner Clin DG20 guitar), had no trou 
Meflcie меп ме ош} bio with the competition 
бушый questions, but for anyone 
out there who's stil in the dark the correct 
answers were digital guitar and pulse code mod. 
ulation 






© Bonecruncher 

Buyers of Superior Softwares Bonecruncher 
(reviewed on p41) will be interested to note the 
exact terms of the Win a radio’ competition 
inside. To get a free trannie it seems you have to 
send them a photo of the message that comes up 
when you complete the game in one go. Problem 
is, it doesnt say youve got to finish it, so a photo 
of a game someone else has finished (on a differ- 
еп! copy or even version of the game) wil do fine. 
In fact if we were so naughty as to print a photo. 
of the message їп ACE you could cut it out and 
use that! A mortified Superior spokesman said 
‘You wont tell anyone, will you? - so naturally, 
we didnt. 


® Oops! 
The lackeys and minions who actualy get things 
done on ACE are a funny muddle-headed loi, 
when it comes to peeks and pokes and suchike. 
I you want a good reason why they shouldnt be 
let loose on full-blown listings, just look at how 
they managed to maul Chris Wid's issue 4 poke 
for Jack the Nipper I, The poor thing had four of 
its colons changed into semi-colons or commas 
thus reducing it to gibberish. The lines concemed 
should have looked ike ts 


150 POKE 41797,А:РОКЕ 42314,A 
160 POKE 39820,B:POKE 34372,8 
170 POKE 49884 C:POKE 49911,C 
180 POKE 49897 C:POKE 49863,87 


but unfortunately, they didn’t. Apologies, grov- 
els and obsequiousness all round. 


ADVERTISERS INDEX 


114. Advanced Computer Entertainment 


© Men with(out) hats 

Last month's Bitter End broke new ground with its 
coverage of edible hats. In yet another millinery 
milestone we now bring you the latest from Elec: 
tronic Arts, who've just kitted out their UK Spec: 
trum and CPC artists with some nifty PHM Pega: 
Sus headgear. Hats have long been the mainstay 
of the US software industry, of course - Micro- 
Prose boss Bil Stealey has Мегайу dozens — but 












this is believed to be a 
first for the UK market. 


ER’ artists in their new tt- 
era Compare and contrast 
ж Bl Sii petet 
ere in just one hs many 
foe hats, 
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® Thanks to... 

This month the ACE crew would like to thank Bath 
arcade owners R & K Edwards & Co without 
whom this month's cover would have been impos- 
sible. If you're in the area their arcade, at 28 





James St West, is well worth a look: the down: 
stairs positively bulges with hot new machines. 
and classic oldies, while the After Burner stand-up 
in the shop front has certainly swallowed its fair 
share of our meagre wages before now. 











Join the ACE team! 
‘Are you an honest, reliable person who's over 14 years old? Would you like to earn free magazines 
and software by making a few visits to your newsagents each month? Then here's the opportunity 

We're looking to recruit a nationwide team of local representatives 10 help us check how well 
ACE is seling in each area. Their main task wil be regular checks fo ensure that enough copies of 
the magazine are reaching local newsagents. In return we're offering 
Ф А free copy of ACE each month. 

Regular quantities of ree software for your micro 

© A unique way of learning how the punishing word operates. 
Ф The opportunity to play an important part in the growth of Britain's most exciting computer maga: 
zine. 
You can apply to become the ACE rep for your area by wing о us wih the following information: 
1. Your name, adress and (! possible) phone numbers). 
2 Your age. occupation and which computers) you own, 
3. The names and addresses of any newsagents you would be able to make regular visits to. Ty lo 
give at least three (but do no! ist very small newsagents which don't regularly stock computer titles). 
4. Details oLany responsible tasks you've undertaken п the past 
$. The names, addresses and (i! possible) phone numbers of two people outside your family who 
oud give you a character reorence 

Post thes to. ACE Representative application, 4 Queen Street, Bath BA1 1EJ. (Closing date | 
for applications: March 10th, 1988) 

Those who are appointed wil then receive a printed calling card, and an information pack outtin: 
ing exacty what в involved 











24,45,47,61,64,83, 


J 
ч 
ST/AMIGA DISC £19.95 
TAPE ois 
AMSTRAD СРС f995 1495 
£995 1495 
£14.95 


c64 
BBC 


POWERPLAY! 
Now it's 16-bit, it's beautiful 
and it's yours for only £19.95 
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] 
SPECTRUM ‘SPECTRUM 
COMMODORE AMSTRAD COMMODORE AMSTRAD 
2 
=. 


A computer product from Ocean. ® 


1006 Hera Fim Corporation. 
po 
Ocean Software Limited - Ocean House -6 Central Street - Manchester - M2 SNS Telephone 061 832 6633- Telex 669977 Oceans G 





